R326 Rumination for 8 May, 2011 (Mother’s Day Rumination)
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Mothers

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother…
Jn. 19:25
The Thots:
 

Intro.: The modern Mother’s Day is celebrated on various days in many parts of the world, most commonly in March, April or May. Malaysia follows the United States, Canada, New Zealand, Australia, etc. and celebrates it on the 2nd Sunday in May. For today’s Rumination consider the Lord Jesus and the mothers involved with Him.
A. The Role of Mary, the Mother of Jesus.
1. She was the Virgin prophesied to give birth to the Divine-promised Son.

a. The Foretelling: A virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
Isa. 7:14

b. The Fulfilment:
Mt. 1:22, 23
Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled…Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
c. The Fact: 
Lk. 1:27


To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph…and the virgin's name was Mary.

2. She was the Vehicle through whom Jesus would be born.
Gal. 4:4


When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law.
a. God’s Purpose in Sending His Son through Mary. Jesus was…
i. …made of a woman… for the suffering of death.
​Cf. Heb. 2:9
Cf. made in the likeness of men… became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Phil. 2:7, 8
ii. …made under the law – Cf. Think not that I am come to destroy the law... but to fulfil.
Mt. 5:17
iii. …to redeem them that were under the law, 
Gal. 4:5a

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.
Gal. 3:13

b. The Position of Sonship given to us by God – that we might receive the adoption of sons.
Gal. 4:5b

Cf. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God… Beloved, now are we the sons of God.
I Jn. 3:1, 2
c. Our Privilege as Sons (and daughters) of God
Gal. 4:6, 7
And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father…thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

B. The Relationship of Mary, the Mother, with Jesus:
1. The physical relationship:
Mt. 12:47

Behold, Thy mother and Thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with Thee.


2. The spiritual relationship:
Mt. 12:49, 50

He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, and said, Behold My mother and My brethren!

For whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My…mother.

3. The familial relationship. At the end of His life, while on the cross:
a. Jesus Committed His mother to John.
Jn. 19:26
When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, 

He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son!

b. He then Charged John to Care for His mother.
Jn. 19:27

Saith He to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

C. The Responsible Mothers  who Ministered to Jesus right to the end.
1. When Jesus was Crucified, the mothers were at the Cross:


a. Mary was there: Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother…


Jn. 19:25

b. Mary the Mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's children were there.
Mt. 27:55, 56
2. After the Burial, the mothers returned to the tomb Bringing spices to anoint the Body of Jesus after sabbath.
When the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, 
had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint Him.


Mk. 16:1

The mothers ministered to Jesus right to the end.
Mk. 15:40, 41
Cf. Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome;

(Who also, when He was in Galilee, followed Him, and ministered unto Him;)


On this Lord’s Day, as we remember the Lord, may all mothers in their silent role appreciate and adore Him the more. Join the other mothers at the foot of the cross, who, without a word but with silence that spoke more than a thousand words, looked up and listened to the Son’s last words: 


Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit:
Lk. 23:46
At the cross, her station keeping, Stood the mournful mother weeping, Where He hung, the dying Lord;
For her soul of joy bereavèd, Bowed with anguish, deeply grievèd, Felt the sharp and piercing sword.

Oh, how sad and sore distressed Now was she, that mother blessed Of the sole begotten One;
Deep the woe of her affliction, When she saw the crucifixion Of her ever glorious Son.











Unknown
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 326

1. Read the words of the quoted hymn above again meditatively and Reflect on its continuation as the composer challenges all mothers with these words below:

Who, on Christ’s dear mother gazing 
Pierced by anguish so amazing 
Born of woman, would not weep?

Who, on Christ’s dear mother thinking 
Such a cup of sorrow drinking 
Would not share her sorrows deep?

For His people’s sins chastisèd, 
She beheld her Son despisèd, 
Scourged, and crowned with thorns entwined


Saw Him then from judgment taken, 
And in death by all forsaken, 
Till His Spirit He resigned.

Jesu, may her deep devotion 
Stir in me the same emotion, 
Fount of love, Redeemer kind, 

That my heart fresh ardor gaining,
And a purer love attaining,
May with Thee acceptance find.

Dear mothers, how would you feel if you were in the place of Mary beholding her Son on the cross this day? How would it affect you for the rest of this week?
REFLECT.
2. Up to the very last minute, as Mary’s Son hanged on the cross in excruciating pain, His thoughts could still be of His earthly mother that He would soon leave behind. He was concerned for her welfare and He committed John, His beloved disciple, to take her into his own home to care for her as her own son in His absence. He also charged His mother to accept John as her son to stay with him.
Do you still see the need and necessity of such a scene to be re-enacted in our generation in our own mother-children, father-children relationships today?
For children who are reading this, it will be a good Mother’s Day present if you can resolve on this special day never to forsake your mother (or father) in their golden years. Would you be able to give this Mother’s Day present to your mother this day? 
REFLECT.
