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The Theme: 
Common or Unclean
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The Text: 
Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.
Acts 10:14
The Thots:


A. Israel must not eat anything Unclean.

1. The nation of Israel was not Allowed to eat anything unclean.

a. They were not to Consume anything listed not Clean.

Lev. 11:1-4ff
These are the beasts which ye shall eat… Nevertheless these shall ye not eat of them that…
b. They were not to Contact any unclean Carcasses.

Lev. 11:8

Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcass shall ye not touch; they are unclean to you.

c. They would be Declared unclean for the Day, if they Did so.

Lev. 11:24

…ye shall be unclean: whosoever toucheth the carcase of them shall be unclean until the even.

2. Peter, an Israelite and a Jew, never Ate anything unclean.
Acts 10:14
I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.

a. God Prepared Peter for his new Mission to the Gentiles with a Peculiar Vision:
i. What Peter Saw: He saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him…
Acts 10:11-13
Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and 
creeping things, and fowls of the air. And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.
ii. What Peter Said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.
10:14
Peter could not own Him as Lord, and yet said, “Not so”.  It had to be either “Yes, Lord” or the other!
iii. What the Lord Stated: What God hath Cleansed, that call not thou Common.
10:15
The Lord was referring to the “unclean” beasts…creeping things, and fowls of the air.    
 10:12

b. Peter’s Preparation to Obey and to Open the Gospel door to the “unclean” Gentiles:


i. Peter’s Confession to Cornelius, a Gentile – He said “yes” to His Lord!
10:28
Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath showed me that I should not call any man common or unclean.
ii. Peter then Preached Christ to Cornelius. 

10:34-43
The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ.

10:36

iii. Peter’s Circumcised friends then witnessed God opening the Gospel door to the Gentiles.
10:45
They of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 
because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.
iv. Thus, those whom God had Cleansed were no more unclean or Common:
I Pet. 2:9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people…

B. The Church has been Cleansed and is Clean.

1. The Condition for Jews and Gentiles Coming into the Church, the Body of Christ – Believe!
And they of the Circumcision which believed… 
​Acts 10:45
These (Cornelius and Company)…which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we.
Acts 10:47

2. Its Composition: Jews and Gentiles who have Believed in Jesus and Baptized in the Spirit:
I Cor.  12:13

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
3. Their Cleansing: Both Believing Jews and Gentiles cleansed by the shed Blood of the Lord.

Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood.
Rev. 1:5

have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Rev. 7:14
4. The Church now Cleansed need to come out from, and no more touch, the unclean. 
II Cor. 6:17
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing;

C. To Handle the Bread and the Cup we need to be clean.

I Cor. 11:28
Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

1. Cp. What man soever of the seed of Aaron is a leper, or hath a running issue; 
he shall not eat of the holy things, until he be clean.
Lev. 22:4, 7

2. When the sun is down, he shall be clean, and shall afterward eat of the holy things; because it is his food.
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, And all my weariness upon Thee lean.
Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness: Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace; Thy Blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God!
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. The Lord’s Supper is unique in one sense. Its participant needs to examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation (judgment) to himself, 
not discerning the Lord's body.           
I Cor. 11:28
The bread he partakes of is a symbol of the body of the Lord bruised and 
given for us in His offering of Himself to bear our sins.
When He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24
Who his own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.
I Pet. 2:24
But the loaf is also a symbol of our oneness in the body of Christ:
I Cor. 10:16, 17

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.
Likewise the cup of which we drink from: 
I Cor. 10:16a

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?

Therefore when we partake of the bread and the cup we are not only obliged to remember our Lord in His death until He comes, but also to examine ourselves to see that we still maintain the unity in and of the body of Christ of which we and all other believers, are members.
Mt. 5:23, 24

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
Are you clean every Lord ’s Day when you partake of the Lord’s Supper? 
Are you able to discern the Lord’s body or are you too distracted with other things?
REFLECT
2. When the priests of old entered into the Holy Pace to change the bread on the table of showbread in the Holy Place in the Tabernacle every Sabbath … 
Lev. 24:5-7, NRSV
(You shall take choice flour, and bake twelve loaves of it…You shall place them in two rows, …you shall put pure frankincense with each row, to be a token offering for the bread, as an offering by fire to the LORD. Every sabbath day Aaron shall set them in order before the LORD regularly as a commitment of the people of Israel, as a covenant forever.)
…they must first clean their hands and feet lest they die.
Exo. 30:18-21
Thou shalt also make a laver of brass…and thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt put water therein. For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD:So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their generations.
To wash one’s hands is to have clean and holy hands to Worship.
Cf. I Tim. 2:


I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.

To wash one’s feet is to have a clean and holy Walk before the Lord.
Deut. 28:9
The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto Himself, as He hath sworn unto thee,   

if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in His ways.

Do you have clean hands and feet each week when you enter the Lord’s presence to remember and worship Him?
REFLECT
