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The Theme: 
a censer full of burning coals of fire
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
He shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the LORD,


and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the veil:   
Lev. 16:12

The Thots:
A. He shall take a censer  full of Burning Coals of Fire – the Purpose of the Coals:
Lev. 16:12a
1. To Put on the incense to burn it - he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD.

16:13a
2. To Produce a Cloud of Cover - that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat

16:13b
3. To Protect the life of the High Priest in the Presence of God that he die not.

16:13c

B. Fire From off the altar before the LORD – the Place of the Fire:
Lev. 16:12b
1. The Origin of the Fire – it was from the Lord!
Lev. 9:24

There came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat:
2. The Ordinance regarding the Fire – 
Lev. 6:12, 13

The fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be put out: and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings. The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out.

3. The Offence with Strange Fire – it was unholy fire... such as He had not commanded them.
10:1, NRSV
Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, 
and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not.
And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 
10:2
C. and his hands full – Hands Packed with Praise:
Lev. 16:12c
1. Worshippers must not Come before the LORD empty: 
Deut. 16:16
i.e. Empty-Headed, Empty-Handed; Empty-Hearted.
2. ​The Hands must first be Consecrated - 
Lev. 8:27, 28
He put all upon Aaron's hands, and upon his sons' hands, and waved them for a wave offering before the LORD. And Moses took them from off their hands, and burnt them on the altar upon the burnt offering: they were consecrations for a sweet savour: it is an offering made by fire unto the LORD.

3. The Hands must be Clean:
Exo.40:31-32
Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet thereat (i.e. the laver):

When they went into the tent of the congregation, and when they came near unto the altar, they washed; 
D. Sweet incense beaten small -  the Purity of the Incense
Lev. 16:12d
1. The Ingredients of the Incense - it shall be unto you most holy.
Exo. 30:34-38
Thou shalt beat…it very small… ye shall not make to yourselves according to the composition thereof:

2. The Inhibition - Ye shall offer no strange incense

30:9
3. The Image – 
Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering 

and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
Eph. 5:2
He was “beaten small” - He was wounded… He was bruised for our iniquities.
Isa. 53:5

E. and bring it within the veil.
Lev. 16:12e
1. The Veil Blocked the way then.

16:2
Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the veil 
before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not:
a. The Incense must go in First to produce the Cloud Cover for the Mercy Seat.

16:13
And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense 
may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:

b. The Blood must then Follow to make Atonement for All.

16:14, 16
And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times.
And he shall make an atonement…

2. The Veil Broken Now - the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.
Mt. 27:51
a. Jesus’ last Cry of Victory on the Cross:

When Jesus…said, It is finished…He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.
Jn. 19:30
And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.
Mt. 27:50, 51
b. The invitation to enter through the Veil.
Heb. 10:19-22
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,

By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God; Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

Let us now therefore draw near by the blood of Jesus through the veil, i.e. His flesh and Remember Him as we take of the bread (symbol of His Body) and drink of the cup (symbol of His Blood) and Revere Him this day.
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil.

His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood.

When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my Hope and Stay. 
Ed​ward Mote
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R281
1. When the Tabernacle was completed, Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and came out, and blessed the people: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the people. And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces. (Lev. 9:23, 24).
The fire that consumed the burnt offering and the fat (which was God’s portion, Lev. 3:16) was supernatural fire that shot out from the presence of the Lord through the veil to consume the sacrifice. It was God’s special fire from His very presence and that fire was not allowed to go out but to be kept burning day and night:

The fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be put out: and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings. The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out (Lev. 6:12, 13) and to be used for all future sacrifices. Even the fire to burn the incense to be taken into the Holy of Holies must come from off the fire on the altar. He shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the veil.   (Lev. 16:12)
​The live coal that was used to touch the lips of Isaiah when He saw the vision of God also came from off the altar: 

Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. (Isa. 6:6, 7)

Yet so soon after Moses and Israel witnessed the miraculous scene of holy fire having shot out from God’s Holy Presence, Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not  (Lev. 10:1). Strange fire is translated unholy fire such as He had not commanded them in NRSV and unauthorized fire...contrary to His command in NIV. It was no wonder then that God repeated His act and fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.          (Lev. 10:2, NRSV

Can it be possible that today in our remembrance of the Lord at His instituted Lord’s Supper that we can come into His presence with strange fire (Lev. 10:1, 4; Num. 26:61) and even worship Him with strange incense (Exo. 30:9)? How?
REFLECT
2. What is the Lord’s Supper to you? Is it just one of the services that you attend in church taking heed to the exhortation not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching (Heb, 10:25) or is it a special remembrance (not just worship, but a remembrance that leads to it) service of the Lord that you observe in obedience to His Word?
This service even requires us to prepare for it as in the instruction: let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. (I Cor. 11:28) 
Will you be examining and preparing yourself this week for the Lord’s Supper next Lord’s Day?
REFLECT
