R302 Rumination for November 21, 2010

The Theme: 
he hath (1)… no form nor comeliness
The Text: 
For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: 


he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, 

there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Isa. 53:2

The Thots:


A. He shall grow up before him…


Isa. 53:2a
1. as a tender plant


Isa. 53:2b
a. As a Plant is of the earth, so the Messiah came from heaven to earth.


Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: He appeared in a body.
I Tim. 3:16, NIV
Took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

Phil. 2:7

b. When a plant is tender it is Pleasing so He grew up in His tender years pleasing (in favour with)…    
i. God - lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 3:17

Cf. the Father hath not left Me alone; for I do always those things that please Him.
Jn. 8:29
ii. Men - Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.

Lk. 2:52

2. as a root out of a dry ground
Isa. 53:2c
a. In the Root is the Potential of what a Plant can be – to bear fruits.

Isa. 11:1, NIV
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
b. This Root in the ground is not Visible so is His glory Veiled except to those who are His.
Jn. 1:14

The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
c. This Root grows out of the dry ground so He grew up in the “Wilderness of being away 
from the public eye” in Preparation for His Public ministry at the age of thirty.

After His baptism, Jesus was Tested 40 days in the wilderness before He Taught publicly.
Mt. 4:1, 2


Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.


And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He was afterward an hungered.

B. He hath no form nor comeliness.


Isa. 53:2d
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him.
NIV
1. He was not born a Monarch but in a Manger because there was no room in the inn!
Lk. 2:7
She brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 

and laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
2. He did not live in Palaces; He had no Pillow even to Place His head.
Lk. 9:58
Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

C. And when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 

Isa. 53:2e
1. Jesus was just a Mere carpenter looked down by other Men.
Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda,


and Simon? and are not His sisters here with us? And they were offended at Him.
Mk. 6:3

2. Jesus was the Man from that Mean city of Nazareth:

He came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 

was spoken by the prophets. He shall be called a Nazarene. 
Mt. 2:23
Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?
Jn. 1:46

3. His own Whom He Created Refused even to Receive Him.
Jn. 1:10, 11
He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not.

He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.
4. His own whom He Chose also Rejected Him – they preferred a Robber.

a. Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.  
Jn. 18:40

b. But they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them.

Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
Jn. 19:15
D. What is our Response and Reaction when we see Him?
1. Will we Revere Him?
LK. 20:13
Then said the lord…I will send my beloved son: it may be they will reverence him when they see him.

2. Will we Rejoice as we are going to be like Him?
I Jn. 3:2

We know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.

3. In the meanwhile, let us Remember Him and show the Lord's death till He come.
I Cor. 11:26
Trying to walk in the steps of the Savior, Upward, still upward, we follow our Guide;
When we shall see Him, “the King in His beauty,” Happy, how happy, our place at His side.
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1. The Lord grew up as a Root out of a dry ground.
In His early years, the Lord practically grew up unseen by and unknown before the public eye. 

After having been circumcised at eight days old in the temple, He was hidden from view.
Lk. 2:21

When eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the Child, His name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 

Then at twelve years old, He reappeared on the public scene, again in the temple.
Lk. 2:42-46
When He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.

And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it… And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.


But throughout His growing years when He was hidden from public view…


Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.

Lk. 2:52

And it was when Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age…

Lk. 3:23

…that He was baptized after which He was led to the wilderness 
where He prepared Himself for public ministry.  
Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.


And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He was afterward an hungered.
Mt. 4:1, 2


After His Wilderness preparation, then only did the Lord step out into public ministry.
Consider the following who also grew up as a root out of a dry ground 

before they sprung up as tender plants to bear fruits unto the Lord:

a. Moses was in the wilderness for 40 years before he Stepped out to Save Israel.
Acts 7:30

When forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sinai 

an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.

b. Israel Wandered in the Wilderness for 40 years to be Rid of the Rebels

Before the nation could cross into the Promised Land.
Acts 7:42

O ye house of Israel, have ye offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space 

of forty years in the wilderness?

c. Paul Absented himself from public view and went to the wilderness of Arabia 
to be prepared by God for the ministry He had called him unto.
Gal. 1:15-18, NIV
But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not consult any man,

nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter and stayed with him fifteen days.
Have you had your Wilderness preparation as you seek to serve God?
REFLECT
2. Note that in Paul’s preparation for ministry (see #1c above), He spent three years alone with God in the wilderness of Arabia to learn from Him concerning His Son, Jesus Christ Who would be the Subject and Theme of His preaching (“For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified”, I Cor. 2:2). He did not consult any man, nor did he go to Jerusalem to learn from the apostles but he went into Arabia to be alone with God and to learn from Him. It was only after this wilderness experience of preparation that later he met up with Peter and worked with him in the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ as recorded in Acts.
What can you learn from this wilderness episode in the life of Paul?
REFLECT
