R290_Rumination for August 29, 2010

The Theme: 
It Pleased the Lord

The Text:  Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him
Isa. 53:10
The Thots:

A. yet  - The Continued decision to go along with an Act despite having Considered the Circumstances:

[Note: The Act was for the Father to bruise His Son.
See #C]

1. The Character or Perfection of the Person on whom the Act would fall.
Isa. 53:9
a. He did no Wrong – he had done no violence

53:9b
b. He spoke no Wrong – neither was any deceit in his mouth

53:9c
2. The Consequences that would befall the Person when the Act would be carried out.
Isa. 53:11
a. He would be put to grief.


53:11b

b. His soul would be made an offering for sin.

53:11c
3. The Committed decision to Carry on – yet it pleased the Lord.
Isa. 53:11a
a. Because God could find no other Man to take man’s place.
See R. 289

i. For I beheld, and there was no man; even among them.
Isa. 41:28a
ii. And he saw that there was no man.
Isa. 59:16a

b. Because God could find no other Mediator to intercede for man.

i. And there was no counsellor, that, when I asked of them, could answer a word.
Isa. 41:28b
ii. And wondered that there was no intercessor.
Isa. 59:16b

c. Because only God could Manifest His Salvation: 
i. God had to Stretch out His own Arm to Save: His arm brought salvation unto Him; 
Isa. 41:28c
ii. To Sustain His righteousness He Himself must Act: His righteousness, it sustained Him. Isa. 41:28d
So it pleased the Lord to bruise Him.
B. It pleased the Lord or it was the will of the LORD
KJV cf. NRSV
1. It Pleased the Lord to do according to His Own Will, even as…
a. …God predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will.
Eph. 1:5
b. …God made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure 
which He hath purposed in Himself.
Eph. 1:9
2. So it Pleased the LORD or it was the will of the LORD…
Isa. 53:10
a. Cf. then said the lord of the vineyard, What shall I do? I will Send my beloved Son: 
Lk. 20:13

i. God Said of the Lord Jesus: This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 3:17

ii. Thus, God Sent His beloved Son: In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
…God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 
I Jn. 4:9

b. The Son also Surrendered Himself to do His Father’s Will:
Heb. 10:7
Then said I, Lo, I come…to do Thy will, O God. 


At Gethsemane, the Son prayed: Father…not My will, but Thine, be done.
Lk. 22:42
c. Thus, God Spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all –
Rom. 8:32

It pleased the Lord to bruise Him!
C. to bruise Him – it pleased the Lord to bruise Him.
Isa. 53:10
1. The act was no mere Bruising – it was more, it was a Crushing – a Breaking into pieces!

Yet it was the Lord's will to crush him… Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him.
NIV…NRSV
Bruise is Heb. daka' (lit. or fig.) = beat to pieces, break (in pieces), bruise, crush…smite.
Strong
a. Jehovah Smote His Shepherd – Awake, O sword, against My shepherd, 
and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd…
Zech. 13:7
b. The Father Forsook His loving Son – 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying…My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
Mt. 27:46
2. The Suffering that the Son Bore – The Father broke His Son’s heart; He smote and crushed Him! (See above)
a. The Son Bore the Suffering of Crucifixion.
Cf. Psa. 22:14, 15
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; 
it is melted in the midst of my bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; 
and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.

b. He Became the Sacrifice for Sin – Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin.
Isa. 53:10
He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised [daka', as v. 10] for our iniquities. 
Isa. 53:5
Yes, it pleased the Lord to bruise Him!
O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 

That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken?
Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession— What dark transgression?

They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee; 

With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee;

They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; They crucify Thee.  
J. Heer​man,
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1. For God, the Father, to will that His Son be bruised (literally crushed, NRSV) and be pleased (KJV) with the act, the outcome or consequence of that act must be very invaluable and priceless. It would be like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. (Mt. 13:45, 46)
Such an act reveals three important features:

a. The Worth of the Object of His Love.
The Father must have considered the object of His love to submit His Son through such “crushing” and excruciating suffering to be worth it all. Indeed He considered it to be worth more than the whole beautiful world He had created: For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (Mk. 8:36, 37)
b. The Worth of His Own Love.
The Father must have loved the object of His love beyond all human expectations to deliver His Son to go through such crushing experiences that He was “broken to bits” so to speak. Indeed His love is out of  this earth! – Behold, what manner (Gk. potapos, lit. from what time and locality i.e. love out of this world) of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God. (I Jn. 3:1) 
It is just beyond our earthly imagination and human understanding to comprehend the extent the Father loved us just to demonstrate His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8, NIV), when He…spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all (Rom. 8:32) to be smitten and crushed for us!

c. The Worth of His Only Beloved Son.
There was no other earthly being, man or beast that could offer himself or itself to be a worthy sacrifice that will please or meet the standards of His Holiness and Righteousness for Him to justifiably forgive us of our sins forever except for His Son Himself to suffer what rightly sinful man must suffer. Therefore God, the Lord, the Father had to deliver His Son up as a Guilt/Sin Offering for us. In the process He was crushed, and the Lord was pleased with His sacrifice and we are forgiven, for by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. (Heb. 10:14)
How does the above account of the Act of God to bruise/crush His Son for you affect you in your response to God’s love for you?  Consider how it affected Paul: According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (Phil. 1:20, 21)
REFLECT
2. In addition to the above quote, 
Consider CT Studd, one of the Cambridge seven who left England to serve the Lord in China and who said: 
If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him
Consider too the poem he wrote and…
REFLECT
“Two little lines I heard one day, Traveling along life’s busy way;
Bringing conviction to my heart, And from my mind would not depart;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.
Only one life, yes only one, Soon will its fleeting hours be done;
Then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet, And stand before His Judgement seat;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.

Only one life, the still small voice, Gently pleads for a better choice
Bidding me selfish aims to leave, And to God’s holy will to cleave;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.

Only one life, a few brief years, Each with its burdens, hopes, and fears;
Each with its clays I must fulfill, living for self or in His will;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.

When this bright world would tempt me sore, When Satan would a victory score;
When self would seek to have its way, Then help me Lord with joy to say;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last

Give me Father, a purpose deep, In joy or sorrow Thy word to keep;
Faithful and true what e’er the strife, Pleasing Thee in my daily life;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.

Oh let my love with fervour burn, And from the world now let me turn;
Living for Thee, and Thee alone, Bringing Thee pleasure on Thy throne;
Only one life, “twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last

Only one life, yes only one, Now let me say, “Thy will be done”;
And when at last I’ll hear the call, I know I’ll say “twas worth it all”;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last. ”

