R294_(35) Rumination for September 26, 2010

The Theme: 
The Shepherd
The Text: 
Awake, O sword, against My shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, 


saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd.
Zech. 13:7

The Thots:

Intro.: This Man was no ordinary Man – He was the LORD’s Man Who is His Fellow, and His Shepherd.

A. My Fellow – He is God, the Father’s, Fellow – My fellow

Zech. 13:7b 
Fellow is Heb. 'amiyth, from a root meaning to associate; companionship;


hence a comrade or kindred man:--another, fellow.
Strong

1. He is the Father’s Constant Companion.
Jn. 10:15

As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father.

2. He is in Constant Communion with the Father – with:

He is the Word [Who] Was with God, and the Word Was God.
Jn. 1:1

Cf. And now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own Self with the glory 
which I had with Thee before the world was.
Jn. 17:5

B. My Shepherd

1. He is God’s Shepherd – My shepherd
 Zech. 13:7a

2. He is the Good Shepherd 
a. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.
Jn. 10:11

b. I am the good shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.
Jn. 10:14
3. And He is the Lord my Shepherd
Psa. 23:1

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
C. The Man

1. The Man is “my Fellow” and “My Shepherd” –
Zech. 13:7b

Cf. There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
I Tim. 2:5

Thus, Christ Jesus is God’s Man, my Man and our Mediator.
2. He “was made in the likeness of men”
Phil. 2:7


3. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 


He also Himself likewise took part of the same.
Heb. 2:14

4. The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.
Jn. 1:14

D. God’s Shepherd was Smitten – smite the Shepherd

Zech. 13:7c
1. The Shepherd was Smitten by the Sword.
Zech. 13:7a, c

God spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all.
Rom. 8:32

Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.
Acts 2:23
2. The Son of man shall be betrayed… And (they)shall deliver Him 

to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify Him..
Mt. 20:18, 19

3. The good Shepherd giveth His life for the Sheep.
Jn. 10:11

E. The Shepherd and me

1. He is the Good Shepherd – He Redeemed me.
Jn. 10:11

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.

2. He is the Great Shepherd – He Resurrected and is Returning for me.
Heb. 13:20

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,

that great shepherd of the sheep,

3. He is the Chief Shepherd to Reward me.
I Pet. 5:4

When the chief Shepherd shall appear, 

ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

4. In the meanwhile, He is My Shepherd for me to Remember Him 


this day at the Lord’s Supper – this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:25

Jehovah lifted up His rod: O Christ, it fell on Thee!

Thou was sore stricken of Thy God! There’s not one stroke for me.


Thy tears, Thy blood beneath it flowed: Thy bruising healeth me.
Mrs. Cousin

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 294
1. Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.
I Tim. 3:16
And indeed, great is the mystery too that God smote the Man, His Fellow and His Shepherd, - yea, His own and only beloved Son, in not sparing Him, but delivering Him up for us all (Rom. 8:32) as our Substitute to bear our sins in His own body on the tree. (I Pet. 2:24).

Thus, Jehovah lifted up His rod: O Christ, it fell on Thee!

Thou was sore stricken of Thy God! There’s not one stroke for me.

Thy tears, Thy blood beneath it flowed: Thy bruising healeth me.

Can you imagine what great pain it must have caused the Father to submit His innocent Son to a punishment that He never deserved, yet had to bear, in order that God Himself might demonstrate how much He loved us (God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us, Rom. 5:8, NIV) and for the Son Himself to voluntarily bear the punishment of a righteous God on the sin He, the Sinless One, was bearing for all ungodly sinners, including those who were His enemies (For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly… For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life, Rom. 5:6, 10) 
Great indeed is the mystery of the Persons in the Godhead in Their love for sinners lost – you and me! 

Such Divine and selfless love can only be reciprocated by the words of Paul: Phil. 1:20, 21

According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, 
but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

Will it be fair to expect you to echo these very same words in the light of what God the Father and God the Son have done for you and for me? 

May God the Holy Spirit so lead us to respond likewise.
REFLECT.
2. Ahithophel sat at the same table with David and Ahithophel was the king's counsellor:        (I Chr. 27:33). Yea, he was David’s “own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me” (Psa. 41:9).  In other words, he was a “fellow” with David, but unfortunately at the last he was ready to betray his king.
When Judas, who was a fellow-disciple as with the others of Jesus, betrayed Him, Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took Him. (Mt. 26:50)
Ahithophel and Judas were familiar (bosom, NRSV; close, NIV) friends of Jesus, yet they betrayed their masters. 

Jesus said, Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you. (Jn. 15:15). 

What kind of a friend are you going to be to Jesus this week?
REFLECT
