​​R306 Rumination for December 19, 201
The Theme: 
He Shall Be Born and He Shall Grow Up
The Text: 
For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: 


he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, 

there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Isa. 53:2

The Thots:
Introduction: Isa. 53 is a Messianic Psalm pointing to the coming of the Messiah. “He” refers to the Messiah.
A. He shall grow up before him…


Isa. 53:2a
1. as a tender plant


Isa. 53:2b
a. As a Plant is of the earth, so the Messiah came from heaven to earth.



Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: He appeared in a body.
I Tim. 3:16, NIV
[He] took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

Phil. 2:7

b. When a plant is tender it is Pleasing so He grew up in His tender years pleasing (in favour with)…    

i. God - lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 3:17

Cf. the Father hath not left Me alone; for I do always those things that please Him.
Jn. 8:29
ii. Men - Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.

Lk. 2:52

2. as a root out of a dry ground
Isa. 53:2c
a. In the Root is the Potential of what a Plant can be – to bear fruits.

Isa. 11:1, NIV

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
b. This Root in the ground is not Visible so is His glory Veiled except to those who are His.
Jn. 1:14

The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
c. This Root grows out of the dry ground so He grew up in the “Wilderness of being away from the public eye” in Preparation for His Public ministry at the age of thirty.

i. After His baptism, Jesus was Tested 40 days in the wilderness before He Taught publicly.
Mt. 4:1, 2

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He was afterward an hungered.

ii. Cf. Moses was in the wilderness for 40 years before he Stepped out to Save Israel.
Acts 7:30

When forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sinai 
an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.

B. He hath no form nor comeliness.


Isa, 53:2d

Cf. As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, 

and his form more than the sons of men:

Isa. 52:14
1. He was not born a Monarch but in a Manger because there was even no room in the inn!
Lk. 2:7

She brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

2. He did not live in Palaces; He had no Pillow even to Place His head.
Lk. 9:58

Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

C. And when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Isa. 53:2e
1.  His own Whom He Created Refused to Receive Him.

Jn. 1:10, 11
Cf. He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not.


He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.


2. His own whom He Chose Rejected Him – they preferred a Robber.

Cf. Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.  Jn. 18:40

Cf. But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them.

Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
Jn. 19:15

3. Jesus was just a Mere carpenter looked down by other Men.
Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda,


and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.
Mk. 6:3

4. Jesus was the Man from that Mean city of Nazareth:

He came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 

was spoken by the prophets. He shall be called a Nazarene. 
Mt. 2:23
Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?
Jn. 1:46
 “Who is this Nazarene?” Pharisees say; “Is He the Christ? Tell us plainly, we pray.”
Multitudes follow Him seeking a sign, Show them His mighty works—where are the nine?
Where are the nine? Where are the nine? Were there not ten cleansed? Where are the nine?
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1. It is just one week away when almost the whole world at large will celebrate Christmas in their own ways. To some, Christmas connotes the joy of giving, where Santa Clause plays a very important role in their joviality. To them, especially the children, it is a time of receiving gifts, toys, and decorating the Christmas tree. To parents, it is a busy time of cleaning up the house, purchasing Christmas decorations and decorating their homes with them.  To others yet, it is a time of revelry, drinking, holidaying and amusing themselves in various ways – it is a time of fun and frolic.  
Christians are also caught up in many of the above-mentioned activities where in most cases the CHRIST of Christmas is left out and the CLAUSE of X-mas is substituted.  
It is more of a Holiday than a Holy day.

It is once again the re-enacting of Isaiah’s prophecy: 

For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: 

he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Isa. 53:2

The world (and alas some Christians too) in name seek to celebrate Christmas but when they are reminded of Him He holds no beauty and attraction for them that they should desire Him; they, thus, X Him out of their lives. Instead of rejoicing in the Birth of the Christ, it is Xmas that they are celebrating – a Christmas where Christ is X-ed out and Santa Claus substituted in His place. Instead of the Cross for us to remember Him Who bore our sins on His shoulders on the tree, it is the Christmas tree with decorative lights on it and presents hanging from its branches. Instead of commemorating the Greatest Gift God ever gave to the world which cost Him His Son to the extent that He had to forsake His own Son on the cross because of our burden of sins He bore on our behalf, they give each other presents and enjoy a time of festivities to make the season a Merry Christmas to all! What will CHRISTmas mean to you when it dawns on you next Saturday? 
REFLECT.

2. What will your reaction and response be when you see Jesus – 
REFLECT.
a. The lord of the vineyard expected his servants to revere his son when they saw him.
Then said the lord of the vineyard, What shall I do? I will send my beloved son: 
it may be they will reverence him when they see him.
Instead, they cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
Lk. 20:13. 15

b. Herod wanted to see Jesus to satisfy his curiosity:
Lk. 23:8

When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see Him. From what he had heard about Him, he hoped to see Him perform some miracle.
c. When His own see Him they will be like Him:
I Jn. 3:2

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 

but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; 

for we shall see Him as he is.


My wife and I take this opportunity and occasion to wish all our prayer-partners 

A Meaningful and Joyous Christmas

And A Blessed and Bountiful New Year
