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The Theme: 
Drink The Cup.
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The Text: 
The cup which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?
Jn. 18:11
The Thots:


A. Jesus was to Drink of the Cup in His Father’s hand:

Jn. 18:11

Then said Jesus unto Peter… “the cup which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?”
1. Cf. the cup of the Father’s Fury.
…O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the cup of His fury.
Isa. 51:17 cf.  22

For thus saith the LORD God of Israel…Take the wine cup of this fury at My hand, 
and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it.
Jer. 25:15

2. Cf. the cup of Wine to be poured out upon the Wicked in judgment.
Psa. 75:8, NIV
In the hand of the LORD is a cup full of foaming wine mixed with spices; 
He pours it out, and all the wicked of the earth drink it down to its very dregs.
3. And as man’s Substitute and Saviour, Jesus had to drink the cup of Suffering and death.
Jn. 18:11

Then said Jesus unto Peter…”the cup which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?”

B. The Sons of Zebedee (James and John) thought they could have a Share of the Cup.
Mk.10:38, 39a
But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of?
and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? And they said unto Him, We can.
1. They could die the Martyr’s death for their Master’s behalf – (as what happened to them later) Mk. 10:39b

Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of;  
and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:
[Note: James was the first martyr, (Acts 12:2) and John was the last apostle to die, cf. Rev. 1:9]
2. But Jesus could not Reward them with a position on the Right hand of His Royal throne.
Mk. 10:37
They said, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, 
in Thy glory. But to sit on My right hand and on My left hand is not mine to give…
Mk. 10:40
3. Only Jesus could sit on the right hand of His Father because only He could drink of the Father’s cup. Heb. 1:3

When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
C. Jesus anticipating the Cup from His Father later, instituted His own cup 
of His new Covenant with them.
Mk. 14:23-25; Lk. 22:17-20
And He took the cup, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them: and they all drank of it.

And He said unto them, This is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.

Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God.

1. Soon He would fulfil His Messianic Mission and drink of the cup from His Father’s hand.
2. He would Shed His blood and Stablish a new covenant with the many whom He would Redeem.

3. He would then institute a cup that His own would drink from in Remembrance of Him.
[See #E]
D. Jesus’ drank of the Father’s cup in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Mt. 26:39, 42
1. At first, He “Struggled” with this cup of Suffering and coming judgment. 
He…fell on His face, and prayed, saying, O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.
2. Then He Surrendered His Will to the Father and was Submissive unto death, even the death of the cross:

…nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt…
O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done.
3. Thus, He…became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil. 2:8
E. Our Obligation to Drink of the Cup.
I Cor. 11:25, 26
1. Jesus was Obedient to His Father and drank of the Father’s cup fulfilling His Will.

2. We too have an Obligation to drink of His cup which He had instituted for us to remember Him.  11:25

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

3. And we need to do this often and Regularly until He Returns to take us to be with Him.
I Cor. 11:6  
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
“Abba, Father, Father, if indeed it may,
Let this cup of anguish pass from Me, I pray;
Yet, if it must be suffered, by Me, Thine only Son,
Abba, Father, Father, let Thy will be done.”
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 341
1. I Cor. 10:16
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

The cup of blessing probably refers to the blessing invoked by the head of the Jewish family after the Passover. 

Here, the term has been transferred to the cup that believers drink from in the Lord’s Supper. The idea of “blessing” (eulogesas, Mt 26:22; Mark 14:22) and “giving thanks” (eucharistesas, Lk. 22:19) stand out.  We bless (give thanks to) the Lord for our communion with Christ in His blood that was shed for us.  [Note: Communion is literally a participation in.] 
Thus, as we drink of the cup we not only give thanks to our Lord for shedding His blood for us but we also participate in the benefits wrought by the shedding of His precious blood. Thus, in the drinking of the cup it is at once a symbol of our fellowship with Him in the shedding of His precious blood and with the many others in the body of Christ who similarly have benefitted from the shedding of His blood as symbolized in our breaking of the bread signifying that we are all in the body of Christ.

This thought of being one together in the body of Christ of all believers who have been washed in His precious blood to make us all one in Him, should challenge us to love all in the body of Christ in spite of our differences and diversities.  Can you consider yourself to be one with all who call upon the Name of the Lord?
REFLECT.
2. I Cor. 10:21
KJV – Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: 
ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.

NRSV – You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. 
You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.

In the above text, two cups are mentioned, viz. the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons.

The cup of the Lord would refer to the cup at the Lord’s Supper as referred to in v. 16, while the cup of demons would refer to the sacrifices of wine poured out to appease the demons in pagan worship.  The Corinthians believers have come out of paganism but have not come out completely from their past influence, thus Paul’s constant exhortation in 
    II Cor. 6:14-18
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
The Lord’s Table embraces a wider meaning than the Lord’s Supper – it includes all those who have the right to participate at His Supper – those in the Body of Christ, in contrast to only those in the local church.  If you name the Name of Christ, you must come out from the fellowship (table) of demons (see the list above) and be separate unto the Lord. Are you?
REFLECT
