​​R308 Rumination for January 02, 2011 – a New Year Rumination
The Theme: 
Crossing River Jordan
The Text: The people came up out of Jordan…and encamped in Gilgal
Josh. 4:19
The Thots:

Intro. 
As we enter the New Year, let us recall Israel Preparing to enter the Promised Land 

to Possess their Possessions and to live a new life ahead of them in Gilgal.
Josh. 4:16-18, 19
The Significance of Crossing River Jordan:

· It is not crossing the River of death into life eternal as expressed in many hymns that we sing!

· It is going through “the waters of baptism”, symbolising that  we are dead with Christ, buried with Him 
and live to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6) to fight the enemies in us and ahead of us (Rom. 7).

For this, we need to Sanctify ourselves by the Spirit to possess our promised possessions. (Rom. 8) 
See # A
With the Crossing of Jordan and the Coming out of it, Israel was given…


A. A New Commemoration – these stones shall be for a memorial
Josh. 4:7 cf. Rom. 6:3, 4
1. Israel stepped into River Jordan cf. immersed in Baptism – baptized into His death.
2. Israel in the Midst of River Jordan cf. submerged in Baptism – buried with Him by baptism.
3. Israel stepped out of River Jordan cf. emerged from Baptism – like as Christ was raised up from the dead
4. Israel in Gilgal to live a new life cf. after Baptism even so we also should walk in newness of life.
As the Stones were a memorial of Israel’s “death” to their previous life, 

so baptism is a memorial to the Christian’s death to his old life – 
Rom. 6:3
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 
B. A New Commencement.  They encamped in Gilgal

Josh. 4:19

1. Looking back, the Jordan waters flowed back, overflowing its banks.

4:18
The waters of Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did before.

2. Looking forward, a new panorama spread before the people – Gilgal!

4:19
The people came up out of Jordan…and encamped in Gilgal,

a. Past Failures Forgiven and Forgotten. 



5: 9
This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you … wherefore the place is called Gilgal.
Cf. Brethren…this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind…

Phil. 3:13a,b

b. Passover Feast observed for First time in the land.


5:10

Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even.
Cf. Upon the first day of the week…the disciples came together to break bread.

Acts 20:8

c. Promising Foretaste of the Fruit of the Land.



5.12
The manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.

Cf. Brethren…this one thing I do…reaching forth unto those things which are before,

I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

Phil 3:13, 14
· May this be our Resolution for the New Year.


Forgive and Forget the Past, Press on toward the Future for a Fruitful Life.

C. A New Commitment:

1. The Rite of Circumcision Revived at Gilgal.
Josh. 5:2-8 See also #A


The LORD said…Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time.
2. To put Right the Covenant Relationship with God and the new Generation.
 5:6, 7, 9 cf. Gen. 17:9-14

This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you and thy seed after thee; 

Every man child among you shall be circumcised.

Cf. Gen. 17:11

Cf. In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 

Col. 2:11, 12

in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with him in baptism.
3. The Ritual of Passover Renewed.

Josh. 5:10-12

a. A Reminder of Redemption by blood. 

b. Two Rituals of Circumcision and the Passover merged at Gilgal.

Cf. The 2 Ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper given to the Church.
· Baptised Believers need to Resolve this year to be faithful in Remembering the Lord at His Supper.
c. A Refreshing diet for the nation – fruit of the land took the pace of manna and corn.
5:11, 12

D. A New Challenge.

Josh. 5:13, 14

1. Conquest of Jericho ahead – When Joshua was by Jericho

5:13 cf. 6:2
2. The Captain of Jehovah – His Revelation, Recognition and Reverence.
5:13-15


As captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship.
· Resolve to Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass this New Year.
For me, O Lord, this too I simply ask; Help me to not shirk my appointed task,
Teach me to trust, Lord, walking day by day, In simple faith that You show me Your way.
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 308
In the Rumination three “Resolutions” are suggested in our meditation for the New Year, viz.

a. Forgive and Forget the Past, Press on toward the Future for a Fruitful Life.

b. Baptised Believers need to Resolve this year to be faithful in Remembering the Lord at His Supper.

c. Resolve to Commit thy way unto the LORD; 

trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass.
1. For (a) as we go into the New Year, 


Let us Forget the Past, not that we should completely forget our past experiences. 

Some of them are useful and can serve as lessons to make us wiser and prepare us to face similar or almost similar events should we encounter them again, that we may not make the same mistake we made earlier. In this case use them as stepping stones to lead us on from there.


Some of course may be stumbling blocks to hinder or burden us and stop us from going forward. In such a case we need to bury them in the past and just move forward into the future.


More pertinently there may be unconfessed sins committed by us or an unforgiving spirit related to others who may have hurt us. With regard to the first one, God promised, 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (I Jn. 1:9)

With regard to the second, the Lord taught us to pray: Forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. (Lk. 11:4, NIV)


Will you be going into the New Year with a clean slate of your life before you? 




REFLECT
2. For (b) as we go into the New Year,


the question that needs urgent attention is if you are a baptized believer.

Through the Acts of the Apostles every one who believed in the Lord was challenged to be baptised. Consider the Ethiopian eunuch: 
Acts 8:36, 37


And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said,  

See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?


And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 

And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Consider the Roman centurion and those in his house:
Acts 10:47, 48


Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.


And if you are baptised, do you ensure that you partake of the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of the Lord as often as you can? (I Cor. 11:24-26)



The early disciples did so on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7) and they lay aside their gifts to give to the Lord when they meet together on the first day of the week? (I Cor. 16:1, 2)

Will you also make it a point to do so in the coming New Year?
REFLECT
3. For (c), all of us are not sure what the New Year will bring or what will happen to us.


The most logical thing for us to do, therefore, is to commit our ways in the coming year to Him Who knows the end from the beginning. 

He is the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever (Heb. 13:8) and we are exhorted to keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.” (Heb. 13:5, 6, NIV)


Are you prepared to commit your ways to Him and trust Him for all things that He will bring to pass in your life this year?
REFLECT
May this New Year be a Fufilling and Fruitful New Year to you.
Note: For a full message outline on Crossing River Jordan to enter the Promised Land 

Visit: www.berita-bethel-ung.com 

