​​R312 Rumination for January 30, 2011 – A Chinese New Year Rumination
The Theme: 
Prosperity
The Text: 
Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, 

even as thy soul prospereth.

III Jn. 1:2
The Thots:
Intro. 
On February 3, many Chinese throughout the world will be celebrating Chinese New Year. The familiar greeting then, and on most greeting cards, will be Wishing You A Happy and Prosperous Chinese New Year. 
By “prosperous” it is most likely that they mean A Wish for Great Wealth, Good Well-being and Good Fortune.
A. Prosperity


Prosperity or its related words prosper, prosperous, etc. in Scripture Conveys the following Connotations:
1. In the O.T., it is translated from the Hebrew word,

a. Tsalach which can mean…be profitable, prosper.

Strong
Its first occurrence is in 

Gen. 24:21 cf. 40, 42. 

The man wondering at her...whether the LORD had made his journey prosperous or not
Abraham’s servant was wondering if the lady he met was God’s chosen one for his master’s son, Isaac, thus, making his journey profitable/successful (NIV)

b. Sakal which can mean… prosper…prudent…have good success…wisdom, (be) wise. 
Strong
Its first occurrence is in Gen. 3:6 - when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof,



Cp. Keep…the words of this covenant, and do them, that ye may prosper in all that ye do. 
Deut. 29:9

2. In the N.T., it is translated from the Greek word,


Euodo which means to help on the road, i.e. succeed in reaching; (have a) prosper (-ous journey). Strong


Beloved, I wish…that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.
III Jn. 1:2

B. Pictures of Prosperity
1. Joseph was Prosperous, the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand 

Gen. 39:3, 23

a. Joseph was a Picture of Jesus.
 

i. Joseph was the Beloved of his father – Israel loved Joseph more than all his children.   
Gen. 37:3

So was Jesus – This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

Mt. 3:17

ii. Joseph was Betrayed by his Brethren – When Joseph was come unto his brethren…

they stripped Joseph out of his coat…and they took him, and cast him into a pit.

So was Jesus – Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.
Mt. 10:4; 26:25; 27:3
iii. The Ishmaelites Bought Joseph for twenty pieces of silver to sell him as a slave –

Gen. 37:28


So was Jesus – What will ye give me [Judas], and I will deliver Him unto you? 

And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.

Mt. 26:15


Thirty Pieces of silver would be the Price of a slave.

Cf. Exo. 21:32

b. Joseph’s Path to Prosperity – He Prospered…
i. In Potiphar’s Household – the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man.
Gen. 39:2, 3.

ii. In Prison –the LORD was with him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper. Gen. 39:23
iii. In Pharaoh’s Palace – 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath showed thee all this, 

there is none so discreet and wise as thou art… 

See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.

Gen. 41:39-41
So was Jesus:  


Phil. 2:9-11
God also hath highly exalted Him and given Him a name which is above every name:
That at the name of Jesus…that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.


2. Joshua was Promised Prosperity – he could only be a Partial Picture of Jesus, but not the full picture!
a. His OT name Joshua is the NT Name, Jesus.

Mt. 1:21
Heb. Yehowshuwa' = Jehovah-saved, cf. Gk. Jesous (Eng. JESUS) = He shall save His people
b. He was appointed to replace Moses who could not lead God’s People into the Promised Land, 
Joshua was better than Moses in that way.
So was Jesus…For this Man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses.

Heb. 3:2, 3
c. Joshua’s Path to Prosperity or God’s conditional Promise to bless Joshua with Prosperity… Josh. 1:7, 8

i. Only be thou strong and very courageous…to do according to all the law…turn not 
from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper [sakal] whithersoever thou goest.
ii. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, … for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous [tsalach], and then thou shalt have good success [sakal]
iii. Thus, Joshua was to lead God’s people to rest (Josh. 22:4; 23:1) but he did not succeed achieving a full rest.
For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day.
Heb. 4:8, NIV
There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God;

Heb. 4:9, 14

Only Jesus can lead His people into that full rest:


Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Cf. Mt. 11:28
Con.: Let us remember our Lord as He commanded us to and upon the first day of the week let every one of you [also] lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 
II Cor. 16:2
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 

Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.



Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, If with His love He befriend thee.
J. Ne​an​der

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R312
1. During the Chinese New Year Festival,  I remember when I was a young boy seeing my grandfather very dexterously tying a long strip of red cloth into a “ball of flower” in the middle with two more smaller ones on the two flowing ends on either side. Then with my help, we would hang this red sash over the crossbeam of the door entrance of our house with its two ends flowing down the side posts of the entrance. 

Now on thinking back, it tends to remind me of the red blood of the Passover lamb that was splashed on the entrance of every Israelite’s house on the night when the Lord passed over. 
And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.
Exo. 12:7, KJV
They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.

Exo. 12:7, NRSV

I cannot be sure as to the purpose of such custom, but probably the Chinese decorate the entrance of their house in this way is to protect the occupants of the house from any outside misfortune and to ensure that there is always prosperity (hence the red colour) for the occupants inside in the year to come.
How not unlike what the Lord told the Israelites to do when He gave them the above instruction in Exo. 12:7. Consider also:
12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.

13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.



Exo. 12:12-14, NRSV
This Chinese New Year as we visit our Chinese friends and pass under the above token signs at their entrance, can it remind us of the Passover token for the Israelites, and the Remembrance Feast for us Christians that we are committed to keep also as the Lord’s perpetual ordinance to the Church and to us Christians, not every year but every first day of the week that we might prosper in the remembrance of Him?
REFLECT
2. The word Prosperity is used mainly in connection with moving forward and accomplishing a successful trip or journey. 

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, 


even as thy soul prospereth.
III Jn. 1:2
As we join the Chinese Community in wishing them and each other A Happy/Blessed and Prosperous Chinese New Year may our prayer be that we wish them a successful journey in life, not only through this year, but also through life in our walk with the Lord.


REFLECT
A Blessed Prosperous Chinese New Year to All Concerned.
