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The Theme: 
He opened not his mouth
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The Text: 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet He opened not his mouth:
Isa. 53:7
The Thots:


A. He Opened Not His Mouth because He expected to Suffer.
Isa. 53:7a
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: 
1. He came Prepared to Suffer for our Sin.
Isa. 53:5
He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities…
a. He Suffered Mentally and Spiritually – He was oppressed.
[Oppress = to burden spiritually or mentally: weigh heavily upon.
Merriam-Webster Dict.]
i. Jesus began to be sorrowful and very heavy, 
then saith He unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.
Mt. 26:37, 38
ii. Being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground.
Lk. 22:44
iii. Who in the days of His flesh…offered up prayers…with strong crying and tears. 
Heb. 5:7
b. He Suffered Physically – and he was afflicted
[Afflict = to inflict on a person something that is hard to bear. afflict is a general term and applies to the causing of pain or suffering or of acute annoyance, embarrassment, or any distress.
M-W Dict.]
i. The soldiers…took Jesus…and they stripped Him, and put on Him a scarlet robe…platted a crown of thorns…put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand: and they bowed the knee before Him, 
and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!
Mt. 27:27-29
ii. And they spit upon Him, and took the reed, and smote Him on the head.
Mt. 27:30
iii. And led Him away to crucify Him.
Mt. 27:31
2. He came with the Purpose to be our Substitute and bear our Sins.
a. Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
I Pet. 2:24
b. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom. 5:8
c. God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us…
II Cor. 5:21, NIV
B. He Opened not his mouth because he Expected to be Slain.
Isa. 53:7b
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter… so he openeth not his mouth

1. He knew what was Coming and nothing would Change it.
Mt. 16:21

From that time forth began Jesus to show…how…He must…suffer…be killed, and be raised again the third day.

a. He had come to Commend God’s love to the world.
Rom. 5:8

b. He had Committed Himself to do God’s Will.
Heb. 10:7

c. It was in the determinate Counsel of God that He should be slain.
Acts 2:23

2. He was the Sacrificial Lamb offered to take away the Sin of the world.
Jn. 1:29


Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

a. When He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not; 
but committed Himself to Him
I Pet. 2:23
b. A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, The guilt of all men bearing;
And laden with the sins of earth, None else the burden sharing!
Goes patient on, grow weak and faint, To slaughter led without complaint,
That spotless life to offer; Bears shame and stripes, and wounds and death,
Anguish and mockery, and saith, “Willing all this I suffer”.
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3. He was the Shepherd taking the place of the Sheep to give His life for them.
Isa. 53:7b
As a sheep before her shearers is dumb so he openeth not his mouth

a. His Sheep had gone astray – All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
b. As Shepherd He laid down His life for the Sheep. – and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
Cf. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.
Jn. 10:11
C. Now we should open our mouth and not keep Silent.

1. Those who keep Silent are the Deaf and Dumb –
Psa. 38:13
But I, as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth.
2. Those who are Stirred up will not keep Silent:
Luke 19:40

a. The Stones: I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.
b. The Sucklings and Babes: And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the son of David…and said unto Him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?
Mt. 21:15, 16
Therefore, Can His Redeemed Saints keep Silent?
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
Psa. 107:2
O praise the Lord, for He is good, His mercies still endure;
Thus let His ransomed testify, From all their foes secure.
He has redeemed His captive saints From adversaries’ hands,
Has gathered them and brought them back In peace from hostile lands.
The Psal​ter
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1. Jesus opened not His mouth…              He had no intention…
a. To Satisfy Herod’s Avid curiosity.
Lk. 23:8, 9
When Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see Him of a long season, 
because he had heard many things of Him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by Him. 
Then he questioned with Him in many words; but He answered him nothing.

b. To Submit Himself to the chief priests’ false Allegations.
Mk. 15:3-5

And the chief priests accused Him of many things: but He answered nothing.

And Pilate asked Him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how many things they witness against Thee. But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled.

He answered him to never a word…that the governor marvelled greatly. 
Mt. 27:13
c. To Succumb to Pilate’s Assumed Authority.
Jn. 19:9-11

Pilate saith unto Jesus, Whence art Thou?  But Jesus gave him no answer.  Then saith Pilate unto Him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify Thee, and have power to release Thee? Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against Me, except it were given thee from above.

What do the above examples of Jesus keeping silence teach you? Are there occasions when you should not open your mouth even when you are right? When will these be?
REFLECT.
2. In the gathering of the church, there are times when the man and the woman should give up their respective Rights and take on Roles appointed to them by the Head (Christ is the Head of the church, Eph. 5:23). Jesus Himself was an excellent Example as He asked his disciples to do what He did. Consider…
For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 
Jn. 13:15

Jesus’ Rights - Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.
Jn. 13:13

Jesus’ Role (as a servant) - He riseth from supper, and laid aside His garments; 

Jesus’ Responsibility in acting out His Role – ...and took a towel, and girded Himself. 



After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet, 


and to wipe them with the towel wherewith He was girded.
Jn. 13:4, 5


Compare also
Phil. 2:6-8, NIV
Jesus’ Rights - 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,

Jesus’ Role - 
but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
Jesus’ Responsibility in acting out His Role - And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself 

and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!
Note: At no instance, did Jesus ever lose His Rights when He took on the appointed Role of obedience.
Now compare the Rights, appointed Roles and Responsibilities of man and woman
in the gathering of the church when they own the Headship of Christ:
I Cor. 11:3

But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; 

and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

Their Rights: 

there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
Gal. 3:28


if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;    
Rom. 8:17
Their Representative Roles: The Husband/Man is to represent Christ and the Wife/Woman the Church in Roles.

The husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: Eph. 5:23

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church.
Eph. 5:25

Their Roles: 
the head of the woman is the man
I Cor. 11:3

But I suffer not a woman…to usurp authority over the man.
I Tim. 2:12
The Responsibilities of…

Husband at Home: Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church.
Eph. 5:25

Man in Church: I will therefore that men (lit. males) pray….
I Tim. 2:8
The Responsibilities of…

Wife at Home: Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.
Eph. 5:22


Woman in Church: I suffer not a woman to teach…but to be in silence.  I Tim. 2:12


As in all churches of the saints, Let your women keep silence in the churches:



for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
I Cor. 14:33, 34

The Reasons: 


For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, 

but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.
I Tim. 2:13, 14


Cp. For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man.
I Cor. 11:8, 9


Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man.

The above instructions were not from Paul but from the Head of the Church through Paul:
I Cor. 14:37, 39

If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord. But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.
Can you make a distinction between the Rights and Roles of Man and Woman, Husband and Wife, 

and the Responsibilities of each in his/her different Role as even the Lord Himself accepted His?

In this era of so-called human rights and sexual equality in the secular world, can you accept the God-appointed 

role and responsibility of men and women in the home and in the church? 

[Note: this does not apply outside the context of the home and church.]
REFLECT
