R303 Rumination for November 28, 2010

The Theme: 
he hath (2)… borne our griefs.
The Text: 
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: 

yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
Isa. 53:4
The Thots:

A. HE HATH… borne our Griefs

Isa. 53:4
1. Surely he hath borne our griefs.
Isa. 53:4a

Cf. Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases.
NRSV, NIV

Lit., surely they were our griefs which he bore
a. His sufferings were Vicarious – our griefs (or infirmities), not His (emphasised as above).

b. His sufferings were Voluntary – thus His humiliation and humility.
Isa. 53:2, 3

c. He suffered because of our Vices – “griefs”, “infirmities”; “diseases”.


Heb. choliy = malady, anxiety, calamity -- disease, grief, sick (-ness)
Strong

The griefs in the context of Isa. 53 are our sins – our spiritual infirmities and sicknesses as...


i. He Carried our griefs, i.e. He bore our sins.
Isa. 53:4 cf. v.12

Surely he hath borne (Heb. nasa) our griefs… Cp. and he bare (Heb. nasa) the sin of many
Thus, the griefs He Carried on the Cross were our Sins, not physical Sicknesses!
ii. Compare the “sins” mentioned in the Context of Isa. 53.


· Transgressions, transgression (vv. 5, 8); Iniquity and iniquities (vv. 5, 6, 11);  Sin (v. 12)
2. And carried our sorrows.
Isa. 53:4b
Carried – Heb. cabal, from a root = to carry -- bear, be a burden, carry…
Strong

As they bear (nasa) him upon the shoulder, they carry (cabal) him, and set him in his place. 
Isa. 46:7
a. Jesus was a Man of Sorrows and He Bore our Sins as a Burden upon Himself.
Cf. Isa. 53:3
He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.
b. Even as He was Sorrowful and very heavy with our load of Sin in Gethsemane… 
Mt. 26:37

c. ...As He prepared to Bear our Sins on His own Shoulders on the tree.
I Pet. 2:24
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
3. Yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
Isa. 53::4c
a. The Lord Smote His Shepherd with His Sword.
Zech. 13:7
Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts:
b. He was also Smitten of men and afflicted!
Mt. 26:67; 27:30
Then did they spit in His face, and buffeted Him; and others smote Him with the palms 
of their hands. And they spit upon Him, and took the reed, and smote Him on the head.
B. HE HATH… put him to grief.
Isa 53:10 
1. The Pleasure: Yet it pleased the LORD (Cf. Yet it was the will of the LORD)
Isa. 53:10a (NRSV)
a. He Came to do God’s Will - Then said I, Lo, I come… to do Thy will, O God.
Heb. 10:7
b. He Concluded His life doing His Father’s Will – Father…not My will, but Thine, be done. Lk. 22:42
2. The Punishment: to bruise him; he hath put him to grief (Cf. to crush him with pain.) Isa. 53:10b (NRSV)
bruise (Heb. daka') from  root = to crumble; trans. to bruise (lit. or fig.):--
beat to pieces, break (in pieces), bruise, contrite, crush, destroy, humble, oppress, smite.
a. Consider the great pain Jesus suffered as He was Crushed by the Father Himself.
b. The greatest pain was when He was Forsaken by the Father!
Mt. 27:46
My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
3. The Purpose: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin
Isa. 53:10c
God hath made Him to be sin (a sin offering) for us, Who knew no sin.
II Cor. 5:21a

4. The Products: that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
II Cor. 5:21b
a. he shall see his seed,
Isa. 53:10d
If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.
Gal. 3:29
b. he shall prolong his days
Isa. 53:10d
Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible 

that He should be holden of it… Because Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, 
neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.
Acts 2:24, 27
c. and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.
Isa. 53:10e

when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;.  Heb. 1:3b
The Servant Voluntarily and Vicariously took upon Himself our Vices

bearing our Griefs (Sorrows) and  Sins, Suffering for us and being Stricken by the Lord.
Today, having been Victorious over death, He is now Seated on the right hand of His Majesty on High.

Let us Appreciate and Adore Him as we remember Him in the breaking of the bread and in the drinking of the cup.

Thou the shame, the grief, hast known, Though the sins were not Thine own;

Thou hast deigned their load to bear; Jesus, Son of Mary, hear! 
Henry Milman
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1. Surely he hath borne our griefs.
Isa. 53:4a
The text above can also be translated “Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases” as in the NRSV and NIV, etc.  

Literally it can be translated as “surely they were our griefs which he bore”.

The text is quoted in Mt. 8:16, 17 as follows:

When the even was come, they brought unto Him many that were possessed with devils: and He cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick:

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.
Because of the text’s association with Isa. 53:4, some people interpreted the text to mean that when Jesus died on the cross He bore our griefs (infirmities and diseases, NRSV, NIV)  implying therefore that sicknesses and diseases were included in the burden that Jesus bore in His atonement for our sins on the cross. If that be the case, just as our sins are forgiven in His death, our diseases and infirmities are included as well.

Do you agree? Did Jesus promise healing to all our physical diseases and infirmities of the flesh when He died to atone for our sins?  Consider the context of Mt. 8:16, 17 above. 

Or do diseases and infirmities have a role to play (when we fall sick and are infirmed) in the development of our Christian life? 
Cf. II Cor. 12:7-10

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.

8  For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

9  And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

10  Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
REFLECT.
2. Are Christians free from sufferings? Are they expected to be healthy, strong and free from sicknesses in life? And is sickness a sign of sin in one’s life?
Consider the above text in II Cor. 12:7-10 and the following below:

Phil. 2:25-27, NIV

But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs.

For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him.

I Tim. 5:23, NIV.  Writing to Timothy, Paul advised him…
Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses.
2 Tim 4: 20. Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick. 
Paul had to leave Trophimus sick at Miletum! He could have healed him or claimed Isa. 53:4.

Thus, Paul, Epaphroditus, Timothy, Erastus (and others as well, e.g. Job) suffered from infirmities, illnesses, etc. Were they being punished by God for any wrongs they had done? If not, why did they suffer?
REFLECT
