​​R310 Rumination for January 16, 2011

The Theme: 
Joy To All People
The Text: 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  Lk. 2:10
The Thots:
The News of Jesus’ Birth was to be good tidings of great joy to all people.

Why? He was born the promised Saviour to Save them from their Sins.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
Lk. 2:11

And thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people from their sins.
Mt. 1:21

But was it good news of great joy to all people?

A. It was not Good News to…

1. King Herod. 

a. He had heard that the Babe Jesus was Born to be King of the Jews.
Mt. 2:1, 2
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is He that is born King of the Jews? 

For we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.

b. Thus, from thenceforth, he Declared war on the Babe and sought to Destroy Him.
Mt. 2:13b
The Babe’s parents were warned by an angel: Arise, and take the young Child and His mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.
c. When King Herod failed, he massacred all males under two tears old!
Mt. 2:16, NIV
Herod…gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under.
2. God’s own People, the Jews and their Priests.

a. John Recorded that He came unto His own, and His own Received Him not.
Jn. 1:11

This was in spite that He was named JESUS: for He shall save His people from their sins

Mt. 1:21
b. His own people expected the Messiah, Son of David to come to free them from Roman Rule.    Mt. 21:9
The multitudes…cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.

c. When Pilate Presented Him to the People as their King, the Priests rejected Him:
Jn. 19:15
 They cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them, 
Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
d. Later, the Priests also Persuaded the People ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.
Mt. 27: 15, 20

Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they would…

The chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.
B. But it was Good News To…
1. The Shepherds.

Lk. 2:16, 17
They came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.

And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this Child.
2. The Magi.

Mt. 2:10, 11
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
3. Elisabeth with John in her womb:
Lk. 1:41, 42

When Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and…

she spake out with a loud voice…Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.
4. Mary herself.

Lk. 1:46-49

Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For He hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For He that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is His name.

It should be a Day of Joy to all people, but it did not turn out that way that day.
Our Lord is now rejected, And by the world disowned,
By the many still neglected, And by the few enthroned;
But soon He'll come in glory! The hour is drawing nigh,
For the crowning day is coming By-and-by. 

In the meanwhile, as those who have Received Jesus into our lives, let us Remember Him as He tells us to: 

And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, 


Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
I Cor. 11:24-26
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1. Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.  
Lk. 2:10

The good tidings in the text according to Strong is: 

Euaggelizo = to announce good news ("evangelize") espec. the gospel:-- 

declare, bring (declare, show) glad (good) tidings, preach (the gospel).
Thus, the angelic announcement was the first proclamation of the Gospel to all people of the world. This good news was received by some but rejected by others. It is now the responsibility of those who have received the good news to proclaim it to the people of the world.

Hence, Jesus’ last commission to His disciples:

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
Mk. 16:15, KJV

"Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”
Mk. 16:15, NIV
According to Strong, gospel (KJV) or good news (NIV) is 

Euaggelion = a good message, i.e. the gospel:--gospel.
Thus, it is not surprising that Paul himself said:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
How do you feel is your responsibility regarding the Gospel of Christ to all people of the world as was first announced by the angel at the birth of Jesus and confirmed by Jesus Himself in His great commission to His disciples?

REFLECT
2. Apparently the angelic announcement that he brought good tidings of great joy to all people was not fulfilled at the first coming of the Lord Jesus. But it will be at His Second Coming, starting with God’s people, the Jews themselves who will Repent and Receive Him:

Zech. 12:10; 13:1
I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him... In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.
The kindreds of the earth also shall repent and receive Him.
Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced Him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
O the crowning day is coming,
      Is coming by-and-by,
    When our Lord shall come in power
      And glory from on high.
    O the glorious sight will gladden
      Each waiting, watchful eye,
    In the crowning day that's coming
        By-and-by. 

In the meanwhile we are told to watch and pray:
Mt. 24:42; 25:13
Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
Are you ready for His Coming?


REFLECT.
