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The Table of Showbread
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The Text: 
 Thou shalt set upon the table showbread before Me alway.
Exo. 25:30
The Thots:
Intro.  The Table of Showbread was one of the three items of furniture in the Holy Place in the Tabernacle. 

A. The Concept of the Table.
1. The Table would indicate the Place of Communion and Fellowship for God and the Priests.

There Aaron's and his sons…shall eat of the bread thereon.
Lev. 24:9

2. The Showbread Practically was the Bread of God’s Presence.

Thou shalt set upon the table showbread before Me alway.
Exo. 25:30, KJV
Put the bread of the Presence on this table to be before Me at all times.
NIV

3. The Priests would eat the bread only in the Holy Place when the bread was changed every sabbath

And they shall eat it in the holy place:
Lev. 24:9

Every sabbath he shall set it in order before the LORD continually.
Lev. 24:8
4. The Bread is a Picture of Jesus, the Bread from heaven Whom God Provides 


and on Whom we Partake:

Jn. 6:32b-35
My Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.

· See Comparisons with the Lord’s Table in Reflections for the Week for an application of the above.
B. The Construction of the Table.

1. It was made of shittim (acacia) wood overlaid with Pure gold.
Exo. 25:23,  24a
Thou shalt also make a table of shittim wood …. And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold.
· The Table would Picture  those in the Body of Christ Partaking of the emblems at the Lord’s Supper, 

having communion with Him and with one another:
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 
For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread. I Cor. 10:16, 17

Ct. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: 

ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.
 I Cor. 10:21
2. It had two crowns at its Perimeter to Protect the bread from falling off when carried. Exo. 25:24b, 25
…Make thereto a crown of gold round about. Thou shalt make unto it a border of 
an hand breadth round about, and thou shalt make a golden crown to the border thereof round about.
· Those in Christ are Safely Secured being held by the hands of the Father and the Son.
Jn. 10:28-30
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand.  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one.

Note: The space between the “crowns” was a handbreadth.
Exo. 25:25a
 Thou shalt make unto it a border of an hand breadth round about.
C. The Composition of the Bread.

1. It was made of Fine Flour topped with Frankincense.
Lev. 24:5, 7
Thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof…thou shalt put pure frankincense upon each row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, even an offering made by fire unto the LORD.
· As Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering and 
a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
Eph. 5:2

2. There were twelve loaves arranged in two rows but referred to as one “it”.
Lev. 24:6
Thou shalt set them in two rows, six on a row, upon the pure table before the LORD.
Every sabbath he shall set it in order before the LORD…
Lev. 24:8a
· The Jews (those near) and the Gentiles (those far off) made one in Christ.
Eph. 2:13-17

· But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us…And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.

The Table of Showbread has similar features that can be applied to the Lord’s Supper too.  [See Reflections.]

Let us as spiritual priests feast on the bread provided for us at the Table of the Lord remembering Him Who was the Sweet-Smelling-Savour Sacrifice to God and God’s Provision of the Bread of Heaven for us this day.
Here at Thy table, Lord, this sacred hour, O let us feel Thee near, in loving power,
Calling our thoughts away from self and sin As to Thy banquet hall we enter in.

Sit at the feast, dear Lord, break Thou the bread; Fill Thou the cup that brings life to the dead;

That we may find in Thee pardon and peace, And from all bondage win a full release. 
M. P. Hoyt
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 353
D. Comparison of the Table of Showbread with the Table of the Lord.

	1.
	TABLE  OF  SHEWBREAD
	Lev.
	TABLE OF THE LORD
	I Cor.

	a.
	It is a pure table -    
thou shalt set them in two rows, six on a row, upon the pure table
	24:6
	The Table of the Lord is pure – let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread…
	10:21;  11:27-29

	b.
	Frankincense on the bread for a memorial - frankincense upon each row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, cf. The Meal Offering
	24:7 
2:1, 2
	The Lord's Supper is a memorial – Remember Me

	11:24, 26

	c.
	The bread is changed every sabbath - Every sabbath he shall set it in order
	24:8
	"Upon the first day of the week... the disciples came together to break bread,"        
	Acts. 20:7

	d.
	It is “before the Lord continually."
	24:8
	"For as often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup…”
	11:26

	e.
	It is food for the priests - it shall be Aaron's and his sons'; and they shall eat it
	24:9
	"Take eat this is My body"  
	11:24

	f.
	It is to be eaten in the Holy Place - they shall eat it in the holy place:
they shall eat it in the holy place:
	24:9
	"Come together...into one place.”

	11:20, 16, 17

	g.
	The priests’ Privilege to eat there was based on an everlasting covenant with Israel.
	24:8
	"This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.”
	Lk. 22:20, NIV

	h.
	It is most holy unto him of the offerings of the LORD made by fire by a perpetual statute.
	24:9
	The Lord's Supper is the most important in the life of the Christian

	
	
	
	

	2.

a.
	The Holiness Aspect:

Who are not to eat - There shall no stranger eat of the holy thing: a sojourner of the priest, or an hired servant, shall not eat of the holy thing.
	22:10; 22:4
	I Cor. 11:21, 22, 30-32
For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken. What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not?

	b.
	Who are to eat?
No man that hath a blemish of the seed of Aaron the priest shall come nigh to offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire: he hath a blemish; he shall not come nigh to offer the bread of his God.

He shall eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy, and of the holy.

Only he shall not go in unto the veil, nor come nigh unto the altar, because he hath a blemish; that he profane not my sanctuaries: for I the LORD do sanctify them.
	21:16-23 (21, 22 ct. 23)   
	I Cor. 11:28:

But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

Cp. II Sam. 9:3, 7
Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet… And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely show thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.


By comparing the requirements for the Table of Showbread with the comments regarding the Table of the Lord, REFLECT on the practical lessons you can learn from such an exercise.

2.  In the light of the above, what is your regard concerning the importance of the Lord’s Supper as part and parcel of your Christian life? Does your assembly/church give it the same importance or is it just an appendix to some other meeting held just because it is part of the Christian activity calendar?
REFLECT
