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The Theme: 
Come together or Gathered Together
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The Text: 
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together

Heb. 10:25
The Thots:

A. Assembling of Ourselves together.

Heb. 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

1. The Problem of living in the last days – forsaking the assembling of ourselves together
2. The needed Practice in the last days – exhorting one another
3. The Priority of living in the last days – so much the more, as ye see the day approaching
However, assembling ourselves together can be for good or otherwise:

B. Coming Together – Consider the Coming together of the Corinthian Church – what it should not be: 
1. They were Disgraceful in their coming together for the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:17

I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse.

Ct. Our Presence at the Supper is to show the Lord’s death till He come.
11:26

2. They were Divisive:
11:18

When ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you.
Ct. Our Partaking of the bread is to demonstrate our oneness in Christ.
10:16, 17

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread
3. They had a Diverted Purpose:
11:20

When ye come together… this is not to eat the Lord's Supper.

Ct. Our Purpose is for the remembrance of the Lord – this do in remembrance of Me.
11:24- 26
4. They were not Disciplined:
11:33, 34

When ye come together to eat, tarry one for another. 

And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not together unto condemnation.
Ct. Patience and orderliness should characterise our participation.
14:40
Let all things be done decently and in order.
5. Their participation was Dishonouring to the Lord: 
14:23

If therefore the whole church be come together…and all speak with tongues, 

and there come in those that are unlearned…will they not say that ye are mad?


Ct. Seek to Profit all – it is better to be brief rather than longwinded and unwieldy.
14:19
Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, 
that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.

6. They were Disorderly.
14:26a
When ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine… 


Ct. Participation should be done unto edifying.
14:26b

Let us take care that ye come not together unto condemnation.
11:34b

Let all things be done unto edifying.
14:26b

For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace.
14:33

C. Gathered Together –  Consider the Coming together for the Christian Church – what it should be:

1. It is a Coming together in His Reverent Name and He Promises His Presence.

Matt. 18:20

Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them. 

2. The Centre for Coming together is the Risen Christ to Whom is given all Pre-eminence.
Lk. 24:33, 34

And … returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, 

Saying, The Lord is risen indeed...
He is the head of the body, the church: who is the Beginning, the Firstborn from the dead; 
Col. 1:18
that in all things He might have the pre-eminence.
3. There is also a Commemoration of the Remembered Christ at a Period agreed upon.
Acts 20:7, 8 

Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread …

… where they were gathered together.

Gathered, Lord, around Thy table,

Now we seek Thy face;

Let us know Thy presence with us,

Lord of grace!

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. There were no specific commands from the Lord as to when exactly the disciples should come together to remember Him at the Lord’s Supper. Consequently some churches gather together for this purpose once a year, once a month or once a week.  The specific instruction however is found in the expression “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.” ( I Cor. 11:26). Would you consider once a year, once a month or once a week adequate enough to satisfy the expression “as often as…”
However in most assemblies, the saints gather together once a week for this purpose. Sunday, the Lord’s Day or the first day of the week is chosen by most assemblies for such observance to be most apt because of the following reasons:

a) The first day of the week was the day Christ rose again. There could be no better day for such a remembrance. 

Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week,
Mk. 16:9

On the morrow after the Sabbath was the day for The Feast of Firstfruits  (Lev. 23:11)      – a type of the Resurrection of Christ.

Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days was the Day of Pentecost, a type of the Descent the Holy Spirit leading to the Birth of the Church.
Even in these two types which had to do with Christ and the Church, the significant day of reckoning in the Old Testament was the morrow after the Sabbath, i.e. the first day of the week. The Sabbath was the old reckoning for Israel and as far as the Church was concerned, it had been nailed to the cross and had no more claims over the church. 

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross...Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. (Col. 2:14, 16, 17)

What better day can there be to commemorate the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ and the Birthday of the Church at the New Testament Pentecost, both of which occurred on the first day of the week (i.e. the Lord’s Day, Sunday) than for the Church to remember their Lord on this very significant day.

Besides the apostles themselves broke bread on the first day of the week - upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread  and Paul, in spite of the urgency of his mission, purposely stayed back to break bread with the believers in Troas.

Would you make it a point to gather together with the saints of God to remember the Lord on a Sabbath day, once a year, once a month or once every week on the first day of each week?
REFLECT.

2. In I Cor. 14:26 Paul had to rebuke the Corinthian Church because of the confusion that came about at their coming together. One such situation  was: 

How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying. 
This could come about when too many believers insisted in taking part or one believer would come so “prepared” that he would insist on “delivering” what he had prepared even though it was irrelevant or he would take up all the time without giving opportunity for others to participate. Have you come across such a situation? What do you think should be the right thing for the participant or for you to do?
REFLECT. 
