R295_Rumination for October 03, 2010

The Theme: 
No more; Neither…nor…
The Text: 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. Rev. 21:4
The Thots:


Intro. 
The above promise (Rev. 21:4) has been a Beacon of hope that Beams into every suffering heart 

and a God-Given Goal for each serving saint to look forward to when nearing the portals of heaven 

ready to pass through them to eternal bliss. 

This is possible because …
A. Of the One Who has gone ahead to Prepare a Place for us – 
Jn. 14:1-3
In My Father's house are many mansions…I go to prepare a place for you. And …I will 
come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
B. Of the One Who is our Constant Companion:
Psa. 23:4
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.
C. Of the One Who Suffered on earth in order to Succour Us in heaven:
Heb. 2:18
For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted
KJV
Because He Himself was tested by what He suffered, He is able to help those who are being tested. 
NRSV
1. There will be no more tears, because Jesus had shed tears – Jesus wept…
Jn. 11:35
a. When He had to allow His Diseased friend, Lazarus to fall sick and Die.
Jn. 11:11-13
Therefore his sisters sent unto Him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick.

When Jesus heard that, He said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, 
that the Son of God might be glorified thereby… Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, 
that I may awake him out of sleep…Howbeit Jesus spake of his death.
b. When He had to allow Lazarus’ sisters and others to grieve, be Sad, and Shed tears.
Jn. 11:33, 35
When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, 
He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled…
· Jesus Wept then that God might Wipe away all tears later!
2. There will be no more death, because Jesus Himself is the Resurrection and the Life.
a. He Proved it by raising Lazarus from the dead.
Jn. 11:43, 44

He cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came forth. 
b. He Proclaimed His claim:
Jn. 11:25, 26

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.

3. There will be no more sorrow, because Jesus was…
a. A Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.
Isa. 53:3
b. Then saith He unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.
Mt. 26:38
4. There will be no more crying, because there could be no cry more bitter than His last cry:
Mt. 27:46

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken Me?
5. There will be no more pain, because He bore all possible pains that man could bear when He was on the cross.

See R241 Rumination for 20th September, 2009 - Jesus, Wounded for me

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: 

the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed. 
Isa. 53:5

Or control-click on: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/ruminations/2009/241rumination20sep2009.doc
6. For the former things are passed away
Rev. 21:4 cf. 21:1
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 
a. God is Ever there and...
Rev. 21:3-5
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, 
and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God… 
b. Christ sits Enthroned.
Rev. 21:3-5

And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 
Until that day dawns, let us eat this bread, and drink this cup, to show the Lord's death till He come. I Cor. 11:26

1. There’ll be no dark valley when Jesus comes, (x3) To gather His loved ones home.

2. There’ll be no more sorrow when Jesus comes (x3) To gather His loved ones home.

3. There’ll be no more weeping when Jesus comes (2)

But a blessèd reaping when Jesus comes To gather His loved ones home.
4. There’ll be songs of greeting when Jesus comes, (2)

And a joyful meeting when Jesus comes To gather His loved ones home. 
 Will iam O. Cushing
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R295

1. The Sunday before last Lord’s Day shocking news was received when a young local missionary serving in Kazakhstan met with an accident and was called home to be with the Lord. He was a pioneer in the mission field there and had faithfully served the Lord with his wife. They had also brought with them their young son. Since those early days two other sisters had joined them in the field and the work had prospered with the setting up of the local church there. 
Then all of a sudden this news!
Tears were shed. The pain of saying goodbye to a beloved partner, father and friend was hard to bear. The sorrow that accompanied it especially to the bereaved was heavy on the heart and mind. Death had become real. Even the future would be uncertain.

But for the departed, he is experiencing in reality what is the hope of all ages for saints whose sins had been washed away by the precious blood of Jesus and whose glorious hope was in Him and in God. Together they know, before we do, the reality of this glorious hope and what it actually means:
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
In times like these, it is our prayer and wish that this is the blessed hope and experience of the bereaved; and that they will ever rejoice in their hearts knowing that their loved one is safe in the arms of Jesus and enjoying the bliss of eternal life in God’s presence.  And that one day they too will join him in the Lord’s presence. 
Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, 

and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
Tit. 2:13, 14
How would you respond if you happen to be the bereaved? 
REFLECT.

2. God shall wipe away all tears has been interpreted by some to suggest that there will be sadness in heaven in the early stages as these departed saints look down from heaven upon earth to see that some of their loved ones (having not believed in the Lord) may not join them in heaven. At the beginning they will be like the rich man in Luke 15 concerned and worried over his unsaved brethren, making him to plead with Abraham: I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him [Lazarus] to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. (Lk. 16:27, 28)
Whether you agree to this interpretation or not at this point of time, it matters not for the moment. What matters is are you concerned with your “brethren” who still know not 
the Lord while you are still in a position to testify to them?
REFLECT
