R342 Rumination for 28th August, 2011
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Falling at Jesus’ Knees and at Jesus’ Feet
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees…
Lk. 5:8



When…they saw the young childwith Mary His mother…



and fell down, and worshipped Him
Mt. 2:11
The Thots:


A. Falling at Jesus’ Knees in Amazement, Acknowledging one’s unWorthiness.
Lk. 5:8
When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying,

Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.
1. Jesus’ Command to Peter: Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.
Lk. 5:4

2. Peter’s Caution and hesitation to obey:

Lk. 5:5
a. His Previous Futile Experience – Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing
b. His Personal Faith Expressed – nevertheless at Thy word I will let down the net

3. The Consequence: the Miracle of the Multitude of fishes.

Lk. 5:6
And when they had this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes

a. Their nets Failed – because of the multitude of Fishes.

5:6
When they had this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.

b. Their Ships Sank.

5:7

And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink

c. Peter Fell down – his Faith shaken: 

5:8

When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 

Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.

i. He was more conscious of his human Failure initially – we...have taken nothing
ii. Then he struck out in Faith obediently – nevertheless...
iii. And now he was witnessing a superhuman Feat personally.

· He was Amazed at what he saw.
· He Asked the Lord to depart from him – not from him, but from his sin of unbelief.


Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord
· Thus, he fell at Jesus’ knees Acknowledging his unworthiness – I am a sinful man.
When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 

Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.

d. Peter’s Fear assuaged and he Followed Jesus afresh:
Lk. 5:10
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.

Peter was transformed from a Fisherman to a Fisher of Man!

B. Falling at Jesus’ Feet in Adoration and Worship.

Mt. 2:11
And when…they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: 
and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
1. The Posture of Worship – they…fell down, and worshipped Him.

a. They fell down – at His Feet? 
Cf. Apostle John – to worship, he fell down at the angel’s feet. 
Rev. 19:10
And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: 
I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: 
worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 
Rev 19:10

b. Prostrate on their Faces? 

Abraham bowed himself with his face toward the ground;
Gen. 19:1
[Note: bowed is Heb. shachah = to depress, i.e. prostrate (… in homage to royalty or God):--
bow (self) down, crouch, fall down (flat), humbly beseech, do (make) obeisance, 
do reverence, make to stoop, worship.
Strong.

It is translated worship in Gen. 22:5 – 1st occurrence in KJV.]

Abraham bowed with his face toward the ground at the feet in worship.
· Thus, the wise men fell down, probably at Baby Jesus’ feet to Adore and Worship Him.
Cf. Jairus: There cometh…Jairus by name; and when he saw Him, he fell at His feet. 
Mark 5:22
2. The Presents of Worship – they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
As we remember Him this day let us bow…
At His Knees to Acknowledge that we are not Worthy to be in His Presence, but for His Grace, 

And at His Feet to Adore and Worship Him with our Presents of Praise as unto God.

Let every tribe and every tongue before Him prostrate fall
And shout in universal song the crownèd Lord of all (x2)
O that, with yonder sacred throng, we at His feet may fall,

Join in the everlasting song, and crown Him Lord of all, (x2)
Ed Per​ro​net

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 342
1. Peter was at the Lord’s knees to confess that he was a sinful man, not worthy of His patience with him. He had given excuses earlier not to follow His instructions because what the Lord had told him to do, he had already done and had met with failure. Why should he do it all over again? However, against his better judgment, or was it his faith in the Lord he acted otherwise? 

It is recorded “nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.”  These were amazing words coming out of the mouth of one who was asked to do what he would already know. Yes, he would know the outcome because he had already done what he was told to do.
The word “nevertheless” is therefore amazing.

It implies that it went against the grain of his thinking, the flow of his thoughts – it was just not rational, and it though it would result in the same anticipated failure, nevertheless, he would do it.

Why? 

Perhaps these were words of instruction from his Lord and Master.

Perhaps His Master would perform a miracle as he had seen it done before.
Perhaps it was one of those occasions Peter would just trust the Lord and obey even though to him it was not rational?

Perhaps this week you may be in such circumstances as Peter. And you may be challenged by the Lord (against your rational thinking) to do something or go somewhere that may not make any sense to you. Will you nevertheless obey?
REFLECT.

2. I Kgs. 8:54-56
And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying all this prayer and supplication unto the LORD, he arose from before the altar of the LORD, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up to heaven.

And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel with a loud voice, saying,

Blessed be the LORD, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.
Solomon was kneeling on his knees when he Prayed.
It demonstrated his humility. It also showed off his great sincerity as he spread his hands up to heaven as a posture of heart-felt appeal to his Majestic God to listen to Him.
He was on his knees praying and pleading, supplicating to the extent of begging and beseeching for God’s blessings to be bestowed on him, His people and the temple that he was dedicating to God.

Then he stood up on his feet to Praise God for His blessings on the congregation and for keeping His promises to Moses which he and the people were witnessing before their very eyes the completion of the temple.
Because Solomon was on his knees to pray, he could then be on his feet to praise.

This week will you be on your knees and on your feet at the knees and at the feet of Jesus, your Lord and Master?
REFLECT.

