R291_(34) Rumination for September 05, 2010

The Theme: 
Who Delivered Jesus?

The Text:  As they did eat, He said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray Me. 
Mt. 26:21
The Thots:


Note: Gk. paradidomi which means to surrender, i.e. yield up, betray, deliver (up), give (over, up), etc.

  is translated in the KJV as deliver or betray, thus: 
Matt. 27: 2-5
And when they had bound Him, they led Him away, and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor.

Then Judas, which had betrayed Him… brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? 
See thou to that. And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.

A. Was it Judas?

1. He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray Him.
Jn. 6:71; 12:4

2. Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests,

{Mt. 26:14, 15; 


And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto you? 
{Mk. 14:10, 11

3. And from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him.
Mt. 26:16; Lk. 22:4, 6

4. As they did eat, He said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray Me. 
Mt. 26:21; Mk. 14:18

5. He that dippeth his hand with Me in the dish, the same shall betray Me.
Mt. 26:23

6. Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray Me.
Mt. 26:46

7. The devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot… to betray Him;
Jn. 13:2
8. Jesus … said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray Me.
Jn. 13:21

B. Was it the chief priests and elders of the people?

1. Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed 
Mt. 20:18, 19; Mk. 10:33

unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death,

And shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify Him: 

2. All the chief priests and elders of the people
Mt. 27:1, 2; Mk. 15:1


 took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death:  And when they had bound Him,


 they led Him away, and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor.
3. How the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death.
Lk. 24:20

4. For He knew that for envy they had delivered Him.
Mt. 27:18; Mk. 15:10

5. They answered and said unto Him, If he were not a malefactor, 


we would not have delivered Him up unto thee.
Jn. 18:30

C. Was it Pilate?
1. And Pilate gave sentence … he delivered Jesus to their will.

Lk. 23:24, 25

2. Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus,

Mt. 27:26; Mk. 15:15

he delivered him to be crucified.

D. Was it God the Father?

1. He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all.
Rom. 8:32

2. Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, 
Acts 2:23

ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:
Note: delivered (Gk. ekdotos) = given out or over, i.e. surrendered: --delivered.

E. Can I Betray my Lord?
1. It was at supper that Jesus identified Judas who would betray Him?


a. As they did eat, He said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray Me. 
Mt. 26:21; Mk. 14:18

b. He that dippeth his hand with Me in the dish, the same shall betray Me.
Mt. 26:23

c. Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray Me.
Mt. 26:46

2. It was when supper ended that the Devil put in Judas the Desire to betray the Lord.
Jn. 13:2


Supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot…to betray him;

3. Concerning the Lord’s Supper, I am Strictly warned:
I Cor. 10:21


Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: 


Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.

Too soon I rise, the symbols disappear – 

Let me never betray Thee in word, deed and act.

Let me walk my life in godly fear – 

Ever faithful to Thee and never making Thee sad.
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1. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: 

Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.
I Cor. 10:21

The fact that Paul reprimanded the Corinthian believers on the above matter implies that they indeed could drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: and could be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils at the same time. In fact, it would seem that some of these believers were doing it, hence, the straightforward rebuke: ye cannot. It could be stating a fact and a practice that was prevalent then.

At the same time, it could also be a rebuke referring to their moral inconsistency in such a practice. It was plain disloyalty to their Master and Lord so to compromise in this way. They just could not and must not do it. To continue doing so is to morally and spiritually betray their Lord.

But what could they have done to be categorized as such traitors to their cause?

What would you suggest?


Barnes in his Notes in the New Testament has this to say. He writes:

In the feasts in honor of the gods, wine was poured out as a libation, or drank by the worshippers; see Virgil, Aeneas viii. 273. The custom of drinking “toasts” at feasts and celebrations arose from this practice of pouring out wine, or drinking in honor of the pagan gods; and is a practice that still partakes of the nature of paganism. It was one of the abominations of paganism to suppose that their gods would be pleased with the intoxicating drink. Such a pouring out of a libation was usually accompanied with a prayer to the idol god, that he would accept the offering; that he would be propitious; and that he would grant the desire of the worshipper. From that custom the habit of expressing a sentiment, or proposing a toast, uttered in drinking wine, has been derived. The toast or sentiment which now usually accompanies the drinking of a glass in this manner, if it means anything, is now also a “prayer.” But to whom? To the god of wine? To a pagan deity? Can it be supposed that it is a prayer offered to the true God; the God of purity? Has Yahweh directed that prayer should be offered to Him in such a manner? Can it be acceptable to Him? Either the sentiment is unmeaning, or it is a prayer offered to a pagan god, or it is mockery of Yahweh; and in either case it is improper and wicked. And it may as truly be said now of Christians as in the time of Paul. “Ye cannot consistently drink the cup of the Lord at the communion table, and the cup where a prayer is offered to a false god, or to the dead, or to the air; or when, if it means anything, it is a mockery of Jehovah.” Now can a Christian with any more consistency or propriety join in such celebrations, and in such unmeaning or profane libations, than he could go into the temple of an idol, and partake of the idolatrous celebrations there?
REFLECT
2. “Devils” should rightly be translated “demons” as in the NIV and in other modern translations:
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; 
you cannot have a part in both the Lord's table and the table of demons.
I Cor. 10:21, NIV

This month (Aug-Sept) in Malaysia and many other pagan-oriented countries many of their followers celebrate The Month of the Hungry Ghosts, commonly known as the seventh month in the lunar calendar. It is believed that during this month, demons from Hades are released into this world. These include spirits, ghosts, etc. of the underworld which are set free from their nebulous prison to come out into this world and they are very hungry. Thus, during this month various groups of these followers hold various food festivals to feed these hungry ghosts and also hold operas to entertain them. At the end of the day, it is the people (the worshippers) who feed themselves of this free food a-plenty. 

Christians in pagan homes are often served such food too – food that has been offered to their departed ancestors, and they are obliged to partake of this food that has been offered to idols as well. 

Should believers who partake of the Lord’s Supper at the Lord’s Table also naively partake of such food taking the attitude that as concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one. (I Cor. 8:4).

REFLECT

