
R309 Rumination for January 9, 2011

The Theme: 
The Joy of Jesus’ Birth and Death
The Text: 
Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; 


Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross.

Heb. 12:2

The Thots:

Introduction: Nine days ago was New Year’s Day. It was celebrated all over the world with “Happy New Year”. Just before that, it was Christmas, and every one celebrating it wished each other “Merry Christmas”.  The key words in these two greetings for each other were Happy and Merry, and underlying them is the world’s idea of “joy” and revelry as that which comes with “drinking”, fun and frolic.  It is completely different from the joy announced by the angel at Christ’s birth and the joy that Jesus Himself expected through the Cross.

Consider therefore the following thots:

A. The Extraordinary Angelic Announcement of Joy at Jesus’ Coming Birth.
Lk. 2:10, 11
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy…
1. Why the Joy to all people at Jesus’ birth. – …which shall be to all people.
a. It was the announcement of a Saviour from Sin.
Lk. 2:10
i. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
ii. Thou shall call His Name Jesus for He shall save His people from their sins.
Mt. 1:21
b. It was the fulfillment of OT Prophecy and Prediction. 
Mt. 1:22, 23
Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord 
by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son.
Cf. Isa. 7:14

2. However, there could only be Joy for the world, if Jesus died.

a. The Son of man came…to give His life a ransom for many.
Mk. 10:45
b. Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again.
Jn. 10:17 cf. 15
B. Jesus’ Expectation of Joy after Enduring the Cross in His death.
Looking unto Jesus…Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross…
Heb. 12:2

1. Jesus Expected the Cross, Symbol of His death. He looked towards it with Joy.
a. Because through His death, many would be Saved.
The gift by grace, which is by one Man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.
Rom. 5:15

So by the obedience of One shall many be made righteous.
Rom. 5:19

b. Because through His death, He would prove true what He Said.

From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
Mt. 16:21cf. Lk. 18:31-33

i. He Rode into Jerusalem – Recognised as Son of David but Rejected later.
Mt. 21:9-11
The multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David
When He was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this?
And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.
ii. Then He was falsely accused by the Jewish Rulers – all the chief priests and elders
Mt. 27:1, 2
iii. And Pilate Ruled that Jesus be killed - when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.


Mt. 27:26b
iv. But Jesus Rose again on the third day as He said!
Lk. 24:6, 7
He is not here, but is risen: remember how He spake unto you…Saying, The Son of man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.
2. Isaiah prophesied His Sufferings on the Cross and the Satisfaction (Joy) that would come with it. Consider…
a. The Messiah’s Sufferings: He is… a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
Isa. 53:3-5
He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities.
b. The Messiah’s Satisfaction and hence Joy:
He would See of the travail of his Soul, and shall be Satisfied. 
Isa. 53:11

3. The Joy for the Sovereign God and the Sinner  because of His death:
a. For the Sovereign God, because He could now be Just in Justifying the unrighteous.
Rom. 3:25, 26
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time His righteousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
b. For the Sinner, he could now be Joyful because God’s righteous Servant can now justify many; 
for He shall bear their iniquities.

Isa. 53:11

Jest as we Celebrated His Birth the other day, let us not forget to Commemorate His Death this day.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room And heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love. 
Isaac Watts

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 309

1. Is there or can there be joy in suffering?
James had this to say to the diaspora in his time:
Jas. 1:2, 3 
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. (KJV)
The NIV translates it:
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.
The NRSV translates the text as:
My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy,
because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance.
Is it possible that when believers come under persecution for their faith that they can look at their trials/persecutions/sufferings with all joy, pure joy and nothing but joy when they undergo such trials?
Peter spoke in the same manner and associated the believers’ suffering with Jesus’ own sufferings, and like as He, they can also share in the joy of His glory that comes after His endurance of the cross!
      I Pet. 4:13
But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.
Today many Christians go through great persecutions in many forms for their faith– some are discriminatory, political, racial, social, physical, etc. while other more serious ones take the form of terrorist attacks, suicide bombings, etc. that kill a big number at one time. 
Honestly, can Christians undergoing such torture still look at their sufferings with joy?

REFLECT.
2. Frances J. Crosby was blind yet she lived to a ripe old age and wrote many classic hymns that we still sing today. Below is a write-up about her.  
Frances Jane Van Alstyne, poet and hymn-writer, known by her pen name Fanny J. Crosby, was born at South East, Putnam County, New York, March 24,1820. When six weeks old she lost her sight, through the negligence of the attending physician, but in spite of this severe affliction has always been noted for her cheerful and happy disposition… [my emphasis]
Her hymns are characterized by simplicity, directness and intense earnestness. Among the most popular are "Safe in the Arms of Jesus," "Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour," "Rescue the Perishing," "Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross," "The Bright Forever," "Close to Thee," "Saviour, More Than Life to Me," and "I Am Thine, O Lord."
Fanny Crosby never writes out her poems, but completes each one in her mind and dictates it to an amanuensis. It is said that she can thus compose a dozen or more hymns before finally committing them to paper….
Possessed of a strong and hopeful Christian faith, a faculty for hard and persistent work, and a kindly interest in all about her, she is, even in old age, one of the brightest mortals, and the life of every circle into which she comes. Her residence is in Brooklyn. New York. [Note: Information up to 1897; Fanny Crosby died in 1915.]
Extracted from Wholesome Words – Christian Biography Resources.
http://www.wholesomewords.org/biography/bcrosby.html
Two weeks ago I met a blind sister whom I had not seen for many years. Yet when she heard my voice she could recognize me immediately. Though blind, and having pains in her body, she is happily married with children. If you happen to be beset with a life-threatening disease, what would your attitude be towards life and living for Christ?
REFLECT

