R292 Rumination for September 12, 2010

The Theme: 
Behold the Man!

The Text:  
Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. 

And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!

Jn. 19:5
The Thots:


· Behold the Man refers to the Man Who was Rejected.
Jn. 19:5, 6

When the chief priests…and officers saw Him, they cried out…Crucify Him, crucify Him.
· Behold the Man refers to the same Man who is coming again to Reign.
Zech. 6:12, 13
He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon His throne;

· The Man Who was Rejected will come one day to Reign in Righteousness.
See #B.1
A. “Behold the Man!” as Announced by Pilate – This Man was Rejected.
Jn. 19:5

Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe.

And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the Man!
1. The Man was God Manifested in the Flesh.
I Tim. 3:16

Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh.
a. To Display His Glory through Christ, the Word.
Jn. 1:14
The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

b. To Demonstrate His Love for Man.
Rom. 5:8, NIV
God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

2. The Man was Christ Made of a Woman.
Phil. 2:6-8, NIV
Christ Jesus…in very nature God…made Himself nothing…being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death.
3. The Man was Jesus Made a little lower than the angels like all men.
Heb. 2:9
We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death,
Cf. What is man, that… Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels.
Psa. 8:4, 5

a. He became Man for God to Reconcile man to God.
II Cor. 5:19

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

b. He became Man to Redeem Man from his Bondage to sin with His own precious Blood.
I Pet. 1:18, 19

Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…but with the precious blood of Christ, 
c. Yet this Man was Rejected by those He came to save.
Jn. 1:11
He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.
d. But to those who Receive this Man, He would give them the right to become children of God. Jn. 1:12, NIV
B. “Behold the Man!” as Acclaimed in Prophecy – This Man will Reign.
Zech. 6:12

Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: 
…behold, I will bring forth My servant the BRANCH.

1. The Promised Branch was the Man – Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH.
Zech. 3:8
a. He would be the Righteous Branch.
Jer. 23:5; 33:15
b. His name … shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
2. He was the Predicted Messiah.
Isa. 11:1
There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.

a. He was the Servant of God – behold, I will bring forth My servant the BRANCH.
Zech. 3:8
b. He was the Son of David – a rod out of the stem of Jesse…a Branch shall grow out of his roots. Isa. 11:1
c. Though David’s Son, He was indeed David’s greater Son and Sovereign  – 
Mt. 22:43-45
How then doth David in spirit call Him Lord, saying, “The Lord said unto my [David’s] Lord…”

 If David then call Him Lord, how is He His son?
3. He will be the future Priest-King of the order of Melchizedek.
Heb. 5:10

Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.
a. He is the High Priest serving in the Sanctuary – he shall build the temple of the LORD. 
Zech. 6:12b
b. He is the High Priest reigning as Sovereign – and shall sit and rule upon his throne
Zech. 6:13b

c. He is the unique Priest-King that only this Man could be – He shall be a priest upon his throne.     6:13c

How bright appears the morning star, With mercy beaming from afar!
The host of Heav’n rejoices! O righteous Branch! O Jesse’s Rod!
Thou Son of Man, and Son of God! We too will lift our voices
Jesus! Jesus! Holy, holy! yet most lowly! Draw Thou near us:

Great Emmanuel! stoop and hear us!
Phil​ip Ni​co​lai,
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1.  God is Spirit (Jn. 4:24, NIV). To save Man from the penalty of his sins against Him and his transgressions against His Law, God must be a Man to take his place and to bear his punishment. Hence, God was manifest in the flesh (I Tim. 3:16) and God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. (II Cor. 5:19). Thus, Christ also suffered for us… - His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. (I Pet. 2:21, 24)
To be our genuine Substitute, Jesus had to be a true Man:-
· He could be tired and exhausted, and He was asleep in the midst of a storm.
Mt. 8:24

· He could be sad when His good friend Lazarus died, and Jesus wept.
Jn. 11:35

· When He was in Gethsemane being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: 
and His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
Lk. 22:44
· When He was on the cross under the midday sun, He cried out, I thirst.
Jn. 19:28

· On earth, He was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Heb, 4:15
Indeed, Jesus today is our Man in Heaven, being the Mediator between God 
and men, the Man Christ Jesus; (I Tim. 2:5), wherefore He is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.
Finally, we have this record of Jesus as Man – 

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; 

· that through death He might destroy Him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren, 
· that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, 
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in 

· that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted.
Such is our Man in Heaven. What is He to you?
REFLECT
2. While I was preparing for Reflection 2, a sister sent this to me which I feel is just right for us:
Nobody knows the troubles I've seen.  By Elisabeth Elliot
When we begin to imagine that our own problems are so deep, so insoluble, or so unusual that no one really understands us, we delude ourselves. It is one of the many delusions of pride, for Scripture tells us not only that our High Priest, Christ, has been tempted in every way as we are, but that no temptation has ever come our way that is not common to man. 
There are no more new temptations than there are new sins. Our story, whatever it is, is an old one, and He who has walked the human road has entered fully into our experiences of sorrow and pain and has overcome them. He has comforted others in our situation, gone with them into the same furnaces and lions' dens, has brought them out without smell of fire or mark of tooth. 

It is a bad thing to take refuge in difficulties, thus excusing ourselves from responsibility to others because we think our situation is unique. 
If we are willing to receive help, our Helper is standing by--sometimes in the form of another human being sent by Him, qualified by Him to help us. It may be a case of our not receiving help because we were too proud to receive the kind God sent. Sometimes we really prefer to wallow.

"Ours is not a high priest unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who, because of His likeness to us, has been tested every way, only without sin. Let us therefore boldly approach the throne of our gracious God, where we may receive mercy and in His grace find timely help" 
(Heb 4:15, 16 NEB).
REFLECT
