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Rumination for July 25, 2010
The Theme: 
In the Garden…A Choice!
The Text: 
And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; 


and there He put the man whom He had formed.
Gen. 2:8

The Thots:


A. The King of Tyre had been In the Garden of God, and he was given a Choice.  Eze. 28:11, 13 
Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God.


1. Cf. The Prince (Ruler, NIV) of Tyre - Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus,

28:2
Thou art a man [Ethbaal III?], and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:


a. His Pride: thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God.

b. His Punishment: They shall bring thee down to the pit…

28:6-10


Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have spoken it.
2. The King of Tyre - Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus.

28:12
He would be different from the above prince/ruler - he was more than a man – Satan?

a. His Extraordinary Character:

i. Thou hast been in Eden the Garden of God.

28:13a
ii. You were anointed as a Guardian cherub, for so I ordained you.

28:14a, NIV
iii. You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.

28:14b, NIV
iv. You were blameless…from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you.  28:15a, NIV
b. He was Extended a Choice:
i. To Live in the garden as the beautiful anointed cherub 

28:13-15

ii. Or to Lift his heart up against God – Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty
28:17a
iii. He Chose the Latter and Committed the sin of pride – thou hast sinned:

28:15

iv. He was thus Cast out from the mount of God.

28:16
Therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: 
and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.
B. In the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve were given a Choice:
Gen. 2:15-17
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:

1. Eve, Chose the latter and Adam joined in. Both Committed the sin of Disobedience. 
3:6 cf. Rom. 5:12, 14

When the woman saw that the tree was good… and did eat, and gave also unto her husband…and he did eat.
a. Thus, the woman being Deceived was in the transgression.

I Tim. 2:14b
b. Also by one man sin entered into the world, and Death by sin; and so death passed upon all men.   Rom. 5:12
2. Both were thus Driven out of the Compass of the garden.

Gen. 3:24

So He drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims…
C. In the Garden of the Lord, Lot was given a Choice…
Gen. 13:9, 10 cf. Isa. 51:3
The whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the LORD.
13:10
1. …To live in the cities of sin of the Plain or in the Promised land of Canaan


13:11, 12

2. He Chose the former and joined the Sinners of Sodom.

13:12, 13

The men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.

3. He was Dragged out of the city when Sodom and Gomorrah were Destroyed.

19:16, 17

D. In the Garden of Gethsemane, our Lord was given a Choice.
Jn. 18:1; Mt. 26:36; 26:3

1. To do the Father’s Will or to do His own will as Man.
26:39

O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt
2. He Chose the Father’s Will, and He was made Sin for us, He Who knew no Sin.
II Cor. 5:21

For He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin;

3. He had to Die outside the Camp for us, 
Heb. 13:11

a. …Having been Betrayed by Judas in the garden.
Jn. 18:1, 2

b. Also for Being in the garden with his Lord, Peter had to deny Him.
Jn. 18:26, 27

c. Finally, Jesus was crucified, and later Buried by Joseph in his garden.
Jn. 19:41; Mt. 27:59, 60

Con.: 
In the Garden, Mary mistook her Lord for the Gardener
Jn. 20:15, 16


But when she recognised His voice, she cried out, “Master”.


On this Lord’s Day, at this Lord’s Supper, Let us Rejoice to meet Him


Not in Routine format, but to Recognise and Remember Him,


And proclaim Him, “My Lord and my God.”
KC Ung
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 285

I have a small garden in front of my house. I grow flowering plants and some vegetables in it. 

I encounter two problems when growing these plants, viz.

1. The Soil.

The original soil was clay, stones and mud. I never removed them when I planted grass in it. The grass with its shallow roots grew well and I thought all was well until I decided to grow plants with longer roots. They grew up tall and thin but never flourished, hardly flowered, nor were they fruitful.

Then I decided to grow some okra or ladies fingers. Because the roots did not grow deep into the ground, they grew well at first. After the “first” generation, I did not uproot them but continued to allow them to grow and bear “second generation” fruits. They grew tall and thin and the fingers were short and hardened quickly.
Recently I decided to dig up the soil, and replaced it with new burnt black soil. I also added fertilizer and some home-made compost to it. The result was amazing. The new plants had stems with a circumference of two to three inches, and each finger was at least more than a foot long. After the firstfruits, the plant put out many other side branches which would cover a circular area of three to four feet with almost the same length of fingers (about the length of one foot each) growing from these branches too.

The lesson? 

For the okra plants to grow well, they need good soil and fertilizers. 

Cf. As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him:

Rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

Col. 2:6, 7
Remember what the Lord said: I am the Vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.
Jn. 15:5
Since receiving Christ as Saviour, are you well-grounded in the Word, growing and bearing fruits for the Lord? What kind of soil and fertilizer are the roots of your Christian faith feeding on?
REFLECT
2. The Weeds.
The second problem I face in caring for my garden is one of weeds. They seem to show up everywhere – in open ground, in between bricks and stones, in flower pots, in the nooks and corners and even in cracks in the cement floor! To add to the difficulty of weeding them, the weeds somehow know where to grow. They grow among the lawn grass and tangle themselves with the grass roots so that when I pull up the weeds, the grass comes up with them. Some camouflage among small flowering plants by having almost the same shape and colour as their leaves. It is difficult to detect them at first glance. Other weeds when pulled come off easily and leave their roots behind in the ground. Some weeds cling on the side of walls and flowerpots so that it is difficult to get a good grip of them to pull them out. Others grow so intimately close with your good plants so that weed-killers are of no use. When you kill the weeds, you kill the good plants too. Finally, even when one is successful in pulling out the weeds in an earlier place, others would have already grown up equally fast in a new place. You can be at weeding every day, yet you will still find some weeds elsewhere starting to take root or which have already taken root and are starting to grow.
The Lesson? Weeds are the sign that the curse of sin is still with us: cursed is the ground for thy sake…thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee. (Gen. 3:17, 18) They appear in our lives as evil thoughts that seek to supplant us in our thinking, motives and actions. They act very subtly and they creep into our thoughts and actions very surreptitiously.  They will never leave us. One needs to beware of them and be aware of them the moment they appear with their ugly thoughts. One needs to weed them out every time and give them no space to grow by developing good thoughts. Thus, 

finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

Phil. 4:8
My heart may be like a garden, fair,
lots of loving thoughts and deeds blossoming there.
Or it may be a place of poison weeds, 
growing into ugly thoughts and words and deeds.
Lord Jesus make my heart a garden, fair.
Come now Thyself and be the Gardener there.
How is your “thought” life and how is your garden?
REFLECT
