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The Theme: 
the Blessed Hope
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The Text: 
 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 


the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Titus 2:13a

The Thots:
  
A. The Reality of the Blessed Hope.

1. The Period – The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.
2:11 cf. Eph. 2:8, 9
It applies to the saints living in this age of grace for by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.
2. The Purpose – teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.
2:12
3. The Prospect – Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing
2:13a
4. The Person – of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ
2:13b

Literally, He is our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.
NIV

5. The Propitiation – Who gave Himself for us that He might redeem us from all iniquity
2:14a

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, 

the Man Christ Jesus; Who gave Himself a ransom for all…
I Tim. 2:5, 6a
6. The Purification – and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
2:14b

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 

which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
Eph. 2:10
7. The Preaching – These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority
2:15a

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

...Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.
II Tim. 4:1, 2
8. Be Proud of this Grace – Let no man despise thee.
2:15b
B. Be Ready with Reasons for the Blessed Hope.
I Pet. 3:15

Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be Ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh you a Reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

1. The Resurrection of Christ makes it Possible.
I Pet. 1:21

Who by Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him glory; 
that your faith and hope might be in God.
2. The Returning Christ as Promised:
Tit. 2:13
Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.
Jn. 14:3
3. The Rapture of saints to meet Christ in the air in Person:
I Thes. 4:16-17

a. The Resurrection of Sleeping Saints:

4:16
For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven…and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

b. The Rapture of Living Saints.

4:17a
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
4. The Reunion of saints with Christ Perpetually.

4:17b
To meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

These are the Reasons for our Hope in contrast with others with no hope.

4:13

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
C. The Remembrance with that Blessed Hope.
I Cor. 11:24-26
1. Hence, let us Break the Bread with this hope in Mind.

11:24
When He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

2. Let us Drink of the Cup in Memory of Him.

11:25
He took the cup… saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

3. Let us Remember Him in this Memorial Feast with this Hope before us.

11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
OH bright and blessed hope! When shall it be,
That we His face, long loved, Revealed shall see?
Oh! when, without a cloud, His features trace,
Whose faithful love, so long, We've known in grace?

JN Darby

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 350
1. Almost all Christians subscribe to the truth of Christ’s Second Advent. 

However, there are various viewpoints with regard to when He will come again.
Among them are that He returns the second time (in contrast to His first coming when He was born literally and physically born in Bethlehem to which all agree)...

a. When a person believes in Jesus and He comes to indwell him/her;

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.
Rev. 3:20
b. When the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.


I Thes. 4:16, 17

c. When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,

in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:
II Thes. 1:7, 8
d. When all that are in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
Jn. 5:28, 29
e. And perhaps other offshoots of the above.
What do you understand of the Second Coming of Christ? 
What is your blessed hope? 
What is the event you are looking forward to?
REFLECT.
2. The Second Coming of Christ is imminent, meaning of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
Mt. 24:36, 37
Hence, do not trust the end-of-the-world false prophets who go round predicting the day and time not only of the Lord’s Coming but also of the end of the world.  

Because of the imminence (the certainty of the uncertainty) of His coming many think that the promise of His coming is only a myth to “inspire” and “motivate” His followers, and there is no such coming then, now or in the future. 
However, even in Peter’s time, there were those who scorned at such promise and Peter himself warned: 
II Pet. 3:3-9, NRSV

First of all you must understand this, that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and indulging their own lusts and saying, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since our ancestors died, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation!"

They deliberately ignore this fact, that by the word of God heavens existed long ago and an earth was formed out of water and by means of water, through which the world of that time was deluged with water and perished. But by the same word the present heavens and earth have been reserved for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the godless.

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.

The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
Look at the conditions existing in the world today. The two millenniums that have passed are just but two days in the reckoning of the Lord.  Do you think the Lord’s Coming is near – even today?
REFELECT
