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The Theme:
Life and Death.
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The Text: 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,



… neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
Rev. 21:4

The Thots:


A. Life and Death.
1. What is Life?
Gen. 2:7


The LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed

 into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.
2. What is Death?
Gen. 2:16, 17r
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

3. The Devil’s Lie.
Gen. 3:4
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die.
B. The Living Dead.

1. The Punishment for Disobedience:
Gen. 3:17-19

Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, 
of which I commanded thee, 
a. cursed is the ground for thy sake…
b. in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; 
c. for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
2. The Penalty of Sin is Death:
i. The soul that sinneth, it shall die.
Eze. 18:4
ii. Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
Rom. 5:12

C. Life from the spiritual Dead.
Rev. 11:25, 26
1. Jesus said…I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.
2. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.  
Rom. 6:23

3. But God…even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ.    
Eph. 2:4

D. Life after Death.
1. For the Spiritual Dead who physically die – life in Hades while waiting for final judgment.

The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented…


Lk. 16:22, 23, NIV

2. For the Spiritual Living who physically die – life with Christ in Heaven where He is.
…the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom [Paradise].  
Lk. 16:22a

Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise. 
Lk. 23:43

We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, 

and to be Present with the Lord.
II Cor. 5:8

E. Physical Death Defeated, and Eternal Life Triumphs.
I Cor. 15:54-57
When this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; 
and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

F. In Eternity, no more Death.
Rev. 21:4
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,

 neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away,

Con.: For now, remember the Living Christ Who died, and rose again from death for us.
He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.
Mt. 28:6

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come. I Cor. 11:26
Living, He loved me; dying, He saved me;
Buried, He carried my sins far away;
Rising, He justified freely forever;

One day He’s coming—O glorious day! 
J. Wil​bur Chap​man
1. REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R348
In Rumination 344 for September 11, in Reflections for the Week, a report in The STAR newspaper of a guided tour to Hell by Master Kek Eng Seng was featured. Below is another report in The STAR paper of September 27 of a proposed tour of Heaven on October, 23. Herewith the article:
FRESH from conducting the first ever outdoor ‘Netherworld Tour’ (a trip to hell) in Malaysia, Tze Bei Guan Yin Centre leader Master Kek Eng Seng now wants to organise a trip to heaven…
Scheduled to take place in Penang on Oct 23, participants of the tour can expect to bump into deities, angels and even their relatives who have accumulated merits in their life on earth.

Master Kek said each deity would appear in different sizes according to their stature in heaven and each would have different coloured auras. “The angels are very beautiful and attractive. I fear the mortal men and women may end up falling in love with them,” he said, only half in jest….
Although he claimed to have been “up” (in heaven) many times before, Master Kek said what he saw was always different because heaven is so vast…heaven has 28 big states, about 200 smaller provinces and thousands of little villages. “There are lots of clouds and temples and the beauty is indescribable. “I go there once a week to help fulfil the requests of followers and my most memorable vision was of Guan Yin (Goddess of Mercy) who appeared 10 times taller than the Komtar tower,” he said…Master Kek, who has 28 years of experience in dealing with spiritual matters and has studied Tibetan Buddhism, Taoism, fortune-telling and feng shui.
Contrast the above description with this extract from Rev. ch. 22:1-8:-
[Also cf. Rev. 21:1-7]

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him: And they shall see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads.

And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

In life, we would like to live Heaven on earth. Is heaven worth going to when it is just a higher version of earth in heaven? No wonder the old heaven and earth must give place to a new heaven and a new earth in God’s plan for His people.  (Rev. 21:1)
REFLECT


2. This continues from the above article in The STAR:
“…another reason I am doing this is because I believe that the journey will inspire people to turn over a new leaf. “Bad people can visit heaven but I believe that they will receive a divine message to improve themselves on the journey,” he told a press conference at his centre on Church Street yesterday…Master Kek said the three-hour heaven tour would be limited to 100 participants.“We will do a screening. Those who are too young or too old will not be allowed to participate because they could experience altitude sickness.

“Those with high blood pressure, anxiety or heart ailments must disclose their health problems to us because the trip can be very taxing on the body — it’s a long way up,” he said.

He said sceptics need not bother coming. “Only believers and those who are trusting will gain entry. “You need to come with a happy and worry-free heart if you are to see anything,” he said.

He added that it was easier to enter heaven than hell because people were more nervous when going to the latter. Master Kek said he would allow the tourists to spend more time in heaven compared to the hour-long hell tour which many said was too short. “However, those who want to linger on in heaven will not be able to do so because they will automatically be sent back to earth,” he said.

Contrast this with the following statements from the Bible:
Rev. 21:22-27
And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
Rev. 22:14, 15

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.  For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.

Do you think earthlings are allowed to enter and exit heaven any time they like?


Examine the conditions laid down by God for entry into heaven above.
REFLECT
