R273_ (28) Rumination for 2nd May, 2010.

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
When they had sung a hymn
The Text: 
And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
Mt. 26:30
The Thots:


A. The Song they Sang 

1. The Egyptian Hallel.
Psa. 113-118 

This Egyptian Hallel was sung in connection with the feasts of Passover, 

Pentecost, Tabernacles, and Dedication.
Cf. Deu. 16:16
Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place 

which He shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread (Passover), and in the feast of weeks
(Pentecost), and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty.
2. The Great Hallel – this was sung after the last cup at the Passover.
Psa. 115-118

3. The Last Hymn.
Mt. 26:30

a. The Hymn Jesus and his disciples sang would most probably be the Hallel.

b. Among the words they sang were likely to be: 


The LORD is my strength and song, and is become my salvation.
Psa. 118:14
c. These words were taken from the Song of Moses.
See #B below
B. The Song of Moses.
Exo. 15:1, 2 

The LORD is my strength and song, and He is become my salvation: He is my God.

Exo. 15:2

1. The Song of Moses was the Song of Redemption.

2. The Song of Moses was the first song Recorded in the Bible.

3. The People could only sing after they had been Redeemed from Egypt.

C. The Song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb
Rev. 15:3

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 

Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; 

just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.
1. This is the last Song Recorded in the Bible.

2. It will be the last Singing before the Retribution of the Vial Judgments upon earth.
Rev. 15:5-16:21

3. Moses’ Song of Redemption on Earth would give place to the Lamb’s Song in Heaven.

D.  The New Song
Rev.  5:9, 10

They sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
1. Cf. the Song of the Lamb: they sing the song of Moses…and the song of the Lamb.
cf. 15:3

2. This is the new Song of the Lamb: they sung a new song.
5:8-10

The four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb… 
5:8
a. Saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 


for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, 


and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: 


and we shall reign on the earth.
5:9
b. Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power,


 and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.
5:12
c. Saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him


 that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
5:13

Note: Saying is Singing, NIV
d. And the four beasts Said, Amen. 


And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.
5:14
As we Remember the Lord, the Lamb of God today, may we also in anticipation of that day

Sing the New Song of the Lamb, saying: Worthy is the Lamb for He was slain for us.

Let us all with the Hosts of Heaven above say, Amen and fall down and worship Him.

Long as we live, and should we die,

 And while in heaven with Him we reign,

This song our song of songs shall be: 

“Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain!”
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 273

1. It is ironical that today while songs and singing are part and parcel of Christian worship and living down the ages, they also raise a lot of controversies with respect to the lyrics, the way they are sung and the musical instruments that accompany them.
The Scriptures have exhorted the saints of old to…

Sing unto Him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.
Psa. 33:3

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice,
 and sing praise.  Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, 
and the voice of a psalm.
Psa. 98:4f 
The emphasis here is to praise the Lord and sing aloud unto Him with a joyful noise accompanied by musical instruments played skillfully and loudly to add joy to the loud and lively singing which is the main feature of a worship service.
On the other hand, there are those who advocate singing with understanding, thoughtfully paying attention to the words sung without even musical instruments to distract their thoughts or perhaps, if allowed, just a piano or some other musical accompaniment that plays soft music. 

What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also:
 I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.
I Cor.  14:15

The emphasis here is understanding and reverence which should characterize a remembrance service as at the Lord’s Supper. 

Also the lyrics of one should be didactic, doctrinally correct and reverential, whereas the lyrics of the other are more informal and lively to reflect the joy in such singing.

The ultimate singing of the new song with its emphasis on Worthy is the Lamb that was slain is recorded for us in Rev. 5: 9-14 as follows:

9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

10  And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

11  And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;

12  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

13  And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

14  And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.

When you appear before the Lord with singing, what is your attitude?   REFLECT.
2. In our Christian walk, we are exhorted to sing when the days are bright, sing in the darkest night every day, all the way, just to sing, sing sing.  Do you have a song to sing for every circumstance?  To do so, you need to know many hymns and choruses.  Have you a song for every circumstance that you go through in life? Can you sing this week?

                    REFLECT.
