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The Theme: 
Enter into His Gates… Courts
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise:
Psa. 100:4
The Thots:

Deut. 16:16
Intro.: 
Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place 

which he shall choose…and they shall not appear before the LORD empty.
A. Aaron, the high priest on Approaching God…
Lev. 16:12
1. …had a Censer of burning Coals in one hand –

16:12a
He shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the LORD.

2. And Sweet incense, beaten Small on the other hand.

16:12b
and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the veil:


a. The incense would provide a Cloud Cover for him in God’s presence that he die not
16:13
And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense 

may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:

b. and Fragrance (his other hand being Full of sweet incense beaten small) for God

3. He had also a Bowl of Blood with him when he passed through the veil…
a. A  second time to make atonement for his Personal and his family’s sins: 
16:11

Aaron shall bring…the sin offering…and shall make an atonement for himself, and for his house.
b. And a third time to make atonement for the People of Israel:
16:15
Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within the veil,

c. And to make an atonement for the holy Place, because of the uncleanness 
of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions in all their sins.

16:16
B. The Beloved on Approaching the King…
S of S. 1:12-15
While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.

1. …Was Scented in the presence of his Seated Majesty – the king sitteth at his table
1:12
2. Her Spikenard …Sendeth forth the Smell thereof.
1:12

3. And she reflected on the Supreme love of her heart:

a. He was to her a Bundle of myrrh. [Myrrh was used to enhance the Beauty of a person.]
1:13a cf. Est. 2:12, 13
A bundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto me.
b. He was her love in her Breasts – he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts
1:13b
c. He was fragrant as a cluster of henna Blossoms from the vineyards of En Gedi.
1:14, NRSV
4. The king in turn Sang her praise - she was his Beloved darling and how Beautiful she was!

How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, how beautiful! Your eyes are doves.
1:15, NRSV
C. Mary on Approaching her Lord…
Jn. 12:1-8
1. …Came into His Presence, Prepared with a box of spikenard which she had Purchased at great cost. 12:3a
Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly.
2. She then Anointed her Lord, having Anticipated His coming death.

…anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair.
12:3b
Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of My burying hath she kept this.
12:7
3. Her spikenard Filled [the house] with the Fragrance of the perfume.
Jn. 12:3c, NRSV
D. Jesus, our High Priest, on Approaching the veil to enter the Holiest passed through it…Heb. 10:19-21
1. …With His Shed Blood – to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,
a. Now we would be Bold to enter it because the Blood of Jesus had gone in before us.
Heb. 10:19

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus
b. It would Be a new and living way established for us.
Heb. 10:20

2. …With His Broken flesh cf. the veil of the temple was rent in twain
Heb. 10:20b cf. Mt. 27:51
Which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh;
a. When He died, He Committed His Spirit back to the Father.
Lk. 23:46

When Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, Father, into thy hands I commend My spirit: 
b. Then the veil in the temple was rent in two – Jesus Consecrating the new and living way.
 
And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; 
Mt. 27:50, 51
Thus, the veil was torn; His flesh was Bruised and Broken.
And today as we take the Bread we remember what He said: 
This is My Body, which is Broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

Aaron approached his God with hands full of incense, burning coals and blood,
The beloved approached her king, with the fragrance of her perfumed nard.
Mary anointed her Lord with her precious costly ointment,
And Jesus entered His Father’s presence with His own blood shed for atonement.

Today what do you bring into the presence of your Lord in His remembrance? 
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1. They shall not appear before the LORD empty. 
Deut. 16:16
The Psalmist encouraged the Lord’s people to enter into His gates 
with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise:
Psa. 100:4
To do so one must be prepared.

Mary was prepared. She brought with her a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly (Jn. 12:3) which she bought with her own savings over a period of time. And she was using this to anoint (of all places) the feet of Jesus!

Judas opined, as could have certain others of the Lord’s disciples also (cf. Mk.14:4) that her loving act was a waste of the precious ointment. Why was this waste of the ointment made?

For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. (Mk. 14:4, 5)
The poor could have benefitted from the money that was used to purchase the nard. 

How have you been spending your money this week?

Has it been used for the cosmetic beautification of your person?

Has it been used for the poor?

Or have you been saving it for the Person of your Lord this Lord’s Day?
REFLECT
2. Mary was prepared in another aspect:
She had sat at the feet of Jesus – Mary…sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His word. Lk. 10:39

She learned many things from the Lord Himself – among them, probably His coming death as the Lord Himself had prepared His disciples earlier, e.g. From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. (Mt. 16:21) 
Apparently the disciples, perhaps like Peter, could not fathom the depth of His mission statement, and would, like Peter, “rebuke” their Master with “good” intentions no doubt, though misplaced, resulting in a scathing rebuke from the Lord instead:

Then Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto Thee. But He turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind Me, Satan: thou art an offence unto Me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. (Mt. 16:22, 23)
However, it was apparent too that Mary understood what the Lord’s disciples misunderstood, when He probably would have told her the same thing as well, and she prepared for this event by saving up her money to purchase the nard. Then in anticipation of what would befall her Master she anointed Him. Thus the Lord Himself defended her when the others derided her. He said, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this. (Jn. 12:7).

Mary prepared herself well. She listened to her Master’s Word. She acted on what she heard, and she was prepared to sacrifice her most priced-possession for Him. In performing that act of worship, throughout the event she was silent – she said nary a word, she demonstrated the highest form of worship from a silent woman among men! Her silence spoke louder than words because she was prepared to worship from the very start and from her very heart. 
Do you find “silence” or “pauses” at the Lord’s Supper embarrassing, dull and boring?  
Have you examined yourself to see if the cause might lie in your unpreparedness?
REFLECT?
