R296_Rumination for October 10, 2010

The Theme: 
Impossible For Men; impossible for God!
The Text: 
With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.
Mt. 19:26
The Thots:


Intro. 
God is Omnipresent, Omniscient and Omnipotent – He is always present, all-knowing and all-powerful.


All things are possible unto Him; there is nothing impossible for Him to perform. Is this always the case?

A. Things which are Impossible to men, but possible with God.
1. A Virgin giving birth to a child.

a. The Angel’s Announcement:
Lk. 1:30, 31

The angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: … behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb,
and bring forth a Son, and shalt call His name JESUS.

b. Mary’s Anxiety and Alarm: …How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?
1:34
c. The Angel’s Assurance: With God nothing shall be impossible.

1:37
2. A Very rich man being saved
a. Jesus’ Clear statement: It is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.
Lk. 18:25 
b. Jesus’ Confused listeners then asked: Who then can be saved?


 18:26
c. Jesus Clarified: The things which are impossible with men are possible with God. 
18:27 cf. Mt. 19:26
B. Things which are Impossible with God!
1. Impossible to please God without Faith.

a. But without faith it is impossible to please Him…
Heb. 11:6a
b. He that cometh to God must believe that He is…

11:6b
c. And that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him

11:6c
2. Impossible to please God with animal sacrifices and offerings.


a. In Burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast had no pleasure.
Heb. 10:6
b. For it is not possible that the Blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
10:4
c. Therefore, Jesus voluntarily offered Himself to be the sacrifice:
10:7
Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the Book it is written of Me,) to do Thy will, O God.
3. Impossible for God to spare Jesus from drinking the cup.

a. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed:
Mt. 26:39

O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt
b. This was not possible, so Jesus Got to drink the cup and be the sacrifice for sin on the cross.
c. Thus God spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all.
Rom. 8:32

i. He was led to be Crucified at Cavalry and there He died on the Cross.
Lk. 23:33

When they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified Him,


ii. Thus our Lord died and was Laid in the grave provided by Joseph of Arimathaea. 
Jn. 19:41
Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden 
a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus
4. Impossible for Death to hold His Son back. So God raised Him up to life again!
 Acts 2:24
Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: 
because it was not possible that He should be holden of it.

With the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, God can now be pleased with His Son’s Sacrifice for Sin and is able to Save all who come to Him, believing in Him. He now offers to all the Assurance of Salvation and the Hope that is Anchored in Him within the veil.
5. This is now possible because God… by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. 
Heb. 6:18-20, NIV
Today, He has made it possible for us to remember the death, burial and resurrection of His Son in making available to us the emblems of bread and wine.  Let us remember Him thus, and worship Him for giving us this Hope and Assurance which is Anchored within the veil until He comes again.
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.
I Cor. 11:26

(1) My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly trust in Jesus’ Name.

(2) When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil.

Refrain: On Christ the solid Rock I stand, All other ground is sinking sand;

All other ground is sinking sand. 
Ed ward Mote
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.296

1.  Today I would like to introduce you to a daily devotion calendar that I used as a kid and to which I now contribute, e.g.  (Control Click to follow link below)

http://choicegleanings.gospelfolio.com/index.php?option=com_blogsidebar&task=blogsection&isbydate=1&id=0&svt_date=2010-10-02&bsb_midx=0
	While it mainly is targeted at saints in the assemblies and written mainly by believers from the assemblies,     it has a worldwide reach as well.  Here is an introductory write-up about it:
A Calendar with a Difference
Every morning as believers around the globe lift up their hearts to God to begin their day, a familiar component of that process will be the Choice Gleanings calendar.

In 1922 William J. Pell began Gospel Folio Press. Becoming exercised about producing a daily devotional calendar, Choice Gleanings was launched in 1940 and was an immediate success. Within a few years Gospel Folio Press found itself producing 40,000 calendars annually. Material for the calendars was gleaned from books, originally, but over time the calendar included more original writing than 'gleanings.' Today almost sixty writers from around the world contribute meditations to the Choice Gleanings calendar.


Attached below is a gleaning taken from 5th October which is connected to this week’s Rumination on Possible…Impossible for you to further meditate and…
REFLECT.
For your information the Choice Gleaning URL is now linked to www.berita-bethel-ung.com
	Tuesday, October 5, 2010 


	DAILY READINGS: 2 Kings 5; Jeremiah 38; Hebrews 9:15-28 

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not and it shall be given him. Jas. 1:5
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is
like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed...let not that
man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. James 1:6, 7
Did you ever read this first verse and then feel that the next verses
make it impossible? Did it make you say, “Then the promise is not
for me"? God knows that the waves cannot stop “wavering” when
the wind blows, and He has an answer! “What manner of man is this,
that even the wind and the sea obey him!” We can trust Him to deal
with our doubts as well as our lack of wisdom! —Harold Smith

“Master, we perish! Master, save!” They cried; their Master heard;
He rose, rebuked the wind and waves, and stilled them with a word.—D.A.T.


2. I learned this chorus when I was a Sunday School kid. As I surfed the Internet, to search for the lyrics of this chorus, I was pleasantly surprised to find so many others who had learned this chorus as Sunday School kids themselves. Over the years, according to the unique personal experiences of various individuals with God, some have added words to the lyrics to suit their particular circumstances and make them more meaningful to them personally. 

The chorus is:
Got any rivers you think are uncrossable 
Got any mountains you can't tunnel through 
God specializes in things thought impossible 
He does the things others cannot do.

The URL where this chorus can be located is:


http://www.namethathymn.com/hymn-lyrics-detective-forum/index.php?a=vtopic&t=876

This is its history:

My father is Oscar C. Eliason.  Dad wrote the chorus in 1929.  He was dying of TB in a Minneapolis hospital and an elderly minister came by one evening and prayer was offered. The next day be began to improve and he continued to improve to such an extent that the Doctors admitted that something out of the ordinary had happened.  As he was getting better he saw an adv. in the Minneapolis Star Tribune by a construction company that used the slogan.  He changed the words to: [See the lyrics above.]
because it spread from mouth to mouth it became altered in many interesting ways. 
The story of how the verses were written in the later years is a very interesting one and anyone interested may contact me at <vce@vcyamerica.org> 
What a joy to know that this little chorus has touched and encouraged so many lives.  God Bless you. 
Vic Eliason, Vice President, VCY America Radio Network 
800-729-9829 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              800-729-9829 
Visit this site to know more of its history and the impact this chorus has made on the lives of many.

Does this chorus mean anything to you in your peculiar circumstance today?

If not, perhaps, it may this week. Remember it then and…
REFLECT.
