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The Theme: 
See God…and eat and drink
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Also they saw God, and did eat and drink.
Exo. 24:11b

The Thots:


Intro.: 
The text may allude to three possible groups of people and their respective attitudes 

towards Life and the Lord’s Supper. Consider the following:-
A. Their Attitude towards Life.

1. The Materialists: They eat and drink but do not see God.
Mt. 6:25
Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor...what ye shall put on. 
a. They have lost Sight of the true Purpose in Life – they Place more importance on Physical needs.
Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?
b. They cannot See God as the Source and Provider of their needs.
Mt. 6:26
Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?

c. They do not Seek God first and give Him the Priority
Mt. 6:33

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
2. The Spiritualists: 
Rom. 14:3, 6
Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: …He that eateth, eateth to the Lord; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.
a. They Believe they are the only ones to see God in what they eat and drink.
b. They Berate those who do not eat and drink the way they do.
c. They Belie the fact that all are accountable to God before the Judgment Seat of Christ. Rom. 14:10
But why dost thou judge thy brother?...for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

3. The Realists: They see God in all that they do: it does not matter what they eat or drink. Rom. 14:6

a. Whether they eat or not, drink or not, they always see God in their actions or otherwise.
He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; 

and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 

b. Whatever they do, they do it to the Glory of God.
I Cor. 10:31

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.

B. Their Attitude Towards the Lord’s Supper
1. The Ritualists: They eat and drink, but they do not see the Lord.

a. They Partake of the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 10:16, 17

For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.
b. At the same time they are also Partners at the Demons’ Table.
I Cor. 10:21, NRSV
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. 
You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.
i. Literally, they had not Broken off from their idolatrous Background.
I Cor. 10:14
Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.

ii. Physically, they were still Breaking Bread and drinking of the cup.
I Cor. 10:16b


The cup of blessing which we bless...The bread which we break...
iii. Spiritually, they were Breaking away from the Body of the Lord:
I Cor. 10:21, NRSV
2. The Habitualists: They eat and drink as a routine but do not see the Lord.
Cf. I Cor. 10:17
a. They are Physically Present at the Lord’s Supper every time.
b. It is their Practice to Partake of the bread and the cup.

i. They partake of the bread but they do not see its Symbolism.
· They do not Remember the Redemptive death of Christ for them.
I Cor. 11:24
He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body...broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.

· They forget their Responsibility to be Right with others in the body of Christ.
I Cor. 10:16b
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

ii. They partake of the cup but they do not see its Significance:
I Cor. 10:16a
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
c. They do not Prepare themselves to meet the Person of the Lord.
I Cor. 11:28
Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.
3. The Real Worshippers: they eat and drink and they see the Lord.
a. They are Physically Present at the Lord’s Supper and they are Prepared to meet the Lord.

i. They have spent time in His Presence before they come.

ii. They make sure they are Punctual in keeping their appointment with Him..
b. They Partake of the emblems of the bread and the cup and know their significance.
i. Their thoughts are focused on Remembering and Revering the Lord.

ii. They are in Right Relationship with God and other brethren in the body of Christ.


These are they who eat and drink, see God and give Him the Glory! 
I Cor. 10:31
And as now I eat and drink, Let me truly, sweetly think,

Thou didst hang upon the tree, Broken, bleeding, there—for me. 
W. Max​well
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1. Matt. 6:25- 34
25  Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?

We are to leave our material needs to God. Our spiritual needs are more important.
It is not that the Lord is not concerned with our physical needs. What He is concerned about is that we may know the priority in living. We just cannot serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon (wealth, NRSV, money, NIV) – Mt. 6:24

Consider how God cares for His creatures and His creation: 

26  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?

27  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?

28  And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:

29  And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

​
Why are we then so concerned that we go out of our way to see to our physical needs and completely ignore our more important spiritual needs?

30  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith.

Yes, sometimes it is so difficult not to be like our unbelieving friends in their pursuits in life. We tend to follow them:

31  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink?  
 

or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.

We forget that God is indeed concerned with our needs. The only condition required of us is that we seek...first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

The conclusion of our discussion is: 

34  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

Is it possible to adopt such an attitude in and towards life?
REFLECT.
2. God holds us responsible in what we eat and drink – not in the things that we eat or what we drink, but rather as to the motivation that makes us to eat and drink or not to. Do we do it as unto the Lord? 
He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. Rom. 14:6
And we have to account for what we do or not do before the Lord as all will have to stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ one day:

But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. (Rom. 14:10:12). ..Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. (I Cor. 10:31)
Are you ready therefore to give an account of what you eat or drink or otherwise before the Lord in that future day?
REFLECT.
