​​R307 Rumination for December 26, 2010 – a Christmas Rumination
The Theme: 
The Song In The Night
The Text: 
I call to remembrance my song in the night: 

Psa. 77:6
The Thots:

Introduction: What is the Significance of a Song in the Night?

A Song expresses Happiness, Hope and a Heart of Joy.


Night points to Despair, Distress, Darkness

A Song in the Night signifies Hope amidst Despair.

A. It was Night when Jesus was Born.

1. The Night:
Lk. 2:8
There were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

a. It was the Night of the Shepherds

Was this Pre-figuring the coming good Shepherd  [Who] giveth His life for the sheep?
Jn. 10:11

b. It was the Night of the Sheep’s Sin because all we like sheep have gone astray. 
Isa. 53:6
2. The Song:

a. The Saviour was born: For unto you is born this day…a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
Lk. 2:10, 11
b. The Song:
Lk. 2:13, 14
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.


B. It was Night when Jesus was Betrayed.
Jn. 13:30
1. The Night.
a. Consider Judas, having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night.
b. Judas then Slid into the night to Bargain with the Priests and to Betray Jesus.
Mt. 26:14-16
2. The Song – And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
Mt. 26:30-31

a. Probably the second Portion of the Hallel.
Psa. 115-118
b. Jesus was not keeping the Passover – He went out!

Ct. and none of you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning.
Exo. 12:22
c. He was the Passover! – Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
I Cor. 5:7
C. It was Night when Jesus Bore our sins on the Cross.
Mt. 26:31

Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of Me this night: 


for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 

1. The Night:

a. The Smiting of the Shepherd.
Zech. 13:7; Isa. 53:4; Mt. 26:67; 27:30
 Awake, O sword, against My shepherd…smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered:
b. The Scattering of the Sheep:
Zech. 13:7 cf. Mt. 26:56
All this was done, that the scriptures… might be fulfilled.  Cf. Then all the disciples forsook Him, and fled.
c. The Shepherd gave His life for the Sheep.
i. The Sun Darkened.

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.
Mt. 27:45, 46

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
that is to say, My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?

ii. 
The Saviour Died
Lk. 23:44-46

And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit: 
and having said thus, He gave up the ghost. 

2. The Song:

a. The Temple Veil Ripped open…Rent in twain from the top to the bottom
Mt. 27:51
b. The Graves opened and the dead Risen - and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;

And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose.
c. On the first day of the week Jesus Resurrected.
Mt. 28:1-6
d. The Song of victory over the Sting of Sin and the Grave Raised!

I Cor. 15:54-57
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

D. But there will be No Night when Jesus gathers His own to Be with Him.
Rev. 22:5, 6 
1. There shall be no night there… These sayings are faithful and true:
and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: 
2. There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain. 
21:3-5
And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.
There’ll be no dark valley when Jesus comes… 
There’ll be no more sorrow when Jesus comes…
There’ll be no more weeping when Jesus comes…
There’ll be songs of greeting when Jesus comes…

To gather His loved ones home.
Will​iam O. Cush​ing
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1. How did you “celebrate” Christmas yesterday?

Pertinently, did you at any time pay a thought to the historical fact that Jesus was born one specific day in one particular year many years ago? Never mind the actual date, but just to remember and perhaps breathe a word of thanks to God for giving His Son to be the Saviour of the world. It is just a thought, a grateful “Thank You” at a time when the non-Christian world, including some who call themselves Christians, celebrated the day with fun and frolic, Santa Claus and Santarinas, Christmas trees and Yule logs, etc. wishing every one they met a Merry Christmas without even paying a thought to Jesus Who gave substance to the name of the day.
Amid all this on the outside, did you pay a thought to the Birth of Christ as God’s Gift to Mankind to save them, you and me and all others, from the penalty of sin? 
Just a thought that’s all that is asked. 
But if you took the opportunity to attend a Christmas Thanksgiving Service where the Birth of Jesus and His mission to this earth was brought clearly before the minds of all, then it is good. 
So did you think of Jesus or even pay a thought of Him yesterday? 
And what was your response as you thought of Him?
REFLECT.

2. When Jesus was born, an angel announced His birth thus:
Lk. 2:10, 11
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

Note that for the people of the world His birth would bring much joy to them if they received Him.
For Jesus Who was sent into the world, His mission was described thus:

The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give His life a ransom for many.
Mk 10:45

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.
Jn. 10:11

Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, 
that I might take it again.
Jn. 10:17

No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.
Jn. 10:18

Note that for Jesus, His joy could only come after He had gone to the cross.
Heb. 12:2

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Often at Christmas time, many will remember only His birth and the joy that accompanied it and would stop there. Few would go from Cradle to the Cross; yet that precisely was the purpose of His birth – to endure the cross. For it would only be after the Cross that He would have the Joy of wearing the Crown.

As you celebrated Christmas yesterday, did you also think of the Cross that He had to endure in order that you might have the Joy of knowing your sins forgiven?

REFLECT
Note: You can listen to the Christmas message on A Song In The Night


if you visit www.berita-bethel-ung.com
