R300_(37) Rumination for November 07, 2010

The Theme: 
I Thirst
The Text: 
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished… saith, I thirst
Jn. 19:28

The Thots:


A. The Saviour’s Thirst


Jn. 19:28
1. He Refused the vinegar drugged with myrrh and gall before crucifixion

Mk. 15:23, 24

2. But He Received the plain vinegar before His expiration.
Jn. 19:29

a. He died a Criminal’s death for me – He was crucified between two malefactors.
LK. 23:32, 33

b. He died a Conscious death for me – He was not drugged.
Cf. Matt. 27:34, 35

c. He uttered the Cry of victory in the hour of defeat – It is finished.
Jn. 19:30

3. He could now Really offer the Water of Life to the thirsty –
Rev. 22:17

 His blood having been shed for their redemption.

B. The Sinner’s Thirst


Jn. 6:35
1. The Offer is to the thirsty sinner

a. Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.
Isa. 55:1

i. It is to be Purchased – come ye, buy… yea, come, buy…
ii. But it is Priceless – he that hath no money… without money and without price
b. Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
Rev. 22:17

2. It is Open to all – it is to the Whosoever.

a. Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
Rev. 22:17

b. Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst
Jn. 4:14

3. The Outcome is guaranteed.

a. He that believeth on Me shall never thirst.
Jn. 6:35

b. Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst…
Jn. 4:14

C. The Saint’s Thirst
The Thirst of David, the Psalmist.


1. He is Desolate – he thirsts for Life in God.
Psa. 143:6

a. My heart within me is Desolate.
143:4

b. His whole being is Desperate.
143:3

c. Only God can satisfy His Dryness of spirit (v. 4) and soul (v. 6). Thus, he cries out…
143:6

i. Hear me speedily. 
(v. 7)
v. 7

ii. Cause me to hear …
(v. 8)
v. 8

iii. Deliver me…
(v. 9)

iv. Teach me …
 (v. 10)

v. Lead me…
(v. 10)

vi. Revive me…
(v. 11)

For I am Thy servant
(v. 12)

2. He is Disquieted – he thirsts for the Living God
Psa. 42:2

a. He Industriously thirsts for God


– My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?
b. He Illustrates his thirst for God.

– As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God.
c. He is Illumined in his thirst for God – hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him.
Psa. 42:5, 11

– Though Disheartened, he will Hope.



– Though Disquieted, he will still Praise Him.

3. He is Diligent – he thirsts to Live for the Glory of God


 – O God, Thou art my God, early will I seek Thee; My soul thirsteth for Thee


… to see Thy power and glory.
Psa. 63:1, 2

And his Thirst is Satisfied – My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness…
Psa. 63:5

a.  My mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips. 
63:5

b. My lips shall praise thee… because thy lovingkindness is better than life.
63:3

c. Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.
63:4

When the Lord uttered “I thirst” was He just thirsting for water?

Or was He thirsting to accomplish what He came to do and to bring honour and glory to God? Cf. Jn. 19:28-30

Let us thirst for Him in our remembrance of Him this day,

using our mouths, lips and lives to praise and worship Him.

As the deer panteth for the water, So my soul longeth after Thee
You alone are my heart's desire, And I long to worship Thee.

A. Martin Nystrom

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R300
1. What did the Lord Jesus mean when He said:
Jn. 6:51-58
I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, 
he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.


The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us His flesh to eat?
Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink His blood, ye have no life in you.

Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.

For My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink indeed.

He that eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in him.

As the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me.

This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: 
he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.
Was the Lord Jesus referring to the Lord’s Supper when He said the above words and that the participating of the elements can actually confer eternal life? Did He mean that one had to eat of His flesh literally and drink of His actual blood to possess eternal life? Did He mean that when one eats of the communion bread and drinks of the communion cup that he literally “eats” of His literal body and “drinks” of His literal blood and that such act confers eternal life to the participant?
How could it be when at that particular time the Lord had not even institute the Lord’s Supper yet?

On the other hand compare the two parallel Scripture verses as follows:
	Jn. 6:53
	
	Jn. 6:35

	Then Jesus said unto them,

Verily, verily, I say unto you
	
	And Jesus said unto them,   

I am the bread of life

	Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man
	
	he that cometh to Me shall never hunger;

	and drink His blood, ye have no life in you
	
	and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.


It can be seen from the above comparison that 
“eating His flesh” corresponds with “he that cometh to Me shall never hunger” 

and “drinking of His blood” corresponds with “he that believeth on Me shall never thirst”.
Thus, to eat of His flesh is to come to Jesus and to drink of His blood is to believe on Him.

Negatively, the results of not eating of His flesh and drinking of His blood is to have no life, 
whereas positively the results of coming to Him and believing on Him is to have eternal life. 
Compare I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. (Jn. 6:51)
Have you eaten of His flesh and drunk of His blood? 

Have you come to the Lord and believed in Him as your personal Saviour? 

Then, you have been made worthy to eat of the bread and drink of the cup at the Lord’s Supper
in remembrance of Him. Therefore, this week walk ye in Him.
REFLECT
2. As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.  

My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?
Psa. 42:1, 2
The NIV translates the above text as follows:

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?
Psa. 42:1, 2

The Psalmist panteth (from a root word to long for; thus, cry and pant) for God. His soul literally thirsts for God.

He just wants to meet with God. Why?

My tears have been my food day and night, while men say to me all day long, "Where is your God?"
42:3

My soul is downcast within me;

42:6
I say to God my Rock, "Why have you forgotten me? 

42:9-11a
Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by the enemy?
My bones suffer mortal agony as my foes taunt me, saying to me all day long, "Where is your God?"

Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me?
He concludes with: Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior and my God.

42:11b

Have you been in such a situation before? Can you still praise and hope in Him?
REFLECT
