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The Theme: 
Our Hope
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The Text: 
Looking for that blessed hope… our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Tit. 2:13
The Thots:


A. Before Now, we had no hope – being in time past Gentiles in the flesh.
Eph. 2:11-12
1. We were Hope-less – having no hope


a. And were called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands,
i.e. We were not His earthly Chosen people as the people of Israel were:
cf. Deut. 7:6
For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee 
to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.
i. We had no Covenants with God – strangers from the covenants of promise
cf. Gen. 17:10
ii. We were not Circumcised – circumcision was God’s covenant sign of His promises to Israel.

This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you and thy seed after thee;
 Every man child among you shall be circumcised.

b. Thus, we were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel.
2. We were Help-less – Gentiles in the flesh
a. We were without God in the world. We were Foolish…
i. To Ideate that there was no God - The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.
Psa. 14:1
ii. To change our Idea of God to fit our own Imaginations.
Rom. 1:21-23
When they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
iii. To even Idolise an unknown god.
Acts 17:23
For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, 
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD whom therefore ye ignorantly worship.
b. We were without Christ. To be without Christ is…
i. To be without eternal life.
Cf. Jn. 17:3; 20:31
This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent.

ii. To be without present joy: that they might have My joy fulfilled in themselves.
Cf. Jn. 17:13b

iii. To be without future hope: Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope;
Cf. I Tim. 1:1
B. But Now, we have a Hope - But now in Christ Jesus…
ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. Therefore, we now have a Hope.
1. A Blessed Hope.
Tit. 2:13
Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
a. It is a Blessed hope because… 
i. It is the promised Return of Christ for His saints:
Jn. 14:3
If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.

ii. There is going to be a Rapture of all sleeping and living Saints in Christ:
I Thes. 4:17a cf. v. 13
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
iii. There will be a grand Reunion of the saints with Christ -
I Thes. 4:17b
To meet the Lord in the air and so shall we ever be with the Lord
b. It is a Glorious Hope.
i. We shall see Him returning in His Glory – the glorious appearing 
Tit. 2:13

He is our Great God and our Glorious Saviour. 
ii. We shall appear with Him in Glory –
Col. 3:4
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory.
2. A Living Hope.
I Pet. 1:3-5, NIV
a. Bestowed upon us through our New Birth – He has given us new birth into a living hope 
b. Realised for us through His Resurrection – through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
c. Bequeathed and Bestowed on us with an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade

d. Reserved to be Revealed to us at His coming – kept in heaven for you…ready to be revealed in the last time. 
3. A Purifying Hope.
I Jn. 3:2, 3
a. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
b. But we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.

c. And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure.
C. For Now, let us remember Him in the Breaking of Bread and Drinking of the Cup until He comes. I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.
Looking for that blessèd hope, Looking for that blessèd hope;
We know the hour is nearing, The hour of His appearing,

We’re looking for that blessèd hope.
Tho​ro Har​ris
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1. Christ our Blessed Hope Promises His return for us that we would be where He is.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
Jn. 14:3

Christ our Living Hope assures us of His Presence with us in this life – 
that where we are, He is.

And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
Mt. 28:20

Christ our Purifying Hope promises the Perfection that will be ours – 

to be like Him as He is.
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; 

for we shall see Him as he is.  And every man that hath this hope in Him 
purifieth himself, even as He is pure.
I Jn. 3:2, 3

No matter what your circumstances, do you have this hope in a Resurrected and Returning Saviour?

Not to have this hope Paul claims is to be most miserable.
I Cor. 15:16-20

For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:

And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.

 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.

 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.

 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.

Are you living this life in hope of this Resurrected and Returning Saviour?


Paul again says:

Phil. 1:20, 21

According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Is this your hope also?

REFLECT
2. Wikipedia gives a definition of Hope that is worthy of thought for us all.  It defines Hope as: 
Hope is the belief in a positive outcome related to events and circumstances in one's life.[1]
Hope is distinct from positive thinking, which refers to a therapeutic or systematic process used in psychology for reversing pessimism. In other words, hope is a feeling of optimistic feelings in a negative or falling situation to overcome it in success. 

The term false hope refers to a hope based entirely around a fantasy or an extremely unlikely outcome.
Reflect on the above definition and see how biblical hope is similar or different to what has been defined. 

Reflect too on the role of positive thinking that many (even Christians) have sought to replace Biblical hope with.

Seek to show too that our Biblical Hope on the Resurrected and Returning Lord is indeed not a false hope.

REFLECT
