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The Theme: 
Worship (Part 3) or Worshipping at the Feet.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  I fell down to worship before the feet…
Rev. 22:8
The Thots: 

In Worship (Pt. 1) we considered: 
A. The “Prostrate” Posture of Worship




B.  The Purpose of Worship


C.  The Prerequisites of Worship.
Jn. 4:20-24
In Worship (Pt. 2) we considered:
D. The Preparation for Worship


E. The Person to Worship
In Worship (Pt. 3) we consider:

F. 
The Place of Worship or Worshipping at the Feet
The Position denotes the Homage due unto Him and the Place of Humility we need to take when we Worship Him.

See also A. The “Prostrate” Posture of Worship.
Part 1
1. John the Apostle was at the feet of the Angel.
Rev. 19:10; 

a. John’s Rightful Respect but Wrongful Reverence to Worship the angel.
Rev. 22:8; 19:10
I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel.

b. The angel’s Retort and given Reason not to worship him.
19:10; 22:9

See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus
c. The Angel’s Admonition and Advice: See thou do it not… worship God.
19:10; 22:9

2. Mary worshipped at the feet of the Lord.
Jn. 12:3

a. Mary anointed the feet of Jesus with a Pound of costly Perfume made of Pure nard
b. Consequently, the house was Filled with the Fragrance of the perfume
3. The Sinner in Simon’s house was at the feet of Jesus to worship.
Lk. 7:36-38-50

a. She stood at His feet behind Him Weeping.
b. She began to Wash His feet with tears.
c. She did Wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed His feet and anointed them with the ointment.
3. The Devil would like Jesus to be at his feet to worship him.
Mt. 4:9, 10

a. The devil Would have Jesus fall at His feet and Worship him:
Mt. 4:9

All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me
b. Jesus Wrote the devil off and referred to what was Written in Scripture:
Mt. 4:10


Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God 
c. Only God is Worthy of Worship and only He that is God, even Jesus!
Mt. 4:10

Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.
d. Thus, only the Appointed Jesus is to be Adored together with God. 
Phil. 2:9-11

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
4. Abraham bowed down before the Triune God worshipping.
Gen. 18
a. The Person Who appeared before Abraham was the LORD – the LORD appeared unto him.
Gen. 18:1

b. But when Abraham lift(ed) up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him.
Gen. 18:2

The Lord took on the appearance of three men!

c. Abraham then addressed the three men as my Lord, if now I have found favour in thy [sing.] sight, 
pass not away, I pray thee [sing.], from thy [sing.] servant: 
Gen. 18:3

The three men were addressed in the singular, referring to the Lord.
d. Then Abraham reverted to the three men again addressing them in the plural.
Gen. 18:4-9
Let a little water, I pray you [plu.], be fetched, and wash your [plu.] feet, and rest yourselves [plu.]…

And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife?
18::9
The three men were the three Persons in the Godhead appearing in human form then!

Thus, Abraham bowed (Heb. Shachah = worshipped) himself toward the ground on seeing Them.
18:2
e. The Lord was the three men. Consider:
Gen. 18:20-22

And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto Me; and if not, I will know. And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.
When the Lord decided to go down to check on Sodom and Gomorrah, it is recorded that the men went down, but the Lord was still with Abraham! Hence, only two went down!

Thus, the two men could be the two angels - there came two angels to Sodom at even
19:1

Hence, when Abraham was finished interceding with the Lord, the LORD went His [sing.] way, as soon as He [sing] had left communing with Abraham. In the meanwhile, there came two angels to Sodom at even. Were they the two men who left Abraham and the Lord for Sodom and Gomorrah earlier?  They must be because Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed (Heb. Shachah = worshipped) himself with his face toward the ground.  Only the Triune God was and is to be worshipped!

To God the Father, God the Son, And God the Spirit, Three in One,

From all above and all below, Let joyful praise unceasing flow.
Ro​bert Camp​bell

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 318
1. Ed Vasicek wrote the paper on Worship entitled: The Worship Scandal.

Last Lord’s Day we reflected on two extracts from Parts 2 and 3 of his paper.

This week we shall reflect on two more of his viewpoints in Part 2, as follows:

Among other things in Part II: Music as a Music Ministry in his paper, Ed wrote:

Part II: Music as a Music Ministry
Music is an emotional medium. But emotions should not be the goal of true worship, rather, a by-product of the same (see part three for more about the goal of worship). Sometimes preaching is also emotional or at least occasionally passionate. The most important of many questions to ask in evaluating a sermon are: (1) Was it true to and grounded in the Word? (2) Were people built up, encouraged, reminded, motivated, or educated in some way that will affect them for the Kingdom of God? (3) Does the speaker's life lend credibility to the message he preaches? These same questions should be asked of a musical number. While a musical number may have a simpler message than a sermon, sometimes that message can be potent. More than one song has socked me between the eyes over the years. Sermons often break new ground, whereas songs often remind us of neglected old ground. It is great when they work together.

Do you see a balance between sermons and the music ministry in your church?  Nay, perhaps, it should be a prominence of sermons complemented by a music ministry that should make the “balance.” Dwight L. Moody’s (February 5, 1837 - December 22, 1899) sermons and Ira D. Sankey’s (August 28, 1840 – August 13, 1908) songs combined together to bring about great evangelistic revivals in their days.
        Do you see this in your church now?
REFLECT

2. Among other things in Part III: A Model for Genuine Worship in his paper, Ed wrote:

One such conviction I have is the basis for part three of this study. Here is my proposition up front: God's Word is central to true worship; real worship flows from devotion to Scripture. If this is true, then those who are not devoted to Scripture are not serious about real worship or are at best misguided about worshipping God in spirit and truth.

I was chatting with a metropolitan evangelical pastor at a conference.  We were talking about youth, and he mentioned that ten years ago when the youth planned a service, it was a rock 'n' roll time. Now it was a time of silent meditation and chants. Then I put in my two cents, "You know, the aggravating thing in all this is that in both instances the Word of God gets the shaft." He agreed without hesitation. Anything except Bible study, especially study that makes you think, that requires use of the mind.  Romans 12:1-2 says, "Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will."

Although many passages of Scripture are used to illustrate differing philosophies of "worship," I will base my paradigm upon Nehemiah 8 and 9. Nehemiah 9:1-6 describes a great time of worship:

Nehemiah 9:1-6 "On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the Israelites gathered together, fasting and wearing sackcloth and having dust on their heads.  Those of Israelite descent had separated themselves from all foreigners. They stood in their places and confessed their sins and the wickedness of their fathers. They stood where they were and read from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of the day, and spent another quarter in confession and in worshipping the LORD their God. Standing on the stairs were the Levites...—who called with loud voices to the LORD their God. And the Levites...said: 'Stand up and praise the LORD your God, who is from everlasting to everlasting. Blessed be your glorious name, and may it be exalted above all blessing and praise. You alone are the LORD. In You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.'"

How did the people get to that point of intense worship? 
Let's look at the steps they took and we can take.
. We Begin By Hearing/Reading the Word (8:1-9)
I. We Learn to Enjoy the Word of God (8:9-12)
II. We Do the Word (8:13-18)
III. Now We Are Ready to Respond to God in Genuine Worship (9:1-6)
Look up the link given above to read what Ed has to say concerning the above points.
Do you agree with him in giving prominence to the Word in Worship? Is this currently true in Worship Services or at the Lord’s Supper? Give your reasons for your view.
REFLECT
