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The Theme: 
AND…

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
and was lame on both his feet
II Sam. 9:13

The Thots:
 

Intro. When a very short but terse sentence beginning with “And” appears at the conclusion of a narrative, an event or an incident, it often conveys a very crisp thought that sort of summarises what has been said earlier. Its crispness often introduces a surprised and unexpected ending. Its laconic ending itself may even be an exclamation.  It frequently is a contrast to the long narrative before it. 
For today’s rumination, we shall meditate on three such statements in scripture (in KJV)
A. And was lame on both his feet or David was Gracious –
II Sam. 9:13

Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat continually at the king's table; and was lame on both his feet.
1. David was Gracious, i.e. Bestowing Blessings on someone who did not deserve them.
II Sam. 9:3
Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?


Kindness is Heb. checed = favour, kindness, mercy, etc.
Strong
a. David showed kindness (Favour) for the sake of Jonathan, David’s covenant Friend.
II Sam. 9:1
…that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?


Cf. Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.
I Sam. 18:1-3
b. Mephibosheth Did not Deserve it – he was of the house of Saul who hunted David Down when he was alive.

Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?
9:1
Ct. Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they should kill David.

19:1
c. Mephibosheth himself also knew he Was not Worthy of such favour. 
II Sam.

i. He Called himself a servant: Behold thy servant!

9:6

ii. He Confessed: What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?
9:8b
iii. His Condition: Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet.

9:3b
2. David was more than Gracious, i.e. he Gave more than what Mephibosheth deserved.
a. He Restored fully what Rightly belonged to Mephibosheth.
II Sam. 9:7

David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely… restore thee all the land of Saul thy father.
b.  David then Favoured him with the rights of his own royal Family:
II Sam. 9:11

As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at my table, as one of the king's sons.

i. thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.
9:7
ii. Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread alway at my table.
9:10b

So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat continually at the king's table; 
9:13
and was lame on both his feet! – he could not Walk and he could not Work!
9:13 cf. Eph. 2:8, 9
Cf. By Grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the Gift of God: 

Not of works, lest any man should boast.
B. And he was a Samaritan  or The Samaritan was Grateful –

Lk. 17:15, 16
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God,

And fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.
1. Ten lepers saw the Lord and cried out: Jesus, Master, have Mercy on us.
Lk. 17:12, 13

2. Jesus Required of them to Go show yourselves unto the priests
17:14a

3. Their Response would demonstrate their faith in Jesus to heal them. Thus:
17:14b

It came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.

4. One leper Returned to thank the Lord when he found himself healed.
17:15, 16 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed…fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks
5. The other nine Jewish (?) lepers Regarded not their need to return to Jesus to say Thank You!
17:17
And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?

a. Only one leper Returned – and he was a Samaritan!
17:15, 16
b. And Jews would have no Dealings with Samaritans because they Despised the latter.
Jn. 4:9
For the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

c. But it was a Samaritan who returned to thank Jesus, a Jew!
C. and it was night or Judas was an inGrate –

Jn. 13:30
He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night.
1. Jesus Revealed the presence of a traitor while at supper with His disciples.
Jn. 13:21b
Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray Me.

2. Jesus Redirected the answer to John’s inquiry to Judas.
13:25, 26
He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto Him, Lord, who is it? Jesus answered, He it is, to whom 
I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when He had dipped the sop, He gave it to Judas Iscariot.
3. Judas was given the chance to Repent and not betray his Master but he Rejected it.
13:27

After the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.

4. So Judas then having Received the sop went immediately out: and it was night.
13:30
It was night in the soul and spirit of Judas when he rejected his Lord as he exited into the night outside!
AND can it be that I should gain An interest in the Savior’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain— For me, who Him to death pursued?

Amazing love! How can it be, That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me (x2)      C. Wes​ley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R325

1. Most of us were taught in school not to begin a sentence with “And”. Yet the translators of the King James Authorised Version used this word often in translating the Bible text. Somehow, with the crisp and terse sentences the word “And” seems to insert into its reading some excitement as the reader pauses at the end of the sentence (marked by a period) or a clause (punctuated by a semi-colon) before commencing the next sentence or clause with “And” . 
The New International Version, being a modern translation, frequently does away with this word “And” and just begins the sentence as a matter-of-fact, proceeding from one sentence to another.

Last week we were occupied with the resurrection of Jesus. Compare the reading from the two translations and see if you can detect any excitement in the reading of the two texts given below.  Read each passage aloud paying attention to the And in the KJV. 

Which text version thrills you?

REFLECT.
	Lk. 24:1-7 from the King James Version
	Lk. 24:1-7 from the New International Version

	Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.

2  And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.

3  And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

4  And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments:

5  And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?

6  He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,

7  Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.

8  AND they remembered his words,
	On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.

2  They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,

3  but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.

4  While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.

5  In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead?

6  He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:

7  'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.'"

8  Then they remembered his words.


2. Apart from “And…”, “But now…” is another phrase which has an impact on the reader when read aloud. Again compare the two readings below:
	I Cor. 15:12-20 from KJV
	I Cor. 15:12-20 from NIV

	Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?

13  But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 
14  And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.

15  Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.

16  For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:

17  And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.

18  Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.

19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.

20  But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
	But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

13  If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.

14  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.

15  More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.

16  For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.

17  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.

18  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.

19  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.

20  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.


Incidentally, this year is the 400th Anniversary of the KJV (1611). The KJV has been acclaimed as the best English prose and poetry of all time. In spite of its use of certain “obsolete” words,    it is still recognised as such by today’s lovers of English literature.
Which of these two versions impacts you more when read the above texts aloud?
REFLECT.
