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The Theme: 
In the Fulness of Time
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The Text: 
When the fulness of the time was come
Gal. 4:
The Thots:


A. The Lord’s Birth was no Accident.
Gal. 4:4, 5


But, when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son made of a woman, made under the law.
1. It was Planned – when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son.
a. It was at a time so Determined by God Himself – the time was come.
Acts 2:23
Cf. Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God.


b. It was at the Decided time when all things would work together – fullness of the time. Rom. 8:28

Cf. all things work together for good…according to His purpose.

2. It was Prophesied – made of a woman, made under the law.
Cf. Isa. 7:14
The Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son.
3. It was with Purpose – To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
a. To Redeem those under the Bondage of the Law.

b. For them to Receive the new Birth and the adoption of sons.

B. The Lord’s Life was no accident.

1. When His time was not yet come…
a. He would not be Involved – 
Jn. 7:6 NIV

“Dear woman, why do you involve Me?" Jesus replied. "My time has not yet come." 
b. He would not be Implicated.
Jn. 7:8
Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast: for My time is not yet full come.

c. His enemies could not Incarcerate Him.
Jn. 8:59

Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.

2. When His time was come,

a. He was Ready to fulfil His mission, even if He should do it alone. 
Jn. 16:32 

Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, 

and shall leave Me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.
b. He Resolutely set out for Jerusalem where He knew He would die.
Lk. 9:51

As the time approached for Him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 
Cf. From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things…and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
Mt. 16:21
C. The Lord’s Death was no Accident.
1. He Expected it in His time.
Mk. 14:41, 42
a. And He cometh the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: 

it is enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

b. Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth Me is at hand.
2. He Equated it to the Hour of His Glory.
Jn. 12:23
a. And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified.

b. These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, 
Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify Thee:
Jn. 17:1

3. When He Estimated His time to be near He set out to Fulfil His Mission with His Father. Jn. 16:32
Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, 
and shall leave Me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.

4. He Expired at the time when the Passover Lamb was slain!
a. Now from the sixth hour there was Darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.
Mt. 27:45
b. And about the ninth hour, Jesus Died.
Mt. 27:46
Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying…My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken Me?

When Jesus…said, It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.
Jn. 19:30
c. That was about the hour when the Passover Lamb was slain.
Exo. 12:6
Ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening, lit. between the two evenings, i.e. twilight, NIV
Now He has Appointed a Time for His people to meet and remember Him:
I Cor. 11:23-26
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus 

the same night in which He was betrayed took bread…After the same manner also He took the cup…
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
How can I think of all He bore— The shame, the thorns, the pain,
And unrepentant go my way To pierce His heart again?
Forsaken in His darkest hour By all, except His God,
Shall I deny my blessčd Lord, Who died to lift the rod?
T. A. Owen
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1. Do you think that things can happen or come into your life by chance or coincidence? 

Or do you believe that all things are of God and none can come into your life without Him permitting them? Everything that happens to you occurs in His time as He allows it.

Do you believe that you truly know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose?
Rom. 8:28, KJV

In this translation, the emphasis seems to be on those who love God that all things work for good. The condition is that they must love God.

Consider how the NIV translates it:

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
In this translation, it is God Who works for the good of those who love Him. The “things” that come into the lives of those who love Him do not necessarily work themselves out for good. It is God Who so orders them.
Or how the NRSV translates the text:

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.
This text seems to have the same idea as in the KJV – the emphasis is on the things that somehow will work out for good to them that love God.

What do you understand from this wonderful promise of God?
1) That all things that come into your life will work for your good?

2) That all things that come into your life will only be for your good provided that you fall into the category of those who love God, i.e. you are a Christian?

3) That all things that come into your life will only be for your good if you are loving God (as in some commentaries)  then, if you have backslidden they may not turn out for your good?

4) That it in all things it is God who works for the good of those who love Him? It is God Who is in control of all these things and makes them turn out for good.
5) That things may look “bad” for you, but God allows still them into your life for your own good because you love Him.

Which of the above conditions do you think the text refers to? 
REFLECT. 

2. You will note in the Rumination above when it was not His time, our Lord would not allow the circumstances then to preempt His purpose. He did everything according to His time so that when that time reached its “fulness” He was ready to submit Himself for the hour –  He was indeed the Man of the Hour, or would we say, the Man of the Moment?
Consider what wise Solomon had to say about Time? 
Eccl. 3:1-8
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

2  A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

3  A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;

4  A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

5  A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

6  A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

7  A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

8  A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

What do the Lord’s Example and Solomon’s Precepts teach you about God’s Time or Timing for you in your life’s events and happenings?
REFLECT
