R358 Rumination for 11th December, 2011
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The Theme: 
I am come…
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The Text: 
I am come that they might have life…
Jn. 10:10
The Thots:
 

Intro.: In the last Rumination (R357), we considered The Prophecy of His Birth.



Today we shall consider The Purpose of His Birth

A. From the Viewpoint of God the Father. He came…
1. To fulfil God’s Covenant with Man.

Gal. 4:4, 5

When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law,


to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
a. Consider God’s Covenant with Abraham:
Gen. 17:4ff
As for Me, behold, My covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.

b. Consider God’s Covenant with Moses and Israel:
Exo. 19:5
Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people:

c. The Confirmation of the Covenant to be fulfilled in Christ:
Gal. 3:16, 17
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.

And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law…

cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.
2. To Commend God’s love for man.

Jn. 3:16, 17

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.

3. To Commit unto Man God’s word of reconciliation.

II Cor. 5:19

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

B. From the Viewpoint of God the Son. He came…
1. To Save His (own) people from their sins.

Mt. 1:21

Thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people from their sins.
a. He came to save the Jews, God’s own people.
Exo. 19:5

Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar (own) treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine:
i. Cp. the gospel…is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: 
first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
Rom. 1:16, NIV
ii.   Ct. He came unto His own (the Jews), and His own received Him not.
Jn. 1:11

b. He came to save those who will believe in Him, who will then be His own people.
Jn. 1:12, NIV
To all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right 
to become children of God—

i. Who gave Himself for us to redeem us…and to purify for Himself a people 
that are His very own (peculiar, KJV), eager to do what is good.
Tit. 2:14, NIV
ii. You are a chosen race…a holy nation, God's own (peculiar, KJV) people. 
I Pet. 2:9, NRSV
2. To give Himself a Sacrifice and a Ransom for our Sins.
Mk.  10:45
The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.
Cf. Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
I Pet. 1:18, 19

C. From the Viewpoint of the World – they need to be Saved; they need Jesus!
1. The World is under Judgment.

Jn. 12:31

Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.

a. As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
Rom. 3:10
b. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.
Rom. 3:23
2. The World needs Jesus to be saved.
Acts 16:31

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

This day let us remember that Jesus came to be born that He might die in order to save us!

Jesus came to earth by a lowly birth, Gave Himself as an offering of matchless worth;
To His own He came in His Father’s Name, But they scorned to receive Him their King.

Refrain: 

But as many as received Him to them He gave the power - The power to become the sons of God;
But as many as received Him to them He gave the power To become the sons of God.
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1. The Purpose of Jesus coming into the world to be born of a virgin was discussed in the Rumination above. He came for God’s Covenant people, the Jews, but they rejected Him. 

From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised again the third day. (Mt. 16:21)

He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. (Jn. 1:11)
Consequently and subsequently, the Lord turned to the other Jews and Gentiles and promised all who would accept Him to own them as His own people, the Church.

But as many as received him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His name.
Jn. 1:12

Jesus was thus crucified and buried. But He rose again on the third day and ascended into heaven. But before He did so, He made a promise: (Jn. 16:7-11)

Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.


And when He is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

Of sin, because they believe not on Me;
 Of righteousness, because I go to My Father, and ye see Me no more;

Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.

Thus, after He ascended into Heaven, the Holy Spirit descended on the day of Pentecost. 
When the day of Pentecost was fully come… they were all filled with the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:1, 4). Because of the convicting and converting ministry of the Holy Spirit, about three thousand Jews repented and received the Lord as their Saviour after having listened to Peter’s sermon. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls (Acts 2:11).

Cornelius, a Gentile, and his family also received Jesus into their lives after a visit from Peter and six other Jewish believers to witness the conversion of the first Gentiles.  
And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 11:45)
Thus, the Church was “complete” and the Body of Christ was formed so that by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. (I Cor. 12:13, 14)
Today, whether we be Jews or Gentiles we are no more such (Gal. 3:28) but belong to another “race”, the Church, the Body of Christ. 
As we contemplate the purpose of the coming of Jesus to earth this December, and in spite of all the barriers man has raised to separate “Christians” from among themselves, can we accept those who are truly born-again of the Spirit as members of the one body of Christ together with us?
  
REFLECT
2. Jesus, in His Lord’s Prayer, prayed: And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, as We are. (Jn. 17:11)
Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word; That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.  And the glory which thou gavest Me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: (Jn. 17:20-22)
What do you understand by the Lord’s prayer that they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us?

What are the characteristics of this unity that that Lord prays the Father for?
REFLECT
