R287_Rumination for August 08, 2010

The Theme: 
The Fat and the Blood.

The Text: 
The priests the Levites…shall come near to Me to minister unto Me, and they shall stand before Me to offer unto Me the fat and the blood, saith the Lord GOD. They shall enter into My sanctuary, and they shall come near to My table, to minister unto Me, and they shall keep My charge.
Eze. 44:15, 16
The Thots:


A. The Men who were Priests - The priests the Levites
Eze. 44:15a
1. In the Old Covenant –

a. The Priests must come from the Line of Levi 
Num. 3:5-13
Bring the tribe of Levi near…and they shall…do the service of the tabernacle.
b. The High Priest must be from the family of Appointed Aaron.
Exo. 28:1-43 
And take thou…Aaron… and his sons with him…that he may minister unto Me in the priest's office…
Cf. No man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.
 Heb. 5:4
2. In the New Covenant, all believers are Constituted Priests.
a. All are Holy Priests – Ye also…are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood.
I Pet. 2:5

b. All are Royal Priests – Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,


I Pet. 2:9
Note: No one in the O.T. could be priest and king, as the former must be from Levi, and the latter from Judah.

B. The Ministry of Priests - shall come near to Me to minister unto Me
Eze. 44:15b
1. The Ministry of the Priests. They would…
a. …come near to Me to minister unto Me. Cf. Let us draw near with a true heart…
Heb. 10:22

b. …stand before Me to offer unto Me – 
i. The O.T. Priests Could not sit because their work was never Completed.

 Heb. 10:11
And every priest standeth daily ministering…the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:


ii. Only Christ Could: But this Man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever,
sat down on the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool.


Heb. 10:12, 13
c. …enter into My sanctuary
i. Only the High Priest was Allowed into the Holy of Holies one day in a year on Atonement day.  Lev. 16:2
Speak unto Aaron…that he come not at all times into the holy place within the veil…that he die not:

…in the seventh month, on the tenth day…shall the priest make an atonement for you;
Lev. 16:29, 30
Cf. Our High Priest Who Preceded us into the Presence of God with His shed blood. 
Heb. 10:19, 20
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus… through the veil…
ii. The Other priests’ or their Office would be to minister in the Holy Place daily.
And to the office of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest pertaineth…the oversight of all 
the tabernacle, and of all that therein is, in the sanctuary…
Num. 4:16

Eleazar…chief over the chief of the Levites (to) keep the charge of the sanctuary.
Num 3:32

Cf. 
As Holy Priests we are to go into the Sanctuary to Worship.
I Pet. 2:5


And as Royal Priests we are to go into the Sinful World to Witness.
I Pet. 2:0
d. …come near to My table, to minister unto Me and keep My charge.
i. The priests were to keep the table of the Lord holy,
But later they Profaned and Polluted the Table of the Lord. 

Mal. 1:7, 12

Ye offer polluted bread upon Mine altar; and ye say…The table of the LORD is contemptible.

ii. Cf. We are to Prove (examine) ourselves when we Participate of the Lord’s Table:
I Cor. 11:28
Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup…
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too;

 you cannot have a part in both the Lord's table and the table of demons.
I Cor. 10:21
2. The Main Offerings of Priests -  offer unto Me the fat and the blood
a. The Fat was the Lord’s Portion specially for His Pleasure – all the fat is the LORD'S.
Lev. 1:8, 9; 3:16
i. Re: the Burnt and Peace Offering, the fat was burnt on the altar as a Sacrifice of a Sweet Smelling Savour.
ii. Re: the Sin Offering, the fat was burnt on the altar while the offering was burnt outside the Camp. Lev. 4:8-12

Cf. Christ, Whose sacrifice brought much Pleasure to God.
Heb. 10:8, 9

Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin Thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.
b. The Blood
i. The Blood was Sprinkled on the Mercy Seat for the Atonement of sins.
Lev. 16:14-16
ii. Cf. The Blood of Christ was Shed for the remission of our Sins.
Heb. 9:14, 22
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation (lit. mercy seat) through faith in His blood. Rom. 3:25

Today, as holy priests, we serve at the Lord’s Table and minister to God the blood and the fat –
The Blood (as in the cup) reminding us of His blood of Propitiation shed for us;

The Fat (as in the bread) reminding us of His Perfect life which brought much Pleasure to God.

Let us therefore fulfil God’s Charge to us this day to Commemorate His death till He Comes.   
I Cor. 11:26
They shall come near to My table, to minister unto Me, and they shall keep My charge.

Eze. 44:16
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1. We, who are in the Church of God are privileged to be constituted priests before God:

a. All of us are Holy Priests to Worship God.
I Pet. 2:5, NIV
You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

As holy priests, we are to offer spiritual sacrifices to God. 
What are the spiritual sacrifices we need to offer? They are:

i. The Sacrifice of our Persons:
Rom. 12:1, NIV

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies 

as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.

ii. The Sacrifice of our Praises.
Heb. 13:15, NIV

By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 

that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.

iii. The Sacrifice of our Property:
Heb. 13:16, NIV

To do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

b. All of us are also Royal Priests to Witness to the World.
I Pet. 2:9

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 

that ye should show forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out of darkness 
into His marvellous light.

We are to declare to the World…

i. This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent.
Jn. 17:3
ii. That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, 
that they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.
Jn. 17:21

iii. That the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, 

as thou hast loved Me.
Jn. 17:23

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,

 and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Mt. 5:16

Are you a Holy Priest ministering to the Lord in your local church among His people 
and a Royal Priest declaring His majesty and glory to the people of the world through 
your good works that they may glorify your Father in heaven?
REFLECT.

2. The Blood and the Fat belong to the Lord. The people in the Old Covenant were forbidden to eat them.

Because a) Life is in the blood:
But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.
Gen 9:4
For the life of the flesh is in the blood:
Lev. 17:11a, 14
For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life thereof: therefore…Ye shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.
b) Blood makes atonement for the soul:
 for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.
Lev 17:11c cf. Heb. 9:22
Almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.
In the deliberations of the Council of Jerusalem, regarding the Gentile Church, it was decided:
It seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. 
Acts 15:28, 29 
In the Old Covenant, God’s people were not allowed to eat fat also.

It shall be a perpetual statute for your generations…that ye eat neither fat nor blood.
Lev. 3:17
Ye shall eat no manner of fat, of ox, or of sheep, or of goat.
Lev. 7:23, 24
Of course, there is also the self-restraint of one not eating blood and fat because of health reasons!
But some believers opine that under the New Covenant, believers are allowed to eat fat and blood so long as…I take part in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of something I thank God for? So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. I Cor. 10:30, 31
For one believeth that he may eat all things… let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him… He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.  
Rom. 14:3-6
Will you eat fat or blood in your food? And why?
REFLECT
