R330 Rumination for 05 June, 2011
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
God loved and He gave…Christ loved and He Gave.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.
Jn. 3:16
The Thots:


A. God Loved us and gave His Son for us.

1. Consider the Fact of the Gospel in the Good news:
Jn. 3:16

For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His 

Only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 

Perish, but have 

Everlasting 

Life.

2. Consider God’s Act of Commending His love to us through His Son, Jesus Christ:
Rom. 5:8
God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

a. When we were Sinners deserving condemnation…
b. He sent His Son to be our Substitute to Save us from such –
c. In this, He Served evidence of His love for us. In Fact:

i. …When we were without Strength to save ourselves, Christ died for us, the ungodly.
Rom. 
5:6
ii. …When we were Sinners, Christ died for us.

5:8

iii. …When we were His Sworn enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son. 
5:10
3. Consider God’s Pact with us in Calling us His Children.
I Jn. 3:1, NIV
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!

a. Behold His Lavishing Love for us that makes us His Sons (and daughters).
I Jn. 3:1, KJV
b. He also makes us His Beloved and calls us Saints – beloved of God, called to be saints:
Rom. 1:7
c. Christ Himself is not ashamed to call us His Brethren because we are His Sanctified.
Heb. 2:11

For both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause 
He is not ashamed to call them brethren.
B. Christ Loved us and Gave Himself for Us.

1. Christ loved the Church…and gave Himself for it.
Eph. 5:25
2. Christ loved us:

a. Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
Eph. 5:2

b. Jesus Christ… loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood.
Rev. 1:5

3. Christ loved me…and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20
C. We love God/Christ what do we give to Him?
God loved… and Christ loved… and Both gave:
II Thes. 2:16
Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, 

and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace.


We love what do we give or present Him?

1. Let us Present God our bodies as a living sacrifice in Worship.
Rom. 12:1, NRSV
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
2. Let us Present our Lord with our Gifts of Worship:
Mt. 2:11
When they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

a. Gold – To Revere Him in His Deity.
b. Frankincense – To Recount His Dedicated love and life given in sacrifice as sweet incense to God for us. 
c. Myrrh – to Remember His Death.

3. Let us be Present at the Lord’s Supper…


a. As Often as we can – 
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

b. To Obey His Commission to… this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you…

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it…

c. To faithfully Observe it until He comes.

See, the feast of love is spread, Drink the wine, and break the bread;
Sweet memorials, till the Lord Calls us round His heavenly board;


Some from earth, from glory some Severed only, Till He come. 
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1. It is noteworthy to observe that the Love of our Lord Jesus Christ filters right down to the individual – He loved the church; He loved us; and finally He loved me. (See section B above.) 
How does this challenge you as an individual and as a member of His church to respond to His love?

Surely it has to be more than mutual or reciprocal love. It must be a love response that is peculiar and unique to you.  Let us listen in to some individuals who have responded in their unique ways to the love of Christ:
Paul wrote: 

The love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: And that He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again. (II Cor. 5:14)

 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (Phil. 1:20, 21)

CT Studd, missionary to China said: 

 If Jesus Christ is God and He died for me, no sacrifice I can make is too great for Him.
And here is what Hudson Taylo, founder of the China Inland Mission, had to say when challenged by the love of Christ in giving His life for him: 
If I had 1000 lives, I’d give them all for China.

Isaac Watts in his famous hymn, When I survey the wondrous cross wrote:

Love so amazing, so divine, demands my heart, my life, my all.
Amy Carmichael, missionary to India, wrote:

You can give without loving. But you cannot love without giving?

Many more who have been touched by the Love of Christ can be quoted. 
But suffice to mention the few above. 

Do you love Christ enough to give? What would you give?
REFLECT.
2. In the Lord’s Priestly Prayer recorded in John 17, we note that the Father gave the Son; the Son received, and He gave to others, as follows:
17:2 - As Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him.

17:7, 8 - Now they have known that all things whatsoever Thou hast given Me are of thee. For I have given unto them the words which Thou gavest Me; and they have received them.

17:9 – I pray for them…which Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine. And all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and I am glorified in them.

17:11 - …Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, as we are.

17:14 - I have given them Thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

17:22 - the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:

17:24 - Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which thou hast given Me.
Go over the above texts again and underline the purpose for which the Father gave the Son His gifts and the purpose for which the Son gave us His. Having received, are we giving? Are we fulfilling the goals for which the gifts were given to us?
REFLECT. 
