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The Theme: 
Worship (Part 1)
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The Text:  God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Jn. 4:24
The Thots: 

 Intro.: The Rumination on Worship this week is in two parts stretched over two Lord’s Days.
A. The “Prostrate” Posture of Worship


1. Worship in the Old Testament. 
Worship is shachah (Heb.) = to depress, i.e. prostrate.
Strong

1st. occ. in KJV: I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.
Gen. 22:5 cf. 18:2
2. Worship in the New Testament.
Worship is proskuneo (Gk.) = to crouch, i.e. prostrate.
Strong

1st. occ. In KJV: we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.
Mt. 2:2
3. Thus, Worship in Scripture is:
a. To Bow in Homage to royalty or God; 
Strong

b. To Bend down Humbly, i.e. fall down (flat)…do obeisance, do reverence, make to stoop.
Strong
i. Cf. he ran to meet them…and bowed (shachah) himself toward the ground.  
Gen. 18:2 [1st. occ.]
ii. Cf. he bowed (shachah) himself with his face toward the ground.
Gen. 19:1
iii. Cf. they saw the young Child with Mary… fell down, and worshipped (proskuneo) Him. 
Mt. 2:11 [Cf. 2:2]
· The Posture of Worship is ever one of Reverence, and not of Revelry! (rose up to play) 
Exo. 34:8 ct. 32:6
B. The Purpose of Worship

1. To Adore the Attributes of the Lord – Who He is. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy Name.
+Psa. 103:1
And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, 
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,
*Exo. 34:6
Cf. Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee, How great Thou art, how great thou art!
2. To Appreciate the Acts of the Lord – What He does.
+Psa. 103:2
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits:

Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin…
*Exo. 34:7
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the works Thy hand hath made.

3. To Appear before Him with Heads, Hands and Hearts Filled Full ready to Adore Him.
Cf. Psa. 45:1
My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: 
my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

a. They shall not appear before the LORD empty.
Deut. 16:16
b. Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped. (shachah)
*Exo. 34:8
c. They…fell down and worshipped Him: and…presented unto Him gifts.
Mt. 2:11
The Purpose of Worship is to bring Pleasure to God, and not to Please ourselves.
Note: 
+ The Psalmist’s call to his soul (spirit?) to bless the Lord’s Attributes and Acts in Worship.

* The Lord’s Proclamation of His Attributes and Acts leading Moses to the Act of Worship.
C. The Prerequisites of Worship.

Jn. 4:20-24
God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
1. The Worship of the Samaritans: it was local and Physical and it would Pass away.

Woman…the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.
· We do not need an Atmosphere and the Ambience of a place to worship.

2. The Worship of the Jews: it was ceremonial, pointing to Salvation through the Shadows.
Jn. 4:22

Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.
[OT rituals and ceremonies] serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things…
Heb. 8:5; 10:1

For the law having a shadow of good things to come….
· Rites and Rituals of O.T. Approach to worship God have given place to the Rights of direct Access in the N.T.
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus…

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.
Heb. 10:19-22
3. The Worship of Christians: it is Spiritual, the Substance has taken over from the Shadows.

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.
· Worship of God today needs no assistance from human or angelic intermediation; material or physical instruments to create an ambience; or ceremonial rituals to point to a reality that is already here!
At the Lord’s Supper, we are to Remember Him – His Attributes (Who He is) and His Acts (what He did).

This do in remembrance of Me.

  I Cor. 11:24, 25
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. I Cor. 11:26, NIV
As we Remember Him in this way, we bow our hearts in humble adoration of Him, and we Revere (Worship) Him.
But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, sent Him to die-I scarce can take it in
That on the cross, our burden gladly bearing, He bled and died to take away our sin;
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee, How great Thou art, how great thou art!


Swiss Words by Carl Boberg; trans. by Stuart K. Hine into Eng.

