R278_ (R29) Rumination for 6th June, 2010  

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Have not seen, and yet…
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed:


 blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
Jn. 20:29
The Thots:

A. The Basic Truths of Scripture.

1. God is Eternal Spirit - no one has seen Him at any time.
Jn. 4:24; 1:18a
God is a Spirit… No man hath seen God at any time;
2. God is Immortal no man can approach or has seen, nor can see Him.
I Tim. 6:16
Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; 
Whom no man hath seen, nor can see:
3. But God’s Personal Begotten Son, from the Father’s Bosom, He has declared Him.
Jn. 1:18b 

The only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.
B. The  Blessing of Sceptical Thomas.
Jn. 20:29

1. Thomas Would not believe that Jesus had risen, because he did not see Him.
Jn. 20:25
But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
2. However, he Worshipped Him when he saw Him.
Jn. 20:28
He exclaimed, “My Lord and my God.”
3. Thomas Believed and was Blessed because he saw.
Jn. 20:29a

Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed.

C. The  Blessedness of Believing Saints …
Jn. 20:29
1. Who have not seen, yet they Believe and Love Him.



a. Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
Jn. 20:29b

b. Whom having not seen, ye love.
I Pet. 1:8a

2. And those who do not see Him now, yet Believing …


a. They Rejoice even now with joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
I Pet. 1:8b
In whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory
b. They Receive the end of their faith, even the salvation of their souls – 
I Pet. 1:9
Enjoying now what their faith will bequeath them at the End.
Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls

c. They Remember Him now in the breaking of the bread and the drinking of the cup.
I Cor. 11:24-26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
D. The  Bliss of a Sure and Blessed Hope.
I Jn. 3:3


1. For now, no man has seen or can see Him and it doth not yet appear what we shall be:
I Jn. 3:2a
2. But we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him:
I Jn. 3:2b

a. This is our Glorious Joy.
I Pet. 1:8
Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
b. This is our Glorious Hope, even …
I Jn. 3:3

Looking for…the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.
3. So for now, we eat this bread, and drink this cup, to show the Lord's death till He comes.
I Cor. 11:26

See the feast of love is spread

Drink the wine and eat the bread;

Sweet memorials, till the Lord

Call us round His heavenly board,

Some from earth, from glory some,


 
Severed only “Till He come!”

E. Bickersteth

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 278
1. Jesus said: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
Jn. 20:29
Paul stated in equivalent terms: we walk by faith, not by sight.
II Cor. 5:7

Abraham was one example of a man who walked by faith and not by sight – 
Who having not seen and yet believed...

· When he obeyed God and moved out of his comfortable home to an unknown destination that God would show him later:
Gen, 12:1
Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee:

· When He trusted in and believed all that God said to him:
Gen. 12:2, 3
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
· When he departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him.
Gen. 12:5

This departing act of his was a demonstration of his obedience, trust and belief in God.
When we walk with the Lord 


in the light of His word, what a glory he sheds on our way! 

While we do his good will, He abides with us still, 


and with all who will trust and obey. 

Refrain:


Trust and obey, for there's no other way 


to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

Then in fellowship sweet 


we will sit at his feet, or we'll walk by his side in the way; 


what he says we will do, where he sends we will go; 


never fear, only trust and obey. 

John H. Sammis

Because of Abraham’s trust and obedience to God (he believed in the LORD... He counted it to him for righteousness)…
Gen. 15:6

The then uncircumcised Abraham became the father of all who having not seen yet have believed. 
To these uncircumcised believers as we are, the Lord has also imputed righteousness:  
He received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had 
yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, 
though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also:
Rom. 4:11

All believers in Christ (Rom. 4:24) are now reckoned to be righteous. We therefore have a responsibility to live righteous lives. What does it mean to be righteous before God, before men and within yourself this week?
REFLECT
2. Recently somebody sent me this: 
I look at modern day examples and I am humbled. Men and women of God who, deeply convicted of God’s calling, left the comforts of home and the prospects of a much ‘better’ life to venture into hostile environments and reach inhospitable people with both, the gospel and Christ’s love. While so many of us make emigration to a ‘better land’ an obsession, these faithful missionaries left merry England, the ‘American dream’ and leisurely Australia to reach the shores of dark Africa, pagan India, feudalistic China and cannibalistic New Guinea. What if Dr. Livingstone had turned his back on Africa to pursue his medical practice in England? What if William Carey and Mother Theresa balked at going to India? What if Hudson Taylor thought it crazy to subject his young family to the hazards of China? When God called and the opportunities presented themselves, these servants of God did the ‘Nike’ thing – they just DID IT! 

What are your thoughts in responding to the above? How would you respond if God was to call you to do something this week that may require you to have faith in Him just to do what He says?  


REFLECT
