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The Theme: 
From that time forth
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The Text:  
From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, 


how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders 


and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
Mt. 16:21
The Thots: 

On Friday, 22nd April, many Christians all over the world will call to remembrance the crucifixion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was one event which was not unexpected by the Lord. In fact, it was for this purpose He came into this world. When the time was about to be fulfilled, He prepared His disciples, thus…

A. The Lord’s Expectation – From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples
He worked according to His time – not one hour too early or one hour too late!
1. At the wedding of Cana, His mother requested Him to validate His Power to Perform miracles.

But He said to His mother: Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.
Jn. 2:4
2. Later, His own unbelieving brothers besought Him to reveal his Prowess to the People 

at the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem. 
Jn. 7:2-6
For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly.
 If Thou do these things, show Thyself to the world.
Jn. 7:4
Again He said: My time is not yet come: but your time is alway ready.
Jn. 7:6  
3. Instead, He Persuaded them to go there on their own; while He went there Privately later.
Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast: for My time is not yet full come.
Jn. 7:8 (7-10)
4. When He claimed Partnership with God, the Jews Plotted to capture Him but they could not.
Jn. 7:28-30
Then cried Jesus in the temple as He taught, saying… I am not come of Myself, but He that sent He is true, whom ye know not. But I know Him: for I am from Him, and He hath sent Me.

They sought to take Him: but no man laid hands on Him, because His hour was not yet come. Jn. 7:30

5. Later when Jesus was Preaching in the Temple, again He claimed equality with God 

but no one could Pounce on Him:
Jn. 8:2-19
Jesus answered, Ye neither know Me, nor My Father: if ye had known Me, ye should 

have known My Father also. No man laid hands on Him; for His hour was not yet come.
Jn. 8:20

6. Finally, when the time and hour came, Jesus Personally committed Himself to His Father in Prayer:
Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified.
Jn. 12:23
Father, save Me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour.
Jn. 12:27
Jesus knew that His hour was come that He should depart out of this world unto the Father. 
Jn. 13:1
Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee:
Jn. 17:1
B. The Lord’s Tribulation  – how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things
1. He suffered mentally – being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was
Lk. 22:44
 as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.
2. He suffered physically – when he had scourged Jesus…
Mt. 27:26-31
3. He suffered spiritually – My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
Mt. 27:46
· He was indeed the Man of Sorrows – a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
Isa. 53:3
C. The Lord’s Rejection – …of the elders and chief priests and scribes.
1. His Rejection was Prophesied – He is despised and rejected of men;
Isa. 53:3

And Clarified as fact – He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.
Jn. 1:11

2. The chief Priests, scribes and elders wanted Him to be crucified: 
Jn. 19:6
When the chief priests therefore and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, Crucify Him, crucify Him.

3. The People Cried out against Him saying, If thou let this Man go, thou art not Caesar's friend.  
Away with Him…crucify Him…We have no king but Caesar.
Jn. 19:14, 15
4. Even Peter and His disciples Denied Him 
He [Peter] denied with an oath, I do not know the Man. 
Mt. 26:70, 72
– Then all the disciples forsook Him, and fled.
Mt. 26:56

D. The Lord’s Crucifixion – and be killed
And when he [Pilate] had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.
Mt. 27:26
Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
Jn. 19:30, NIV
E. The Lord’s Resurrection – and be raised again the third day

And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
I Cor. 15:4
Thus we see the prediction of the Lord regarding His coming suffering, crucifixion, death and resurrection fulfilled in precise detail. As we join Christians all over the world to remember this historical event this week, may the memorial bread and the cup we partake in make it more meaningful to us this day in anticipation of that day as we worship Him today.
Who will suffer with the Saviour, Take the little that remains
Of the cup of tribulation Jesus drank in dying pain?

Lord, we fellowship Thy passion, Gladly suffer shame and loss;

With Thy blessing pain is pleasure, We will glory in Thy cross.

D. S. War​ner
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1. The Lord’s birth and death was no accident. 
Pertaining to His birth, it is stated:

When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. (Gal. 4:4, 5). 
With reference to His death, the Lord Himself stated:

The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified.
Jn. 12:23
For this cause came I unto this hour.
Jn. 12:27
Jesus knew that His hour was come that He should depart out of this world
unto the Father. 
Jn. 13:1
God had to wait for the precise timing to send His Son Who was the promised seed of the Woman into the world to fulfil His redemption plan. That precise time would be known as the fullness of the time – it could not be any earlier or later. 

It was also the hour for which Jesus was prepared to bruise the serpent’s head, and in turn for His heel to be bruised (Gen. 3:15); or as the NIV translates it: he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.
It was the fullness of time for …


The religious world – Israel’s priests would be so corrupt and polluted (Mal.1:7, 12) 



that they would not hesitate to reject Him as their High Priest;


The social world
- The people would be so sinful that they would have no qualms calling for an innocent person to be crucified.
(Mt. 27:24:25)


The political world
- No one (not even Pilate) would dare rebel against the Roman emperor, Caesar.
Jn. 19:15

Thus the “world” at that time was ready to crucify the Christ on the cross. The fullness of the hour had come, that the Son of man should be glorified!



And that was when He rose again on the third day, triumphant over death and over the grave: Death is swallowed up in victory.




O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?




I Cor. 15:54, 55

How would you spend your time next Friday, Saturday and Sunday?


Do you consider these days to be holidays or holy days?
REFLECT
2.  There is a time for everything. Wise King Solomon says:
Eccl. 3:1-8
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;


A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.
God has his own sovereign timing. Sometimes that timing does not fit in with ours. Then we get 
…disappointed when we do not get what we want; 

…frustrated, when we are made to wait longer than what we expect; 

…discomfited, when things happen in times we do not want them to occur;
…thwarted and angered when “bad” things happen to us while we are doing “good”;

…etc, etc. because we are impatient to wait for God’s fullness of times.

Have we experienced such or more or could it have been worse?
REFLECT
