R345 Rumination for 18th September, 2011
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
The “Must” in Jesus’ Life.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
All things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses,


and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.

Lk. 24:44
The Thots:

Intro. “Must” is defined as “be compelled, be necessary, have to, ought to”. 


In other words, there is no Other Option. Consider therefore the “One-Only” Options in the Life of the Lord.
A. The “Must” of His Mission.

1. He must Perform His Father’s Will.
Lk. 2:49
He said unto them…Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business?
a. That was His Commitment even at the very Commencement:
Heb.10:7
Then said I, Lo, I come…to do Thy will, O God.

b. He Continued with this Commitment in life.
Jn. 4:34
Jesus saith…My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work.
c. He would Complete His mission, whatever the Circumstances.

Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me: nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done. Lk. 22:42
2. He mustPreach the Kingdom of God to all.
Lk. 4:43

He said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.

a. The Purpose of His Preaching: 


Lk. 4:18-18
i. to preach the gospel to the poor;…to heal the brokenhearted, 
ii. to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

iii. to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

b. Isaiah’s Prophesy above was fulfilled in the People’s ears and before their very eyes.
Lk. 4:21

And He began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

cf. Isa. 61:1, 2a
3. In the Process, He must Suffer many things, even being Slain, but He would rise again.
 Lk. 9:22 cf. 24:7
From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go 
unto Jerusalem….
Mt. 16:21
a. He must Suffer many things:
Mk. 8:31


i. Be rejected of the elders and chief priests 
Lk. 9:22
ii. Be rejected of this generation
Lk. 17:25
iii. Be delivered into the hands of sinful men.
Lk. 24:7
b. He must be Slain:

i. The Son of man must…be slain.
Lk. 9:22
ii. Jesus…must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things… and be killed.
Mt. 16:21

iii. The Son of man must and be crucified….
Lk. 24:7
4. But He must…rise again on the third day.
Lk. 24:6-8
He is not here, but is risen: remember how He spake unto you when He was yet in Galilee
Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, 
and the third day rise again. And they remembered His words,
B. The “Must” of biblical Manuscript fulfilment.

1. The Ultimate Purpose of Biblical Prophecy:
Lk. 24:44

He said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in the psalms, concerning Me.
2. The Specific Parallel in the Prophetical Fulfilment.
Jn. 3:14, 15

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:


That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.


The Serpent on the Pole.
Num. 21:8, 9
a The Serpent was a Symbol of Sin.
Gen. 3:1, 14, 15
b The Sting of the Serpent was the Symbol of Death.
I Cor. 15:55, 56
c The Serpent on the pole was our Sinless Saviour made Sin for us:

As the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole;
Num. 21:8
So God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us;
II Cor. 5:21, NIV
d The Sight of the Serpent (Sin) on the pole brought Life to the one who Looked.
Num. 21:8, 9
And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, 
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

Cp. whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
Jn. 3:14
Must Jesus bear the cross alone, And all the world go free?

No, there’s a cross for everyone, And there’s a cross for me. 
Thom​as Shep​herd
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 345
1. It is interesting to note that Luke used “must” in his Gospel (KJV) 14 times in 14 verses, while the same word occurs 10 times in 9 verses in John’s Gospel.

In Jn. 3:30, apostle John used the word twice in the brief text of just seven words, as: 

He must increase, but I must decrease
to describe the relationship between John the Baptist and Jesus. John Baptist knew, as forerunner to prepare the way of the Lord, the time when Jesus appeared, he must gradually disappear into the background, finally even to completely vanish from the scene when he was beheaded by Herod at the request of a dancing girl. (Mt. 14:6-11). 
Paul also had the same aspiration when he was alive. He wrote to the believers at Philippi:

According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Paul was prepared to die and disappear from the scene which to him was far better, as then he could be in the presence of His beloved Master, but that would not benefit the Philippian saints. So he chose to stay back for their sake to magnify Christ among them.

For John Baptist, the decision was a “must” giving him no other option – He must increase, but I must decrease.

​For Paul, he had a choice, though a difficult one and he was in a dilemma. The deciding factor in his decision was that Jesus must be magnified – whether he lived or died it did not matter.
What is your outlook towards your present life? What is it?

Is there a “must” in your final decision and what is the governing factor?
REFLECT
2. 
Must I go, and empty handed, Thus my dear Redeemer meet?
Not one day of service give Him, Lay no trophy at His feet?
Refrain

Must I go, and empty handed?
Must I meet my Savior so?
Not one soul with which to greet Him,
Must I empty handed go?
Not at death I shrink or falter, For my Savior saves me now;
But to meet Him empty handed, Thought of that now clouds my brow.

Refrain

O the years in sinning wasted, Could I but recall them now,
I would give them to my Saviour, To His will I’d gladly bow.

Refrain

O ye saints, arouse, be earnest, Up and work while yet ’tis day;
Ere the night of death o’ertake thee, Strive for souls while still you may.

Refrain


Charles C. Lu​ther
Do read the above lyrics, ponder over the words carefully; 

Consider also the Lord’s requirement for His people to appear before Him:

 and they shall not appear before the LORD empty: (Deut. 16:16) 


and …REFLECT.
