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The Theme: 
A Samaritan at the feet of Jesus.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
… fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.
Lk. 17:16

The Thots:


A. He was one of ten lepers who met Jesus Who was passing through Samaria and Galilee.
Lk. 17:11, 12

There met Him ten men that were lepers. Together they cried out: Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.
17:13
1. They knew Jesus could Save them – they called Him, Jesus.
Thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people from their sins.
Cf. Mt. 1:21
2. They also knew He was Special – they addressed Him, Master

Master is epistates = an appointee over, i.e. commander (teacher):--master.
Strong
Jesus probably would be the One (they believed) Who could command their disease to go away!

3. Their Sickness could also have a connection with their problem of Sin, and JESUS 
could save them from their sins. Leprosy is often regarded as a picture of Sin.
4. Jesus’ response to their plea was: Go Show yourselves unto the priests.
a. If they did, then they would have acted in Faith trusting the Lord to have healed them.
i. Only a cleansed leper was needed to see the priest to Confirm his Cleansing.
Lev. 14:2

This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought unto the priest.
ii. Thus, later the Lord said to the Samaritan Leper: thy faith hath made thee whole.
Lk.17:19
b. The Ten lepers Followed Jesus’ instructions and they were healed.

17:14
And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.


B. He was one of the ten lepers who were healed.

1. Ten were Restored to full health, but only one Returned to say Thank You.

17:17

And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?
a. Nine were not Grateful.

b. Only one was – he knew he was the recipient of Grace.
c. He was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice Glorified God.

17:15

i. He was Humbled – he knew his unworthiness to be healed: 
· He was a Social outcast – he was a leper.

17:12b
There met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off.
· He was a Samaritan, and the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 
Jn. 4:9
And Jesus was a Jew!

ii. ​He Honoured the One Who Healed him – fell down on his face at His feet.
Lk. 17:16, KJV
He threw himself at Jesus' feet
NIV
He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet
NRSV
· He realised his Utter Uselessness to merit such treatment from a Jew.
· It was an Act of Amazing Wonder that led him to Worship at His feet.
To be prostrate at the feet was an act of worship:

I fell at his feet to worship him.
Rev. 1:10

I [John] fell down to worship before the feet of the angel …Then saith he unto me, 
See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, 
and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.
This leper must have the insight of faith to recognize Jesus with the status of Deity!
C. He was a Samaritan - And he was a Samaritan.
Consider how the different translations express the fact the he was a Samaritan!

1. KJV records the Subtle  and Surprising Significance of his description at the end of a Sentence.

And fell down on his face at his feet, giving Him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.

2. NIV places Emphasis on who he was as an Explanatory and Exclamatory phrase:
and! (?)
He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked Him--and he was a Samaritan.

3. NRSV Singles out the Samaritan in a new Sentence as if what he did was new and unexpected.
He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked Him. And he was a Samaritan.
NRSV
Indeed, and in a way, we are all Samaritans – Saved by Grace.

Let us not forget to be Grateful, Give thanks, fall at His feet to worship

and Glorify Him this day as we remember Him.
O worship the King, all glorious above, O gratefully sing His power and His love;
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.


Ro​bert Grant
Also visit: http://choicegleanings.gospelfolio.com/index.php?option=com_blogsidebar&task=blogsection&isbydate=1&id=0&svt_date=2011-03-20&bsb_midx=0
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1. And he was a Samaritan.
The “And” in the sentence seems to draw attention to the fact that this grateful leper had, contrary to all expectations, turned out to be a Samaritan - which was the least expected, as the Jews despised Samaritans and would have no dealings with them. They would not expect a Samaritan to display such grateful attitude.
The other nine lepers presumably would be Jews who boasted of their Pharisaic pride (if at all they had any – after all both Jews and Samaritans alike were on equal status when they were lepers, rejected from society!)  Yes, the Samaritan might have been a leper, but now he was cleansed, and he was ever grateful. The others too were cleansed, but they took it for Granted and were far from Grateful.

In the sight of the Lord, the despised Samaritans seemed to have an important place in His ministry on earth.
· He would go out of His way (on his way from Judaea to Galilee to pass through Samaria while other Jews would have circumvented Samaria) just to bring salvation to a Samaritan woman (Jn. 4:3, 4)
He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. And He must needs go through Samaria.
…The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men,

Come, see a Man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? (4:28, 29)
· To teach good neighbourliness Jesus narrated the parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:30-36) who showed kindness to a robbery victim while a Jewish priest and a Levite walked by on the other side.

How are you treating your “Samaritan” friends in your company?
REFLECT.

2. It was to a Samaritan woman that the Lord gave the clearest definition and clarification on Worship, as follows (Jn. 4:20-24):-
Samaritan Worship was geographical, local and physical:

Our fathers worshipped in this mountain;… Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.
· That form of worship would soon pass away; in fact, it was already passing away.
Jewish Worship was ritual and ceremonial:

Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.
· That form of worship was a shadow of things to come. God was illustrating in practical forms His salvation through the Jews. It passed away when the Substance came in. Rituals and ceremonies of approaching and worshipping God are past.
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.
Christian Worship is Spiritual:

God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
· True Worshippers (believers) today (“and now is”) need not have to go to a particular place to worship (as with the Samaritan) or perform any ritual or ceremony in order to approach or worship God (as with the Jew). 
· Believers today worship God in spirit (their spirits communing with God Who is Spirit) and in truth (according to what the Lord Himself had revealed to the Samaritan woman, as above).
Are you worshipping God in spirit with the leading and guidance of His Spirit and in truth as revealed by the Lord Himself and through His holy apostles and N.T. prophets, or are you still tied down by man-made laws on worship when approaching God?
REFLECT.
