R301 Rumination for November 14, 2010

The Theme: 
The Lord’s Riches
The Text: 
For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, 

yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.
II Cor. 8:9
The Thots:


Intro. What are the Riches of God and our Lord?
A. God/The Lord was Rich…



II Cor. 8:9a, b
1. In Grace – the riches of His Grace.  
Eph. 1:7
a. God gives us Grace to Save us.
Eph. 1:7
It is by Grace, that we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.
Eph. 2:8

b. The God of all Grace gives us Grace to Stablish, Strengthen, Settle us.
I Pet. 5:10
c. And He gives us Sufficient Grace to meet our needs and for us to abound in Good works.
i. Paul besought the Lord thrice, that He might remove a thorn in the flesh, 

II Cor. 12:7-9

and the Lord replied, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness.
ii. God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency 
in all things, may abound to every good work.
II Cor. 9:8
2. In Goodness –  the riches of His Goodness
Rom. 2:4
a. We are not to despise God’s Goodness in not judging us immediately for our sin – 
Rom. 2:4

Despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; 
not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?
b. Because God is Good; He is forbearing and longsuffering:
Rom. 3:25
i. Through the forbearance of God, He hath set forth [the Lord Jesus Christ. 5:24] 

to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past.

ii. Through the Lord’s longsuffering He has made it possible for all to repent and be saved:  II Pet. 3:9
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

3. In Glory –His riches in Glory.
Phil. 4:19
a. By His Riches in Glory, He Supplies all our needs.
Phil. 4:19
My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

b. By His Riches in Glory He Strengthens the inner man by His Spirit.

Eph. 3:16
That he would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with might by his Spirit in the inner man;

c. He makes known the Riches of His glory in advance to all Sinners Saved by His grace.
Rom. 9:23, 24, NIV
What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom He prepared in advance for glory-- even us, whom He also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?
B. But He Became Poor


II Cor. 8:9c
1. He emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
Phil 2:7, 8, NRSV

And being found in human form, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death—
2. The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head.

Mt. 8:20
C. That We might Be Rich


II Cor. 8:9d
1. Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us:
 I Cor. 4:8

2. We are now the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints  –
Eph. 1:18, NIV
I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know 
the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints.
3. In Whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according 
Eph. 1:12
to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will: 
That we should be to the praise of His glory, who first trusted in Christ. 
Now that we are Rich in Him, let us not forget to Remember and worship Him who was Rich
but became poor that we, through His poverty, might become Rich.
My Father is rich in houses and lands, He holdeth the wealth of the world in His hands!
Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold, His coffers are full, He has riches untold.


Refrain: I’m a child of the King, A child of the King: With Jesus my Saviour, I’m a child of the King 

My Father’s own Son, the Saviour of men, Once wandered on earth as the poorest of them;
But now He is pleading our pardon on high, That we may be His when He comes by and by.
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1. For Your Sakes

a. For our sakes, our Lord Who was rich became poor that we might be rich.
II Cor. 8:9
b. For the sakes of the people standing by, God’s voice was heard from 

heaven after the Son had prayed to His Father. 
Jn. 12:28-30
Father, glorify Thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again. The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to Him. Jesus answered and said, 
This voice came not because of Me, but for your sakes.
This was the third time that God’s voice was heard from heaven.

The first time was when the Father spoke out loud from heaven when His Son was baptized.

Mt. 3:16, 17

Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

The voice of the Father was again heard the second time when His Son was transfigured before the very eyes of His disciples:
Mt. 17:5, 6

While He yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.

And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid.
c. For the sakes of His disciples, the Lord was purposely absent when Lazarus died that they might witness the miracle He would perform in bringing Lazarus to life from the dead:

And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; 
nevertheless let us go unto Him.
Jn. 11:15
For our sakes, the Lord manifests Himself to us according to our needs.  Sometimes He uplifts us when we are down; sometimes He seems to be absent when we need Him most; and sometimes His voice thunders at us while at other times He speaks to us in a still small voice. What is important is, do we hear and obey Him? 
Let us learn to listen to Him this week.
REFLECT.

2. For His sake.
The Lord has done much for us for our sakes. Can we reciprocate in our little ways to be what He wants us to be and to obey Him for His sake? 

REFLECT on the following challenges:-
· For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, 
but also to suffer for His sake.
Phil. 1:29

· Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. 

Mt. 5:11; 10:18, 22; 24:9
· He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for My sake shall find it. 

Mt. 10:39; 16:25

· Every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive 
an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.
Mt. 19:29