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. A fortnight ago a brother in Christ forwarded me an article on…(click for full article)
How a Worship Format is Destroying the Evangelical Church by Ed Vasicek.  
 [Ed Vasicek was raised as a Roman Catholic in Cicero, Illinois. During his senior year in high school (1974), Cicero Bible Church reached out to him, and he received Jesus Christ as his Savior by faith alone.  Ed earned his BA at Moody Bible Institute then served as pastor of Victory Bible Church of Chicago. He has served as pastor of Highland Park Church since 1983. Ed and his wife, Marylu, have two adult children, Hannah and Luke. Ed has written over 500 weekly columns for the opinion page of the Kokomo Tribune, published articles in Pulpit Helps magazine, and posted many papers at his church website. You can access them at www.highlandpc.com. He has also recently published the Jewish Roots book, The Midrash Key .]
Here are some extracts from his article: [Note: His full article is attached for those who are interested.]
During my lifetime, many evangelical churches in American have moved from Bible-oriented gatherings to music-dominated meetings. Interestingly, both sets of religious gatherings typically bore the title, “Worship Service.”
 
When the evangelical church was Bible-oriented, this “worship” paradigm was in place:
(1) Not all elements of the service were considered equally important; the exposition of Scripture was clearly the first and foremost priority. All other competitors vied for a distant second place….
(2) It is important to note that the preaching of the Word was considered part of worship, as were announcements, testimonies, communion, prayer, singing, the offering, and special music. This was the typical structure of a “worship service” before 1980.
 (3) Many evangelicals viewed music as a “warm up for the sermon.”


The change

But the paradigm has changed in many churches. The most important change was what the word “worship” communicates. The word “worship” is now used by clergy and laity alike to refer to the religious feelings aroused by music.
(1) The change in paradigms began with the addition on an article: “the” worship…this was the beginning of emphasizing music and separating preaching and announcements from worship. We now have “the worship” and “the sermon.”
 (3) Music became more emotionally intense, and a confusion between the emotional and the spiritual helped set music on an untouchable pedestal. Worship had become something one felt, not something one did. Worship was judged as good or bad based upon how it made worshippers feel.  
(6) The goal of worship is creating a religious atmosphere and its attendant feelings. Often times worship leaders are weak in biblical and theological matters, but because more Christians value “worship” above theology, some of these leaders are carving out a pattern for church with little regard for biblical teaching about what the church is supposed to do when gathered.
(7) Here is the pattern: eventually worship (music and that religious feeling) is considered almost on a par with Scripture, then equal to Scripture, and eventually superior to it.* The Scriptures become subservient to the music and are used more as transitions between songs than holy word to be expounded. Biblical sermons have given way to self-help lectures or emotionally charged sermons with lots of illustrations—replacing the previous Psalm 1 mentality. The idea of worshiping God through deep Bible study and meditation in the Word is unknown; worship now means music and feelings.

Do you agree with Ed Vasicek’s comments on “the worship” today?  Give your reasons. REFLECT
2. Ed Vasicek continues: The consequences & dangers of the new “worship format”

1. Religion is back in vogue…Because of the new emphasis on religious feeling, it is fair to say that we have moved back into the domain of religion.

2. Worship has become a religious experience dependent upon something else than the gathering of Christians to study the Word, pray, celebrate communion, and sing a few hymns…
3. Rather than the Bible, a passionate feeling of worship becomes the canon by which I measure truth.

4. The problem is not contemporary music, seeking to have meaningful worship through songs of praise, etc. The problem is displacement. When we displace the knowledge of the Word and solid doctrine with music…we are no longer under the lordship of Christ… It is hard to worship God in truth if you don’t know the truth and if you do not make the truth a priority.

Do you regard the Lord’s Supper as a “worship service”? Give your reasons.

How do you understand:  God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth?
REFLECT.
Note: The above article on How a Worship Format is Destroying the Evangelical Church by Ed Vasicek is attached.

