R280_ Rumination for 20th June, 2010  - A Father’s Day Rumination

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
The Father, Son and Children
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
What love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;
I Jn. 3:1, NIV
The Thots:
A. The Father’s Affection for His Son – God, the Father loved His Son.
1. Jesus was God’s only Begotten Son.
Jn. 3:16

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…

a. As God’s begotten Son, only He could Declare God.
Jn. 1;18

The only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.
b. As God’s begotten Son, only He could Display His own Glory and Grace.
Jn. 1:14
(...we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
c. As God’s begotten Son, God still Delivered Him to save the perishing.
Jn. 3:16

i. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

ii.  He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
 Rom. 8:32
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
d.  Thus as God’s only begotten Son, one must believe in Him in order not to be Dammed.
Jn. 3:18
He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already,
 because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

2. Jesus was also God’s Beloved Son. 
Mt. 3:17

This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased.
See #B below
B. The Father’s Affirmation of His Son. God Confirmed it at…
1. His Son’s Baptism:
Mt. 3:17; Mk. 1:11; Lk. 3:22

And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
2. His Son’s Transfiguration:
Mt. 17:5; Mk. 9:7; Lk. 9:35; II Pet. 1:17

This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.

C. The Son’s Attitude towards the Father.

1. The Son Sought the Father’s Glory.
Jn. 17:1

Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify Thee.

2. The Son Submitted to His Father’s will at Gethsemane.
Mt. 26:39, 42
O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.
3. The Son’s Supplications on the cross at Golgotha.
Jn. 19:17
He bearing his cross went forth into a place called…in the Hebrew Golgotha: Where they crucified him,

a. He asked His Father to Forgive those who put Him on the cross.
Lk. 23:34

Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

b. Then He Finished His mission and committed Himself to the Father.
Jn. 19:30; Lk. 23:46
He said, It is finished: and He bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

Jesus…cried with a loud voice…Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit: 
and having said thus, He gave up the ghost.
D. Because of the Son’s Accomplishment on the cross, the Father… 
1. Can now Authorise those who believe in His Son to be His children.
Jn. 20:17, NIV
To all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.
2. Can now Adopt them as His children to be with His Son.
Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6, 7; I Jn. 3:1
a. Ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
b. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
c. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.

3. Can now Affirm to us that He, God, is indeed our Father as He is to His Son.
Jesus saith unto her…Go to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father, 
and your Father; and to My God, and your God. 
Jn. 20:21
Today as children of the Father, Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Mt. 5:16
Thus as obedient children one good work that remains for us to observe regularly is to remember our Father’s Love in sending, and not sparing, His Son but delivering Him up to be our Ransom from Sin and be our Redeemer and Saviour. Let us therefore Remember Him as He told us to. 
Behold, what love, what boundless love, The Father hath bestowed

On sinners lost, that we should be Now called “the sons of God!”
Ro​bert Bos​well
REFLETIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. We, God’s children, have been left behind in this world for a purpose – we are not taken home to be with Him immediately we believe in the Lord Jesus as our Saviour for two very important reasons:

a. Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, 
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.
Mt. 5:13

Salt gives Savour to the food we eat and Saves it from decay and corruption.

If it fails to fulfil this two-fold function then it is just good for nothing.

The Christian is left behind on this earth that he/she might preserve the people living on it from being corrupt and point them to a wholesome life in Christ Jesus. If the Christian himself/herself is corrupt, he/she has lost this integral feature for which his/her new life in Christ has enabled him/her to be. He/she might as well not be there at all and is good only to be trodden under foot of men. 
b. Ye are the light of the world… Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Mt. 5:14, 16
God, the Father, has bestowed His love upon us in such wondrous ways that we might work for, and witness to, Him. We are left in this world to produce good works that these may glorify our Father in heaven. 
In what practical ways can we show our good works as the salt of the earth and as the lights of this world that our Father in heaven may be glorified?

Perhaps more specifically, can we demonstrate this in some small degree on Father’s Day in our relationship with our family members and in the community we live?

A Blessed and Meaningful Father’s Day to all concerned.
REFLECT
2. Today’s news media contain plenty of reports on juvenile misdeeds in crime, misuses of responsibilities entrusted to them, abuses of children under their charge or things which can be used profitably for good, and their involvement in many delinquent and even criminal acts done to members of their own family, community and society. 

Are the fathers of these irresponsible youths to be blamed for such behaviour? 

If your children are not found among them, give some probable reasons why they are so well-behaved.

If your children are found among them, also reflect why they are so.

On this Father’s Day, it is good for fathers to reflect on such issues.

 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: 
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Eph. 6:4
Are you as fathers, salt and light to your children?
REFLECT.
