R288_Rumination for August 15, 2010

The Theme: 
Remember.

The Text: 
Remember this day.
Exo. 13:3
The Thots:


A. Remember this Day, God told Israel.

1. Israel must Remember the Day of their Redemption
Exo. 13:3
Moses said unto the people, Remember this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out from this place: 
there shall no leavened bread be eaten.
a. They were Slaves in Egypt before – they were in the house of bondage.
b. But the Lord’s Strength delivered them – for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out.
c. The first born of Egypt were Smitten when the Lord passed through Egypt then.
 Exo. 12:12, 29
For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.
d. Consequently, the firstborn of Israel were to be Sanctified unto the Lord - 

Exo. 13:2
Sanctify unto Me all the firstborn…among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is Mine.

e. And they must no more Seek to return to Egypt.

Deut. 17:16
But he (the king) shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt… 
forasmuch as the LORD hath said unto you, Ye shall henceforth return no more that way.

2. But Israel chose to Remember their Days of Relishing in the savours of Egypt.
Num. 11:5, 6

We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers… melons…leeks…onions…garlic: But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes.

a. They Preferred their Past life in Egypt – We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely
b. They Placed their Priorities in Physical satisfaction but not in God – nothing at all, beside this manna
c. They were Pitifully dried up spiritually – but now our soul is dried away
3. Israel must Remember God’s commands with a Physical Reminder.
Num. 15:38-41

a. Israel was to Weave tassels on the corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel.
15:38, NIV
i. This was a Reminder to them to do all God’s commandments:
15:39a, 40
That ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the LORD, and do them; 

ii. This was a Restraint to them not to follow their own desires:
15:39b
That ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring. 

iii. That they might Remember the LORD Which brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God.
b. Note: Jesus also Wore a garment with tassels (Gk. kraspedon): 
He was a true Jew and ever obedient to God’s commands. (a Son, yet learned He obedience)
Heb, 5:8
The woman with an issue of blood…came behind Him, and touched the hem 
(= tassels, Gk. kraspedon) of His garment… And…was made whole from that hour.  
Mt. 9:20-22
c. However, Jesus Warned the Pharisees against hypocrisy by drawing attention to their “piety”:
"Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide 
and the tassels on their garments long”

Mt. 23:5, NIV
B. Remember Me, said the Thief on the Cross to the Lord.


1. The Unique Request in the last hours of his life.

Lk. 23:42

And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.
2. The Unqualified Response from the Lord:

Lk. 23:43

And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.
3. God’s Unconditional non-Remembrance of sins because of Christ’s death on the cross. 
Heb. 8:12; 10:17
For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.

C. this do in remembrance of me was Christ’s Command to His Church. 
I Cor. 11:24, 25
1. Remember the Person in the Past Who brought redemption to us.
Lk. 22:19; I Cor. 11:24, 25
This do in remembrance of Me.
2. Remember the Past through the Present via the symbols.

I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death…

3. Remember the Prospect through the Present – Ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

11:26

Yes, Christ’s command continues to all who serve His Name 

To go and make disciples, that all would sing His fame.
And gathered at one table His holy church shall see

Our Master is still calling: “Do This; Remember Me!”
Keith H. Mc​Il​wain
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 288
1. God is Omniscient – He knows all things.

It would be expected and assumed too that because He knows all things He would remember all things. How therefore can He forget our sins that we have committed 
against Him and the iniquities that we have transgressed against His law?
REFLECT
For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, 
and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb. 8:12

This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord,
I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;


And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb. 10:16

2. The Lord instructed John to write to
a. The Church at Ephesus:
Rev. 2:1-5
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; 
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
b. The Church at Sardis:
Rev. 3:1-3

Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent.
If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, 
and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.

The Church at Ephesus represents the church that has lost their first love.

The Lord Rebuked them: 
Rev. 2:4

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Though the Lord Recognised their works as follows:
Rev. 2:2
I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience.

c. But their works, labour and patience lacked important elements which 

the Church at Thessalonica had, viz.
I Thes. 1:1-3
Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and
 patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.

Faith, hope and love are three very important elements mentioned in I Cor. 13:13, NIV
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
What kind of church are you a member of – 

The Church at Ephesus that hast left thy first love?
Rev. 2:
4

The Church at Sardis that hast a name that thou livest, and art dead?
Rev. 3:1

Or the Church at Thessalonica for whom Paul gave thanks to God always 
for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; Remembering without 
ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.
I Thes. 1:2, 3

REFLECT
