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The Text:  God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Jn. 4:24
The Thots: 

In Worship (Pt. 1) we considered: 
A. The “Prostrate” Posture of Worship




B.  The Purpose of Worship


C.  The Prerequisites of Worship.
Jn. 4:20-24
In Worship (Pt. 2), consider…

D. The Preparation for Worship.
1. Abraham Prepared for Worship.
Gen. 22:3-5

a. Abraham rose up early in the morning.

b. He clave the wood for the burnt offering…and went unto the place of which God had told him.

c. He took along his present of his son, Isaac for a burnt offering.
22:5, 6

I and the lad will go yonder and worship…And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.

2. The Magi Prepared for Worship.
Mt. 2:1, 11

a. They Searched the Scriptures and knew about the Star which would lead them to the King.
2:2

Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.

b. They came Prepared with their Presents to worship Him:
2:11

When… they saw the young Child with Mary His mother [they]…fell down, and worshipped Him…

When they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
3. The Sinner in Simon’s house was Prepared for Worship, but Simon was not!
Lk. 7:44-46

a. She had Saved up her tears to anoint the feet of Jesus.
Lk. 7:44

I entered into thine house, thou gavest Me no water for My feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head – she had collected her tears over the years for this time?
Cf. Thou tellest my wanderings: put Thou my tears into Thy bottle: are they not in Thy book?  Psa. 85:8
b. Thou gavest Me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss My feet.  
7:45

c. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed My feet with ointment.
7:46
4. Mary was Prepared for Worship.

a. She had Saved up to buy the very costly Spikenard.
Jn. 12:3

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus.
b. Before that, she had Sat at the feet of Jesus to Study what He taught her.
Lk. 10:39  

Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His word.
c. And she knew how to Act to show her Adoration of Jesus when the time came.

Let her alone: against the day of My burying hath she kept this.
Lk. 12:7
5. We too need to Prepare ourselves for Worship.

a. Worship comes from time spent in His Presence.
Psa. 46:10

Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.

b.  Worship comes from knowing His Person:
Psa. 100:3, 4

Know ye that the LORD He is God…Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

and into His courts with praise: be thankful unto Him, and bless His name.

c. Worship springs from experiencing His Power in our lives.
Eph. 1:19-23

That ye may know…what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places far above all principality, and power, and might… 
· Thus, to Worship is to be Prepared with Presents for Him.
They shall not appear before the LORD empty.
Deut. 16:16


Worship is giving unto the Lord and bringing pleasure to Him, not mere receiving from Him!
E. The Person to Worship.

1. The true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: 
​Jn. 4:23
They that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
Jn. 4:24
2. ​John was not Allowed to worship an Angel, he must worship only God.

I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not…worship God.
Rev. 19:10; 22:9
3. The Magi fell down, and worshipped Him [Jesus], though Mary was there.
Mt. 2:11

4. At the Lord’s Supper, we are to Remember Him; thus, leading us to Revere (worship) Him.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
· Let us this day Focus our thoughts on Him and Him alone; let them not take Flight to other realms.
The dearest idol I have known, Whate’er that idol be


Help me to tear it from Thy throne, And worship only Thee.
W. Cowper
Worshipping at the Feet – Continued in Worship part 3.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 317
1. Ed Vasicek wrote another paper on Worship entitled: The Worship Scandal.
Again, for Reflection this week, extracts are taken from Part I of his article, as follows:

[Note: His full article can be located at http://www.highlandpc.com/studies/wrshpscn.php]

Highland Park Church is not perfect, but I am very proud of our music ministry. By that I mean not only do we have excellent musicians, but that our excellent musicians have excellent walks with the Lord.  They also evidence spiritual depth, and a hunger for the Word of God. Such is not the case in many congregations. This paper is addressed to the broader evangelical community, and I want to state beforehand that our musicians exemplify an attitude toward spiritual maturity that is an example of the solution. It is my desire that our perspective is multiplied.

	
	



Introduction
I think it is important to be honest—sometimes brutally honest. Hopefully, my attempt at such honesty is tempered by love as I write about the subject that divides more evangelical Christians in our day than any other, namely, worship.  It is a theme about which I have much passion. Much of what I say is backed up clearly by Scripture; other thoughts are opinions based on my observation.  I acknowledge this beforehand. Although this paper will only touch upon the many Scriptures addressing why the church gathers,1 such a study would help the reader better understand where worship fits within a church gathering.2
Among other things in Part I: Unlearning and Removing Mental Blocks in his paper, 

Ed wrote:

In our day, many people claim they want a certain "worship style."  I don't believe most of these claims. I think they want a certain musical style, a certain environment. Those who fancy a church at which they can have a good time hunger for excitement; they want sanctified fun. Those who want a very traditional service are often concerned about preserving memories; they want the comfort of routine. Whether they want an emotional high or an emotional calm, I am convinced that most of these cravings have nothing to do with God and everything to do with feelings. Only a minority, I am convinced, are really that concerned about God. He might be in the picture, but he is not the main issue.3
If God were the issue, the participants would be more prone to argue about theology than about service structure. They would be concerned about worshipping God "in truth." They would be jealous for an accurate understanding of the one they adore and be repulsed at misrepresentations of him. However, like the Samaritan woman, so many worship "what they know not." I contend that many people "worship" the feeling they get from music or a church meeting but have very little actual concern for the supposed object of their worship: God himself.
​
Do you agree with Ed’s comments above especially with regard to worshippers who come together either for an emotional high or an emotional calm?  How can you ensure that you are in church for neither but just to worship God in spirit and in truth? What steps can you take to prepare yourself to worship God in this way?
REFLECT
2. Ed continues in Part 1:
Many folks who have strong opinions about what they call "worship" are simply people who love music and the feelings it gives. The word "worship" becomes a religious justification for the love of music, no matter what the style. This thought needs to be contemplated for it is the root of much current debate. Music has been scientifically shown to stir the emotions, and in the Christian realm this stirring of the emotions is almost always called the work of the Holy Spirit. Whereas the Holy Spirit may use a godly song to stir our emotions, we need to be careful in distinguishing the spiritual from the emotional, something rarely done. Most people know what kind of music they like, and that's the bottom line. What they like becomes the criteria for what good "worship" is.

Even John Calvin saw this problem in his time and demanded no instruments and no songs other than psalms. I do not agree with Calvin's solution, but I do agree with his diagnosis. Even in the 16th century, the debate was over what people liked and not about God. If God is what worship is about, why do we let sloppy theology slide but fight over music styles?

What draws you to worship – the music or its absence or the Lord? What do you think should be the guidelines leading a person to choose a hymn or chorus or the reading of a Bible passage as his contribution to worship at the Lord’s Supper? 
REFLECT.
