R297_Rumination for October 17, 2010

The Theme: 
What Priced Jesus?
The Text: 
Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly.
Jn. 12:3
The Thots:


Intro. 
What priced Jesus? What would you give for Jesus?

A. For Mary, Jesus was worth a Pound of ointment of spikenard.

1. The Perfume (ointment) of Spikenard.

a. It was a Pound of costly perfume made of pure nard.
NRSV

b. It was a Pint of pure nard.
NIV

An expensive fragrance derived from the roots of the herb nardostachys jatamansi. Holman B. Dict.
i. The Shulamite woman used it to approach the king.
Songs 1:12

While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.
ii. Her Spouse used it to describe her person:
Songs 4:12-14

A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse …thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, 
with pleasant fruits…with spikenard, spikenard and saffron…with all the chief spices:

iii. At Simon’s house, a woman used it to pour it on Jesus’ head.
Mk. 14:3

Being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on His head.

iv. Mary, Sister of Martha, anointed the feet of Jesus with it at Lazarus’ home.
Jn. 12:3

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 
and wiped His feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.
2. The Price of the Spikenard – no price was attached to it.
Jn. 12:3
Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly
a. Mary at Lazarus’ home did not name a Price, except that it was costly.
expensive, NIV
Gk. Polutimos, = extremely valuable:--very costly, of great price.
Strong
b. The woman at Simon’s home did not name the price except that it was Precious.
Mk. 14:3

Gk. Poluteles = extremely expensive:--costly, very precious, of great price.
Strong
c. The Price was of Personal evaluation.

i. To Mary it was Costly – it Could have Cost her her savings.
Cf. Mk. 12:43, 44

Whether it cost her two mites, two pence, or two shekels or whatever,


it could have cost her all that she had; 

cf. the widow’s two mites of whom the Lord said: Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: For all they did cast in of their abundance; 

but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.
ii. To the Woman in Simon’s house, it was Expensive; she could have used all her Earnings to purchase it.

iii. To Judas, it was worth three hundred Pence which could have been given to the Poor!
Jn. 12:4-6
Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?

This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, 
and bare what was put therein.
B. For Judas, Jesus was worth thirty Pieces of silver.
1. Jesus was not even worth Three hundred pence – the amount should be given to the poor!
a. A Penny was the regular wage for a day.

When he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard.
Mt. 20:2

After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
NRSV
b. Certainly Judas would not work for three hundred days and give his whole wage to the Lord!
2. Jesus was worth only Thirty pieces of silver.
Mt. 26:15, 16

Judas said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto you? 
And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 
[A piece of silver was estimated to be the equivalent of 40 pence – very much less than the 300 for the alabaster box of ointment.]
a. It was the compensation price of a Slave gored to death by the owner’s ox. 
Exo. 21:32

If the ox gores a male or female slave, the owner shall pay to the slaveowner 
thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.
b. It was the Price of a Stranger’s burial ground!
Mt. 27:3-8

Judas, which had betrayed Him…brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders…
he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.

And the chief priests took the silver pieces…and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in. 
C. For Mary, the box of Perfume…
1. Anticipated the death and burial of her Lord – against the day of my burying hath she kept this.    Jn. 12:7
2. The Fragrance of the perfume Filled the house – the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  12:3
3. What is the cost of your box of ointment as you break it today in remembrance of the Lord? 
What price you Jesus this day?

I am redeemed, but not with silver, I am bought, but not with gold;

Bought with a price, the blood of Jesus, Precious price of love untold. 
James M. Gray
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 297
1. I’d Rather Have Jesus is a song written by Rhea F. Miller with the tune written by George Beverly Shea. This poem, written in 1922, was left on a piano in the Shea home by Bev Shea who wanted her son to find it and change the course of his life. 

The words, I’d rather have Jesus, moved George so much and spoke to him about his own aims and ambitions in life. He sat down at the piano and began singing them with a tune that seemed to fit the words. Shea’s mom heard him singing it and asked him to sing it at church the next day.
Extracted from http://www.allaboutgod.com/id-rather-have-jesus.htm
I’d Rather Have Jesus – The Lyrics
I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold;
I’d rather be His than have riches untold;
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands, 
I’d rather be led by His nail pierced hand.

Than to be a king of a vast domain
Or be held in sin’s dread sway,
I’d rather have Jesus than anything
This world affords today.

I’d rather have Jesus than men’s applause;
I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause;
I’d rather have Jesus than world-wide fame,
I’d rather be true to His holy name.

He’s fairer than lilies of rarest bloom;
He’s sweeter than honey from out of the comb;
He’s all that my hungering spirit needs,
I’d rather have Jesus and let Him lead.

George was prepared to change his life and pay the price to follow Jesus. 

Mary paid the price of a box of spikenard to show her devotion to Jesus.

Jesus was only worth 30 pieces of silver to Judas.

How much is Jesus worth to you today and for the rest of your life?
REFLECT
2. Jesus asked Peter and the disciples almost the same question as the one posed in our meditation:  What think ye of Christ? 
Mt. 22:42-45

a. The disciples opined that He was just an ordinary Jew and Jesus countered back:

He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?
Mt. 16:13b-16
They say unto Him, The son of David.

He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call Him Lord, saying,

The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on My right hand, till I make thine enemies Thy footstool? If David then call Him Lord, how is He His son?

b. And they said, Some say That thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.
c. And Peter responded: Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
In spite of such a great confession, Peter later denied his Lord three times as He had predicted earlier.

To restore Peter, Jesus had to take him aside after his fishing trip at the Sea of Tiberias, and asked him personally, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these?
Jn. 21:15-17

Can you hear Him asking you the same question this week?

 Only you will know what “these” are in your life.
REFLECT.


