R299 Rumination for October 31, 2010

The Theme:  In time past…But Now…
The Text: 
Remember…ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh… But now in Christ Jesus…
Eph. 2:11, 13
The Thots:


Intro. 
Oft we forget what we were before, leading us to take for granted what we are today. 


Thus Paul had to Remind the Redeemed in Ephesus that from time to time they needed to Remember…
A. That in Time Past…

1. They Walked according to the Course of this World.
Eph. 2:2

What is in the world… ?

I Jn. 2:15-17

a. The lust of the flesh.

Cf. Eph. 2:3
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
b. The lust of the eyes. Cf. Achan’s sin.
Josh. 7:21
When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels 
of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them.
c. The pride of life. Cf. The king of Tyrus.
See #2 below.
2. They Were under the Control of the Prince of the Power of the Air.
Eph. 2:2

Cf. the King of Tyrus:

Eze.  28:12-17
a. He was the model of Perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
28:12b, NIV

Thou wast Perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created.

28:15a
b. He was in Eden the garden of God; every Precious stone was thy covering…

28:13

The workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was Prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.
c. He was even in the Presence of God.

28:14

Thou art the anointed cherub…thou wast upon the holy mountain of God…
d. But later he was lifted up with Pride.

28:17

Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness:

e. And he was cast out of heaven as Profane to be the Prince of the Power of the air.

28:16b, 17b


I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub…


I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.

f. Finally he will be cast down to the earth during the Great Tribulation.
Rev. 12:9
And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

3. They Walked according to their Past Position as Gentiles:
Eph. 2:11, 12
a. They were Called Uncircumcision.
b. They were without Christ.
c. They were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel.
d. They were strangers from the Covenants of promise
e. They were without Hope - having no hope.
f. They were without God in the world.
B. But Now… (Contrast #2 above)

Eph. 2:13
1. In Christ… they (Ephesian believers) and we (present believers) are…

a. …The Circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no Confidence in the flesh.
Phil. 3:3

…Circumcised with the Circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body 
of the sins of the flesh by the Circumcision of Christ:
b. …seated …with Him in the Heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.
Eph. 2:6, NIV
c. }…no more strangers and foreigners, 

d. } but fellow-Citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.
Eph. 2:19

e. ye are called in one hope of your calling.
Eph. 4:4
f. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,
Eph. 2:4, 5
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Eph. 2:9
2. In Christ…we are no more Jews (those near) nor Gentiles (those afar off). 
Eph. 2:13-18;  cf. I Cor. 12:13
a. We now both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
Eph. 2:18

b. We are now fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;
Eph. 2:19b
c. And are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
Eph. 2:22

Now let us not merely Remember the time Past but also Remember Him Who made all this possible. Lk. 22:19, 20
And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me. Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;

Was blind, but now I see.
John Newton


REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.

R299

1. John Newton wrote his famous hymn below which is loved and sung by many generations of people through the years. It was the expression of His sad and tragic experiences in time past and his later relationship with His Lord after He had encountered Christ. 
A marble plaque at St. Mary Woolnoth carried this epitaph which Newton himself wrote:

	JOHN NEWTON, Clerk
Once an infidel and libertine
A servant of slaves in Africa,
Was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour
JESUS CHRIST,
restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach
the Gospel which he had long laboured to destroy.
He ministered,
Near sixteen years in Olney, in Bucks,
And twenty-eight years in this Church.


What will your epitaph be when you are taken to be with the Lord?
REFLECT.

2. And the following is a write-up of his brief biography extracted from:

http://nethymnal.org/bio/n/e/w/newton_j.htm
	Born: July 24, 1725, Lon don, Eng land.
Died: December 21, 1807, Lon don, Eng land.
Buried: Originally at St. Mary Woolnoth Church, Lombard Street, London. In 1893, New ton and his wife Mary were re interred in the south east corner of the grave yard at St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church, Olney.

Pseudonym: Omicron.


Newton’s mother died when he was seven years old. At age 11, with but two years schooling and only a rudimentary know ledge of Latin, John went to sea with his father. His life at sea was filled with wonderful escapes, vivid dreams, and a sailor’s recklessness. He grew into a godless and abandoned man. He was once flogged as a deserter from the navy, and for 15 months lived, half starved and ill treated, as a slave in Africa.

A chance reading of Thomas à Kempis sowed the seed of his conversion. It was accelerated by a night spent steering a water logged ship in the face of apparent death. He was then 23 years old. Over the next six years, during which he commanded a slave ship, his faith matured. He spent the next nine years mostly in Liver pool, studying Hebrew and Greek and mingling with Whitefield, Wesley, and the Nonconformists. He was eventually ordained, and became curate at Olney, Buckinghamshire, in 1764. It was at Olney that he formed a lifelong friend ship with William Cowper, and produced the Olney Hymns.
Here is Newton’s classic hymn, Amazing Grace produced wholly for you to sing it all over again and to meditate on the thoughts expressed in it. Can you identify yourself in some way with the hymn? 
If so, what is your response and how will you conduct yourself this week?  
REFLECT.

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but now I see
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come;
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures;
He will my Shield and Portion be, As long as life endures.

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, And mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess, within the veil, A life of joy and peace.

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, The sun forbear to shine;
But God, who called me here below, Will be forever mine.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun.
