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The Text: 
This shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 


lying in a manger.

Lk. 2:12
The Thots:

A. Jesus Wrapped – the Sign.

Lk. 2:12

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
1. The Angelic Sign.
a. Was it the Babe wrapped in Swaddling clothes? 

Not likely, as it was common for infants to be thus wrapped (in bands of cloth, NRSV) at that time.

b. Was it the Babe Sleeping in a manger? Most likely – 
2. The All-Strange find – a Baby lying in a trough where horses and cows would feed!

B. Jesus Wrapped at Birth.

Lk, 2:7

She brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
1. Indeed Mary had given Birth to her Son and had wrapped Him in swaddling clothes earlier. 

2. And the Baby was indeed Sleeping in a manger – wrapped at birth!

C. Jesus Wrapped in Death.

Lk. 23:53

And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, 
wherein never man before was laid.
1.  Joseph of Arimathaea, Applied successfully from Pilate to have Jesus buried in his new grave.
This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it down…
and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid.

2. Accompanied by Nicodemus later, they Anointed the body of Jesus with spices. 
Jn. 19:39, 40
He was accompanied by Nicodemus...Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes…

3. They wrapped Jesus’ body with Spices in Strips of linen cloth.
Jn. 19:40
Taking Jesus' body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. 
This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.

Note: 
While poor Mary could only wrap her new-born baby in swaddling cloths at His birth,


Rich Joseph wrapped it in a clean linen cloth in His death


And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock:
[See Reflection1]

Fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy: he made his grave…with the rich in his death.
Isa. 53:9
D. Jesus “unwrapped” in Resurrection.

Jn. 20:7, NIV
Simon Peter… saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth (napkin, KJV) that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up (wrapped together, KJV) by itself, separate from the linen.
1. The Miraculous Sign of the wrapped napkin and the Separated linen.
a. The head napkin, Separate from the rest of the linen, was wrapped (folded up) together by itself.
b. The linen Strips that were wound round the body of Jesus were also in their proper places.

c. The Sign that was clear for all to See: the body had vanished and the cloths just collapsed flat!
2. No Man had Stolen His body as was feared – Jesus had risen from the dead as He Said!!!
Mt. 27:62-66
The chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead…Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can.

So they went, and made the Sepulchre Sure, Sealing the Stone, and Setting a watch.
In the end, their effort was in vain. As the Angels Announced:
He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

Mt. 28:6

As we Remember Him this day, let us unwrap our thoughts, bow and worship our Risen Saviour.
Let earth and Heaven combine, Angels and men agree,

To praise in songs divine The incarnate Deity,

Our God contracted to a span, Incomprehensibly made man.

He laid His glory by, He wrapped Him in our clay;

Unmarked by human eye, The latent Godhead lay;

Infant of days He here became, And bore the mild Immanuel’s name.

He deigns in flesh t’appear, Widest extremes to join;

To bring our vileness near, And make us all divine:

And we the life of God shall know, For God is manifest below.

Made perfect first in love, And sanctified by grace,

We shall from earth remove, And see His glorious face:



His love shall then be fully showed, And man shall all be lost in God.
C. Wes​ley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 347
1. This week’s reflection is taken from Choice Gleanings of 25th September, 2011
    as follows:  
REFLECT on the devotional notes below:

	Lord's Day, September 25, 2011
	





	And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger. Luke 2:34a

And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre. Mark 15:46

At both His birth and His burial, loving hands tenderly wrapped Jesus' body—a poor woman of Bethlehem, in strips of cloth and a rich man of Arimathaea, in clean linen cloth. Humiliation marks both scenes, as does a sense of wonder. The Lord of glory found in an animal feeding trough. The Prince of life found in a stone tomb. Will we ever be able to fathom the steps He took in becoming our Saviour?—Pete Smith

[Note: You can also find the writer’s contributions to Choice Gleanings in his website, at: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/choicegleanings_index.html  ]



2. 
Often we find ourselves too wrapped up in ourselves, meaning that we are too self-centred and only consider and contemplate on our own selfish needs without paying    any thought to and for others around us.  


As Christians we are to be Christ-Centred. 

Paul himself declared that in life his total ambition was:


According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.



Phil. 1:20, 21


The Lord Jesus Himself declared:


If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for 


My sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  Mt. 16:24-26


To deny oneself and to be Christ-centred is not something to be achieved overnight. It requires perhaps a lifetime to learn this. It is a life-changing process to put on Christ and to be like Him. But one has to make a start – to decide to follow Christ all the way.


Thus John the Baptist confessed:

He must increase, but I must decrease.
Jn. 3:30


Have you ever made such a decision? 


Have you ever started in this life-changing process – to be wrapped up in Christ Jesus instead of in self?

REFLECT.
	

	


