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The Theme: 
flee from idolatry.
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The Text: 
Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.
I Jn.  5:21
The Thots:


Intro. Some commentators would refer to the “idols” in the above text figuratively, i.e. to things that usurp the place of God and which Christians idolise and worship. However there is reasonable ground for us to treat these idols literally and John wanted his “little children” to be on guard lest they returned to idolatry from which they came out of.

A. The Ephesian Believers’ background of Idolatry.

1. Deeds testifying to the Greatness of God were Witnessed in-idol Worshipping Ephesus.     Acts 19:17, 18-20
This was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. And many that believed came, and confessed, and showed their deeds.
2. Demetrius, a maker and Worshipper of the idol of Diana, was Wrathful with Paul.
Acts 19:24-27
 Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines for Diana…called together with the workmen of like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth. Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made with hands: So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at nought; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana should be despised, and her magnificence should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth.
3. The Ephesian Disciples need to guard against returning to their former idolatrous Ways.
I Jn. 5:21
a. They had Believed in Christ and proved it by their Works.

Acts 19:18

 Many that believed came, and confessed, and showed their deeds.

b. The Believers had spread God’s Word.

Acts 19:20
 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.
c. They must not Backslide into their idolatrous World again.

I Jn. 5:21

Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.
B. The Corinthian Believers’ background of Idolatry.

1. Their Steep Idolatry.
Acts 17:16

While Paul waited…at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.
2. The Step taken by some to believe in Christ.
Acts 17:34

And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, 
We will hear thee again of this matter…Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed:
3. However some Still linked themselves to idolatry.

a. They Ate food offered to idols.
I Cor. 8:10

For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not
the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols;

b. They Associated themselves with the demons’ table.
I Cor. 10:21

Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: 
ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.

c. They were Advised to flee from idolatry.
I Cor. 10:14

Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.

C. The Thessalonian Believers’ Background of Idolatry.
I Thes. 1:9
For they themselves…turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;

1. They would most probably be converted Gentiles as Jews abhorred idols.
Lev. 26:1

Ye shall make you no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up a standing image, 
neither shall ye set up any image of stone…to bow down unto it: for I am the LORD your God.
2. They had turned from idolatry to serve God.
I Thes. 1:9b
a. God is True and Living in contrast to the dead idols – 
Psa. 135:15-18
The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.

They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, but they see not;

They have ears, but they hear not; neither is there any breath in their mouths.

They that make them are like unto them: so is every one that trusteth in them.
b. They Turned from idols to the living and true God…
I Thes. 9, 10


i. To Serve Him.
ii. And to wait for His Son from heaven.
As we partake of the Lord’s Supper, let us pay heed to Paul’s exhortation to Flee from Idolatry, and John’s Keep yourselves from idols because You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord's table and the table of demons. (I Cor. 10:21, 14, NIV).
Called from the world and its idols to flee,



Called from the bondage of sin to be free.
L. N. Morris
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 344

1. It was reported in The Star, the Malaysian national newspaper (Aug. 23) that Master Kek Eng Seng ... claims to have ‘visited’ Hades under the guidance of his spiritual teacher. “While I was there I even saw the Tai Su Yeah (King of Hades) who was as tall as Komtar. He was clad in tiger skin and had brown complexion with fangs and big round eyes. I saw him grabbing people to swallow them ‘alive’, only for them to come out from his behind, as punishment for being wicked,” said Master Kek, who also studied Taoism, fortune telling and feng shui. (http://allmalaysia.info/2011/08/23/hell-of-a-tour/)
Then on Aug. 28, it was further reported in an article entitled: 54 people go on ‘hell’ tour

(http://thestar.com.my/metro/story.asp?file=/2011/8/28/north/9387784&sec=north)
In a scene akin to an occult movie, 54 people sat in darkness except for light from candles and burning prayer papers. All dressed in white, they sat still and did not make any move.

Their eyes were covered with a piece of black or yellow cloth, with an amulet inserted, as they sat under a large tent. All the while, a crowd of more than 100 people stood watching in silence, curious as incense smoke filled the air. The silence was only broken by a Buddhist master’s constant chanting of sutras as well as sounds from drums and cymbals.

The group of people sitting, which included journalists, were participants of the first-ever outdoor netherworld or hell “tour” in Malaysia held at Padang Brown in conjunction with the ongoing Phor Thor (Hungry Ghost Festival) last night. The “tour leader” was Tze Bei Guan Yin Centre leader Master Kek Eng Seng, who has 28 years of experience in dealing with spiritual matters and has studied Tibetan Buddhism, Taoism, fortune-telling and feng shui. Previously, he only conducted such “trips” within the confines of a temple. The “tour” is for believers of the spiritual world to interact with their loved ones and friends who have passed on. “It is also aimed at learning and understanding one’s purpose in life based on what has been encountered down there,” said the 52-year-old Master Kek.

The “tour” began at 8.30pm when the participants were briefed on the dos and don’ts as well as the night’s proceeding. The ceremony then started with them passing through “hell’s gate” before proceeding to burn a huge pile of hell bank notes. They then went on a brief procession along the road, which ended at another side of the field where the tent was set up.

Sales manager Janice Phuah, 36, from Kuala Lumpur said she “saw” a sports car and a neat street with shopping malls. “I also saw a large waterfall with a beautiful scenery but the strange thing was that there was no one around,” she said after the tour. The tour was jointly organised by the Penang Teong Guan Association and the state government. A ceremony to send off Tai Su Yeah (King of Hades) will also be held from 7pm at the same place today.
In Lk. 16:20-31, the Lord Jesus gave an account of what happened to Lazarus and the rich man after they died. The rich man found himself in Hades (the place of the departed dead; not Hell, as mistranslated in KJV and NIV) while Lazarus was in Abraham’s bosom (paradise). Compare and contrast this account with the articles above. Which would you believe?
REFLECT
And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.
2. Consider II Cor. 5:8, 9 - We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. Do you have this same confidence as Paul? See also Phil. 1:20-25.

Our confidence is that when we leave our bodies, we are ushered into the presence of our beloved Lord – that is why it is far better. Is this your confidence and hope?
REFLECT
