R289_Rumination for August 22, 2010

The Theme: 
No Man…no intercessor

The Text:  He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor.
Isa. 59:16
The Thots:


Intro.: The Context of Israel’s Condition:

(1) 
Israel was Depraved in sin and Iniquity.
Isa. 59:2-15a

Truth is nowhere to be found, and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey.


For our transgressions are multiplied before Thee, and our sins testify against us: 


for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them.
59:12

 (2) 
The Lord was Displeased with their Injustice.
59:4, 9, 11, 14


The LORD looked and was displeased that there was no justice.
59:15b
 (3) 
The Lord Discovered no Man, and was appalled, that there was no Intercessor who could save them.
 59:16

He saw that there was no man, and wondered (was appalled, NIV) that there was no intercessor.
A. He saw that there was no man
Isa. 59:16a
1. There was no man perfectly righteous to Save Israel from Sin – 


a. For I beheld, and there was no man; even among them, 
and there was no counsellor, that, when I asked of them, could answer a word.
Isa. 41:28
b. Cf. There is none righteous, no, not one.
Rom. 3:10

c. Cf. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.
Rom. 3:23
d. Cf. Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
Rom. 5:12
2. Therefore the Lord had to become a Man – Made in the likeness of Men.
Also see #C
a. He was God becoming Man.

i. Without controversy great is the Mystery of godliness: God was Manifest in the flesh.
I Tim. 3:16

ii. Taking the Form of a slave, being born in human likeness…being Found in human Form.  Phil. 2:7, NRSV
iii. We see Jesus, who was made a Little Lower than the angels for the suffering of death.
Heb. 2:9

b. He was Groomed to be a Man – 

i. Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered.
Heb. 5:8

ii. Being found…as a man, He…became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil. 2:8

c. He was Greeted as Man. Pointing to Jesus, Pilate saith unto them, Behold the Man!
Jn. 19:5
d. He fulfilled all God’s demands as Man on the Cross – Jesus said, It is finished.
Jn. 19:30
B. He wondered (was appalled, NIV) that there was no intercessor.
Isa. 59:16b
1. On God’s Holy Mount, God Allowed Moses to be the Intercessor of the Law.

Deut. 5:5
(I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to show you the word of the LORD: 
for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount;)

2. When God’s judgment fell on Israel for their support of Korah’s rebellion, 
Aaron made Atonement and Adverted His wrath on the rest of the people.

Num. 16:48, 49
And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed.

…they that died in the plague were (14,700), beside them that died about the matter of Korah.
3. But for Appeasement of God’s Wrath and Reconciliation unto God, there was none.
See #C below
C. therefore his arm brought salvation unto Him…

Isa. 59:16c
1. For the Redemption of sin and Reconciliation of Man to God, no man-intercessor could be found.

a. For I beheld, and there was no man; even among them, and there was No counsellor, 

that, when I asked of them, could answer a word. 

Isa. 41:28
b. I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was None to uphold.
Isa. 63:5a

2. Therefore the Lord Himself had to Act and stretched out His Arm to save.

Isa. 63:5b

a. Therefore Mine own arm brought salvation unto Me; and My fury, it upheld Me.

i. His Right hand, and His holy arm, hath gotten Him the victory.

Psa. 98:1
ii. Hence, God was in Christ, Reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing 
their trespassesunto them; and hath committed unto us the word of Reconciliation.
II Cor. 5:19
b. For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and Men, the Man Christ Jesus;
I Tim. 2:5
D. and his righteousness, it sustained him.

Isa. 59:16d
1. (Abraham) received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; 
that righteousness might be imputed unto them also:

Rom. 4:11, 22

2. And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 

unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

Jas. 2:23


Alleluia! bread of angels, Thou on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! here the sinful flee to Thee from day to day:
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, plead for me,


Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea.
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He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor.

Isa. 59:16
1. To save us, God searched for...

a. …A Sinless Man who could be a Substitute for Man to bear the judgment on Sin from a Holy and Righteous God. He found none. 
So God Himself was manifested in human flesh, and was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death. He thus became man and was obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
So that as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned, (Rom. 5:12) and if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one Man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many (Rom. 5:15). 
For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. (Rom. 5:17-19)
b. …A Sinless Intercessor who could reconcile man to God. He found none. 
Thus, God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. II Cor. 5:19
For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus;

Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.
I Tim. 2:5
2. And now to Sustain us and keep us Sanctified, God has provided us with...
A great high priest, that is passed into the heavens.

Heb. 4:14
a. Thus, we have A Man in Heaven. Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto his brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted.

Heb. 2:17, 18
b. And an Intercessor in Heaven for He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.
Heb. 7:25

He is also our Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

I Jn. 2:1

And ever defends us against Satan, the accuser of our brethren.

Rev. 12:10
He is your Man and your Intercessor in Heaven. How does this knowledge 

assure you in your Christian living from day to day week by week?

REFLECT.
3. The Lord is also our High Priest in Heaven. 

Heb. 4:14-16
a. As such, we are to hold fast our Profession…
Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our profession/Confession (NRSV)/the Faith we profess (NIV);
b. And Proceed to God’s Throne of Grace to seek help whenever in need:

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.



Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 


and find grace to help in time of need.


As our High Priest, our Lord is indeed our Man and Intercessor in Heaven. 



Do you take advantage of His position in Heaven on your behalf 



while you hold fast to your faith on Earth?
REFLECT


